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Featuring a well-organised, informative

table and comprehensive index for growing |

tropical plants —either in the garden or
in containers.

It features:

plant descriptions

e cultivation advice
o garden design advice

climate information, including climate

zone map for easy reference

500 Popular Tropical Plants is a must for
every garden lover

ISBN 962-593-454-5

89625 549

SINVId TVDIdOdl TEVINndaoda0

-‘L_ -
@

PERIPLUS

S




500 POPULEAR

TROPICAL
PLAN TS

PERPUSTAKAAN
Pusat Penyeiamatan Satwa Bafi

PERIPLUS

PPS BALI



CONTENTS

This edition published in Asia in 1999 Introduction 5
by Periplus Editions (HK) Ltd 5
Hardiness zone map 6
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be

reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted Annuals & Perennials 20
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the Shrubs 78

prior written permission of the publisher.

Trees 126

Fruit & Nut Trees & Other Fruits
Cacti & Succulents 178
“Orchids 196
Ferns, Palms & Cycads 220
Climbers & Creepers 242
Reference Table 266
Index 277

First published in Australia in 1999
by Random House Australia Pty Lid »

© text Random House Australia Pty Lid 1999 G
© photographs Random House Australia Pty Ltd 1999

ISBN 962-593-454-5

Distributed by:
Berkeley Books Pre Ltd
5 Little Road #08-01
Singapore 536983

Printed in Hong Kong



Botanica

A must for all gardeners

An invaluable and enduring reference

Over 10,000 plants

Fully illustrated in color throughout

Botanica is the world’s most authoritative, comprehensive

and up-to-date single volume guide to plants for all

gardeners and garden lovers that's lavishly illustrated through-

out. Unrivalled in scope, Botanica features over 10,000 plants
for you to choose from in its easy A to Z format that’s fully

illustrated in color throughout—from annuals, perennials,

bulbs and roses, to trees and shrubs, ferns and palms, fruit

and nut trees, orchids, cacti and succulents, lawns and

ground covers, vegetables and herbs. Plus all the really

practical information you need on care and cultivation

from planting and propagating, to pest and diseases is at your fingertips. Botanica has been written in a

fresh, easy-to-read style by a team of specialist plant experts and gardening writers.
1008 pages * 300 mm x 230 mm

A TO Z OF GARDEN PLANTS
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[ first gemius colour, growth habits identifying the plone
described on the left-hand page and and other ornamental wwith its full age o help you find the plane
the last genics om the right-hang ] features of the planes. botanical name, you are looking for,

nites. Entries include plant descriptions, geographical
yating by zone.
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plant’s climatic requi

What do we mean by ‘tropical’? The
tropics in the strict sense of the term are
those parts of the world lying between
the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of
Capricorn; it is only here that the sun is
ever directly overhead, so that a vertical
pole casts no shadow. Because of their
greater access to solar energy, the tropics
are the hottest part of the world, and
because the adjacent seas are warmer,
they give off more moisture to the air
and this is returned in the form of high
rainfall in many parts of the tropics.
However, this rainfall (and associated
high humidity) can vary enormously,
sometimes over quite short distances,
and moreover is often strongly seasonal.
Not all parts of the tropics are hot; the
elevation of many land areas well above
sea-level is accompanied by a rapid
falling-off of both maximum and
minimum temperatures —for example in
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Ecuador and Tanzania where there are
snow-clad peaks virtually right on the
equator.

Even the lowland tropics encompass
very different garden environments. A
week without rain in Singapore is rare,
and for several months, it rains almost
without stopping; high humidity 1s
almost constant. In Bangkok, by
contrast, the rainy season lasts for just
six months and even then there are likely
to be Iong dru\-' spc“s: both the
temperature and the humidity drop with
noticeable effect during the so-called
cool season. One visible result of such
differences is that moisture-loving plants
thrive in Singapore, growing with
abandon almost everywhere, and at any
time the island republic is far greener
than the Thai capital. On the other hand,
most flowering trees like the beautiful
ﬂambqy‘anr (Delonix regta) and the

The plocement of fxora chinensis, Bougainvillao, Typha and Coccoloba wvifera oround the pand give this garden o feeling of franquilty.
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Indian laburnum, or golden shower
(Cauvsia fwtula), which need a prolonged
dry season to bloom best, are in general
far more spectacular in Bangkok than
they are in Singapore.

Honolulu, far from Southeast Asia
but also in the tropics, offers different
conditions. Blessed with rich voleanic
soil, constant warm temperatures, and
quite varied topography, it supports a
number of ornamentals that, so far at
least, have frustrated the best efforts of
eager Thai and Singaporean gardeners.
But those plants are greatly outnumbered
by many others that thrive in all three
climates.

Whatever the problems of individual
areas, Elrld th(f ﬂdjustments thﬂ.t must bE
made because of them, there is no doubt
that certain things are basic to nearly all
tropical gar‘dens. Or that with more than
200,000 different species native to the
tropics and subtropics, a gardener in any
warm-weather country has an extra-
ordinarily rich and varied stock from
which to draw in creating a memorable
landscape.

Europeans were foscinated with fropical plonts. The chilli pepper,
Capsicum annyum, wos one of the great wonders of fhe ‘New World".

PLANT MATERIAL

The European fascination with tropical
plants was a direct result of the epic
voyages of early explorers. In search of
India and the rare spices that
commanded such high prices on Western
markets, Christopher Columbus instead
found the New World and, in it, such
unknown wonders as Ananas comoous, the
pineapple, and Caputcum, the chilli
pepper. Neither, of course, was unknown
to the natives of the places where they
original'cd —the chilli pepper had been a
part DF tl‘lf_‘ South ﬂ.nd (?/entl'al Amel‘ican
diet for over 7,000 years —but they were
new to Eurﬂp(‘:. and ;.1150 to fal' more
distant places like India and Southeast
Asia, where they would appear in a
remarkably short time.

Even before this, there had been a
steady, if slower and less spectacular,
movement of plants about the tropical
world. Travelling in giant outrigger
canoes, Pol_ynesians had bl‘ought the
green Cordyline, which they called the ‘ti’
plant, to Hawaii and made it an emblem
OF ro}’ﬂ}l—_‘v. MOTE S}’Sten’latic jOLII‘ne_yS b.y

The giont waterlily, Victaria omazonica, wos o fovarite in 19t century
glusshouses.

Westerners accelerated this process,
though they left few records of just when
and how. We know that a brilliant
Brazilian creeper was named after the
eighteenth century French navigator
Louis de Bougainville, but not how it
spread so rapidly to every warm country
in the world. Nor do we know what ship
(probably Portuguese, possibly Spanish)
carried the first branch of a frangipani
(Plumeria) tree from its native central
America to Asia, where it became a
standard in both Buddhist and Hindu
gardens. (We do know, however, that

it was named after Charles Plumier
(1646-1706), a French botanist.)

Once European countries acquired
colonies in the tropics botanic gardens
were established, originally for the
purpose of experimenting with new
CCDHOmiC C['Ops. Pamplem{}usses, thc
first of such gardens, set up on the island
of Mauritius in 1735, helped develop the
sugar industry there, while Brazilian
rubber (Hevea brasiliensis) famously
transformed Malaya's economy alter a
hand{‘ul OII‘ SEEdlingS Was SHCCCSSFU“_}"
introduced to the Singapore Botanic
Garden. But such establishments, which
also included others in Java, India, Sri
Lanka, and the West Indies, brought in
new ornamental plants as well, often
displaying them in imaginative ways far
from their native habitats.

The pertection of glasshouses that
could approximate tropical conditions in
nineteenth century Great Britain,
France, and other countries led to a
passion for exotics. Serious botanists and
collectors for commercial plant firms
went out to bring back thousands of new
specimens that were beautiful, rare, or,
in some cases, like the evil-smelling
Anra:p[nrpb&ffnﬂ. simpllv odd. The Duke of
Devonshire sent an agent to south India
to acquire a seedling of Amiberstia nobilis,
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said to be the most beautiful of all
flowering tropical trees, for which he
built a special glasshouse at Chatsworth.
From the wilds of South America came
t]]e giant \Vatﬂrlill}’. l"ir-st Chl‘istened
Vietorta regia but later renamed V.
amazontca; it, too, was given a house of
its own at Chatsworth and was first
induced to bloom there.

For many of the most decorative
p]ants. introduction into a glasshouse
was the first step in a process that led on
to intensive selection or hybridization
and eventual acclaim as lovingly tended
house plants. Those with unusual
foliage — Codiaeum, for example, as well
as Caladium, Dracaena, Dieffenbachia, and
Cordyline—were particular favorites, but
flowering shrubs and small trees —/vora,
Hibisews, and Plumeria —also became
popular. In due course these returned to
the tropics in varieties often quite
different from the original but just as
welcome in a garden as in a drawing
room.

Tﬂdﬂ_y. t}lﬂnl{s to ilTlpI‘OVE::d tr‘al‘lspﬂrt-
ation and demand, tropical gardeners
almost everywhere have an e.\:cepticna“_v
wide choice of plant material, much of it
introduced within relatively recent times.
A garden in Bali, for instance, is likely to
offer an international display — Heliconia
from South America, red ginger (Alpinia
purpurata) from Malaysia (but probably
in the form of an Hawaiian hybrid),
flamboyant (Delonix) from Madagascar,
bottlebrush (Callastemon) from Australia,
Plumbago from South Africa—all of them
growing with the vigor of native plants.

GARDEN DESIGN

Traditionally, most tropical gardens were
very practical in content and almost non-
existent in terms of design. Royal palaces,
of course, were exceptions; as a rule,
these did have usually rather formal



Heliconia stiicta s o stiking tropical plant and certainly adds vibrancy to
the gorden.

plantings aimed at creating a pleasurable
atmosphere, with fragrant flowers and
cooling water features. So, too, were
some religious compounds like those of
Buddhist temples, which incorporated
plants with symbolic significance (the
lotus, for instance, or the sacred bodhi
tree, Flicus religiosa) and often attempted
mini-forests that were conducive to
meditation. Those of ordinary people,
however, were on the whole devoted to
specimens that served some useful
function, culinary or medicinal, and little
thought was given to the aesthetics of
ﬂl'l'ﬂngelnent.

Though local touches may linger, like
the Thai fondness for shrubs clipped into
ornamental or grotesque shapes (a
borrowing from the Chinese), it is clear
that tropical-garden design as we know

N

it today is primarily the result of
European colonization. It was then,
mﬂstl}-’ irl the eightﬂcnth ﬂnd ninel.eenlh
centuries, that certain concepts were
introduced, the effects of which can still
be seen. These include the well-trimmed
lawn —a feature previously unknown in
the tropics or, for that matter, in India,
China, or Japan —as well as the massed
planting of specimens chosen for foliage
or flowers or both. Many of the public
areas ol famous botanic gardens like
those in Singapore and at Bogor in
[ndonesia seem to have been inspired by
such great glasshouses as Kew's Palm
House, which displayed their exotic
specimens in combinations suggesting at
once a ‘tame jungle’ and also a variation
on an informal English country garden.

Early colonial gardens in the tropics
were self-conscious efforts at creating
familiar landscapes with unfamiliar
material, sometimes extending to beds of
unhappy temperate annuals to suggest
the seasonal changes of back home.
Nearly all contained lawns, herbaceous
borders, clipped hedges, and the almost
obligatory bed of mixed Canna in blazing
colors. Few outside the often bold
botanic garden experiments were very
memorable, but the_y were su{"ﬁciently
influential to erase any traditional styles,
even in places like Thailand which never
became a colony.

Over the years, however, these
predictable arrangements have evolved
into more imaginative landscapes, using
tropical plants not merely as substitutes
for those of colder places but rather for
their own distinctive form and beauty.
Though the underlying concept of a
‘tame jungle’ can still be found in many,
the general effect is far more varied and
individual.

[nevitably, the basic design depends
on the size. This is true, of course, of

gardens anywhere; but it acquires an
added importance in the tropics, where
growth is almost continuous and a
seemingly modest shrub can triple in size
over the course of a single rainy season.
The days of huge compounds with half a
dozen full-time gardeners —tropical
gardens require an exceptional amount
of pruning, weeding, mulching, and
other work —are over in most places,
and with them has gone the space to
enjoy many of the larger flowering trees
like angsana (Plerocarpus), flamboyant
(Delonix), and rain tree (Samanea) that
once spread their capacious branches
over sweeping lawns. There are, however,
other beautiful trees that can be equa”.‘,f
rewarding in even a courtyard garden.

Before drawing up any plan, study
the site Cal‘efu“y to answer certain
questions. Are there neighboring
buildings that need to be screened? How
much sun does the garden receive (this
will play an important role in plant
selection)? Do you need or want an
open area to set off p|anlings (l‘]’le
answer, except in very small gardens, is
usually yes); and if so, should it be a
lawn, a water feature, or perhaps merely
an expanse of paving stones or pebbles?
Do you want to have vines (some of the
most effective tropicals fall into this
category) and, if so, how do you want to
display them —on a wall, a pergola, a
trellis over a wallkway? More than in
most temperate places, tropical gardens
are often extensions of the house,
wrapping around verandas, patios, or
living rooms and visible both night and
day; decide what kind of effects —dense,
sparse, dramatic, understated —you want
to see from such vantage points and
what plants might be used to achieve
them.

[t is always important to familiarize
yourself as much as possible with the

Canna > generalis hybrids come in a glorious array of colors and are
very robust.

plant material available. A book like the
present one, giving the proper names
and growing conditions, is essential.
Others, showing planted gardens in
various places, are helpful in deter-
mining how combinations are likely to
look, especially when they reach mature
size. (The annals of tropical gardening
contain many a sad story of newcomers
who thought Ficus elastica, or some other
popular house plant, was a moderate-
sized shrub, only to find it soon taking
over both garden and house.)

Finally, visit as many local nurseries
as you can and see the available stock.
Thanks to their rapid growth, you will
often find quite large specimens,
including trees, that make it possible to
install an almost 'instant’ garden. Don't
be afraid to experiment; one of the




12 INTRODUCTION

delights of tropical gardening is that
anything can be taken out and replaced
with something likely to grow just as fast
and create a similar effect.

PREPARING THE SITE

More often than not, you will have to do
something about the soil in which your
garden is to grow. Tropical plants need
p]cnty (}F ["(JDd ﬂnd gODd drainage. il]'ld
the lack of these is usually due to the
medium provided. It may be heavy clay
or porous sand; it may contain con-
struction rubble or the invasive roots of
a former or existing tree. Even in the
best conditions, its nutrients may have
been exhausted by overuse and heavy
rains. Correction of such conditions is
never easy and usually not cheap, but it
is essential for healthy growth in the
future and, if done properly, it will last
for a long time.

Start by digging up and turning the
existing soil, breaking up large lumps
into smaller ones. The depths may vary
depending on what is to be planted in
different areas, but as a rule dig at least
6 in (15 cm) down for lawns and twice
that for most beds.

Next, the turned soil should be
improved by adding material that will

A good quality ferfilizer is essential for trapical plants and should be
opplied both before plonting ond afterwards af regular infervals.

lighten it (in the case of clay) and enrich
it. Sand from a riverbed (never from the
seacoast) is good for lightening heavy
soil, thus creating better drainage,
tlwugh it usual]y contains little in the
way of food. Old sawdust or grated
coconut fiber (available in many tropical
places) is also useful. Best of all is good
topsoil if it can be obtained, or, if not,
pre-mixed potting soil sold by the bag in
most places. Whatever is used should be
well mixed with the old soil in a ratio of
about two parts of the new material to
one part of the old.

At this point, some gardeners in
heavy-clay areas recommend the
addition of hydrated lime, which reduces
acidity and helps break up the clay. This
should not be dug in but sprinkled over
and allowed to penetrate through rainfall
or watering, at least a month before
plants are installed.

The final step is adding fertilizers.
These come in many forms, both organic
and inorganic, and are vital for giving
new plants the nutrients they need. It is
also something that will have to be done
at regular intervals in the future,
particularly at the end and at the
beginning of the rainy season; unlike
those in temperate countries, tropical
plants enjoy no winter rest period and so
need frequent replenishment of their
food supplies. Well-rotted poultry or
cow manure is excellent, mixed at the
rate of about 4 lbs (1.8 kg) to a square

vard (0.8 square metre), and so is bone

meal, which has a high phosphate
content; il these are unavailable, use one
of the several compound inorganic
fertilizers available in pellet form, well
watered into the soil.

Even a small tropical garden yields a
steady supply of leaves, grass cuttings,
and other soft material, and because of
the warmth and moisture it is easy to

start a compost heap. Find a place for
this if at all possible (compact compost
makers made of fiberglass can now be
found in many places, taking up very
little space), and once it starts acting —
i-e- I‘Otting—use thE contents [‘Cgulﬂ]']y to
mulch various beds.

PLANT SELECTION AND PLANTING

This is necessarily a very broad subject
and depends on the size of the space,
climate, location, and such personal
matters as taste and whether you p|an to
work regularly in the garden or prefer
something that requires minimum main-
tenance. A few general points would
probably apply in any event, however.
One of the most often overlooked is the
importance of sunlight. Nearly all
flowering shrubs and trees require a
good deal of sun—at least half a day and
preferably more —and so do lawns and
most water plants; if you want reliable
blooms, you have to allow for this, even
if it means giving up that large
handsome tree that seemed so appealing‘
On the other hand, a shady garden need
not be relentlessly green; one of the
glories of the tropics is the vast range of
splendidly varied foliage plants, by
means of which you can create a wide
range of bold and subtle colors without a
single prominent flower.

Another point, already mentioned, is
the ultimate size of plants and their
growing habits. A garden that looks
well-established the day it is installed —
quite easy to achieve in most places —
isn't going to stay that way for very long.
Trees are going to get taller and put out
more horizontal branches, and
specimens that multiply by spreading
root tubers —for example, heliconias,
gingers, and other members of that
family are going to escape even a large
bed unless kept carefully checked. Mosi
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bamboos are gomg to splead rapldl

too, shrubs are gomg to increase in girth
as “’E}I as |1EIght, V]neS are gon‘lg to
clamber into nearby trees —and all this is
going to happen with what, to a
temperate gardener. seems indecent
speed. Allow for it in your plant
selection, or be prepared for frequently
changing effects.

Trees and palms

Trees and palms are important not only
for their intrinsic beauty but also for the
scale they bring to a garden and the role
they play in screening. Some of the large
specimens that once graced spacious
gardens of the past may not be feasible
in more moderate sites, but there is no

The rich green of the leaves ond the brilliant scorlet of the leaf boses
maoke Cyriosfachys renda o very populor omamentol palm.
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shortage of smaller ones to fulfil the
same purpose.

Popular among medium-sized
flowering trees are several species of
Cawsia (pink or yellow flowers), Plumeria
(white, yellow, pink, or red), Lagerstroemia
(pale to deep mauve or pink), Zabebuia
(pink or ye]low). Saraca (yeliow-orange
to scarlet), Zrythrina (red-orange, red,
apricot, or, in one species, white),
Baubinia (purple or white), Cochblospermum
(vellow), Jacaranda (blue-mauve), and
Peltophorum (yellow). All these are fairly
fast growing and most require a pro-
nounced dry season to bloom profusely;
a few are deciduous, dropping their
leaves usually just before flowering.

Both trees and palms can serve as
useful screens along the perimeter of a
garden. Polyalthia longifolia, for example,
takes up relatively little room but grows
to a height of 50 ft (15 m), with long,
glossy-green leaves; a row planted close
together will soon form a fairly solid wall
to block an undesired view. Most of the
taller, tufted palms, which grow in
clumps, can be used for the same
purpose — Caryola mitis, the fishtail palm,
and Prychosperma macarthuril, the
Macarthur palm, are two of the most
common.

Palms in general lend a truly tropical
note to any garden, and certain speci-
mens — Bumarckia nobilus, for example,
with its huge, silvery, fan-shaped leaves;
Phoentx rocbelend, the pygmy date palm,
with feathery, fern-like fronds; and
Cyrtostachys renda, with bright scarlet leaf
sheaths —can be used as dramatic focal
points.

The idea of being able to walk out
and pick a ripe fruit from their own tree
proves irresistible to many tropical
gardeners, with the result that plantings
often include a mango or two, an
avocado, or a mangosteen. These are not

always w |101|\y satisfxactor‘v. Fruit trees
often require special treatment, and the
space they occupy, especially in a small
garden, may not justify their seasonal
bounty. The breadfruit (Artocarpus altilis)
is a handsome specimen in its own right,
providing excellent shade with its large,
dark-green leaves, but it does require
ample room to assume a good shape.

When planting a tree or palm, dig a
large hole, about 3 ft (1 m) in diameter
and depth, and fill it with good, rich soil
to a height about 6 in (15 cm) above the
desired level; water for at least a week to
allow the soil to settle. Then plant the
tree, making sure that the stem is not
covered more than 2 in (5 cm) by soil.
Taller trees should be firmly staked until
their root systems are well established.
Water regularly, and for the first year or
so apply fertilizer every few months,
each feeding being a little further away
as the roots expand.

Flowering shrubs and creepers

Given the right conditions —mainly
sunlight and good drainage —there is
almost no limit to the color combinations
available to a tropical gardener through
flowering shrubs and creepers. Those
mentioned here are oniy some of the
most widely used out of the thousands
now under cultivation.

Few can beat the familiar Hiboeus for
regular displays of blooms, especially on
the two main species, [, rosa-ainendis and
H. uchizopetalus, and hybrids derived from
them. Colors range from bright scarlet to
mauve, and there are double as well as
single varieties; H. mutabelis, on which
the flowers change from pure white to
dark pink during the course of a day,
becomes a small tree given time and
careful pruning. Other dependable
bloomers are Hussaenda (red, pink, or
white), Barleria (mauve and white),

Pachystachys (yellow), Brunfelsia (lavender
blue when they open, white by the end
of day), Clerodendrum (red on C. panicu-
latum, pale blue on C. ugandense), Plumbago
(blue or white), lxora (red, white, pink,
yellow, and orange, in both large and
dwarfl forms), Duranta (mauve or white,
with bright-orange berries), and the
gardenia-like Tubernacmontana (pure
white).

For fragrance, plant Gardenta augusta
(which does not, however, like very hot
climates), Murraya paniculata (popularly
known as orange jessamine), Cananga
odorata (actually a small tree, though
there is a small variety), Cestrum noc-
turnum (a night-bloomer, as its name
suggests, and very potently scented),
or one of several varieties of Jaaminumn.

Undoubtedly the most famous of
tropical creepers is Bougainvillea, the
'lowers' of which —actually bracts —
bring vivid splashes of color to countless
gardens. Over the years, cultivars have
made it available in a rainbow spectrum,
from magenta to snow white, sometimes
two colors appearing on the same plant.
Bougainvillea is commonly seen
sprawling over walls or down from
raised beds, but with frequent pruning it
can be used for a hedge or as a standard.

Walls, trellises, or other supports can
be transformed with such flowering
creepers as Solandra maxima, the cup of
gold; yellow Allamanda, which also
comes in a shrub form; multi-colored
Ipomoea, the morning glory; Quurqualio
indica, the red, white, and pink Rangoon
creeper; white or mauve Thunbergia
grandiflora; or Petrea volubilis, with
mauve-blue sprays that are the closest
thing to a wisteria to be found in the
tropics. Under the right conditions, two
extraordinary jungle climbers worth
trying are Strongylodon macrobotrys, with
spectacular clusters of jade-green

No tropical gorden is complete without a Hibiscus. Hibiscus filiaceus
flowers for most of the year.

fowers, and Mucuna bennettid, the New
Guinea creeper, on which similar blooms
are bright red-orange. A creeping
member of the Fieus genus, F pumila,
makes a solid, moss-like covering for
walls in a sunny location.

Foliage plants

Numerous tropical plants are grown
primarily for their striking foliage,
effective either in a mixed bed with
flowering specimens or to create
interesting color and texture on their
own.

Some that can be used either in sun
or partial shade include Acalypba, with
leaves that range from green-and-white
to brown with a pink edge; Codiacum,
also a popular house plant because of its
seemingly endless variety of leaf colors
and shapes; Cordyline, the Hawaiian "ti’
plant, of which numerous color variants
have been raised; bromeliads, a large
family that includes the pineapple and
also some 50 other genera and 2,500
recognized species; Philodendron
bipinnatifidum, a self-heading member of
the family with huge, dramatic leaves;
and Dracaena, which comes in many
forms of which the familiar ‘corn plant’,
seen in so many homes, is only one.
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Foliage plants are particularly valu-
able in shady areas, where most flower-
ing plants are not successful. Among the
most often used for such purposes are
Dieffenbachia, which has white, cream, or
yellow markings on the leaves; Aglaonema,
a low-growing specimen with patterned
ICHVCS thﬂt mﬂkes d good grDU]ld cover;
Maranta and Calathea, two other low
growers that look similar with their
intricate markings; Polyscias, with leaves
in a remarkable variety of shapes;
Avplenium, popularly called the bird's
nest fern; and Sehefflera, which has over
700 species of assorted sizes and habits.

Plants for tropical effect
There are a number of beautiful plants
thatare neither trees nor shrubs but that
are essential in creating the sort of effects
most people associate with a tropical
garden. Orchids, for example, by far the
largest family of Howering plants, are
mostly native to warm, humid places and
can provide wonderfully exotic splashes
of color whether grown on trees or
displayed in a special enclosure of their
own. Bromeliads, too are a huge family
of some 52 genera and more than 2,500
recognized species, and with their highly
varied leaves and often spectacular
flowers are effective in massed plantings
(especially in small gardens) or as
dramatic potted specimens on terraces.
(In Hawaii, where they grow with
notable vigor, there are gardens that
consist almost entirely of various
bromeliads and yet present a surpris-
ingly wide range of textures and colors.)
Some of the most populm' p|ants used

to create a tropical mood are members of

the large Heliconia genus, mostly native
to South America but now found in
gardens throughout the tropics. These
range from low-growing to tall robust
plants, some with erect displays of

colored bracts, others with hanging

flowers, still others grown principally for

their decorative foliage. Given rich,
moist but well-drained soil and adequal‘e
sunlight, heliconias always make a
memorable display, though gardeners
“'I'\O ['..':IVOI‘ a IO“"—[nainiCnanCe ilppl'clﬂch
should remember that they tend to
spread rampantly and can become
invasive in small areas.

Close relatives to the heliconias are
members of the Musaceae or banana
family. A clump of real fruiting bananas
outside a patio is a dramatic sight, but
for smaller gardens some of the varieties
grown for their flowers or leaves
(M. ornata, for examp|e) may be more
suitable. Other popular exotics include
Alpinia, grown either for its prominent
flower bracts or for its striking varie-
gi\ted lEaVeS; Rt?['u‘.’”dfl‘f. l}lf.‘ T.ra\-"{':ll{':r's
palm, almost an emblem of the tropics
and also useful for screening; the im-
pressive torch ginger (Ltlingera elatior),
with flowers that rise straight from the
ground; Coustus, which grows in a spiral
pattern with flowers at the tops of the
stalks; Strelitzia, the famous bird of
paradise; and various aroids, especially
Antburiun and Alocasia.

SEASIDE GARDENS

Planting a garden on a tropical seashore
presents special problems. The soil is
often little more than sand, water can be
scarce (particularly on islands), and
S(’:iisorlal monsoon W‘il‘l(ls can EJ(:
murderous on delicate ornamentals.
Proper conditioning of the growing
areas 1s more important in such places
than almost anywhere else. Plenty of
humus and other organic material will
make a dramatic difference; so will as
much topsoil as you can afford to bring
in from other places. In designing both
house and garden, try to provide wind-

screening for areas where you want
arrangements that look attractive all year
mund; this can be done through planl'ing.
usually of native species able to withstand
the sea winds (look around at wild areas
to identify these) or architecturally with
walls or other features.

In selecting plants, concentrate on
drought-resistant species, a category that
is far broader than many might suppose.
The graceful coconut palm is an obvious
choice, though it should be kept clear of
buildings (or have ripening fruit regularly
removed). Useful seaside trees that
require little or no care include Cauarina
species, Hibiscws tliacens (known as the
sea hibiscus), Coccoloba uvifera (the sea
grape), Scaevola taccada (both low tree
and large shrub), Termialia catappa (the
sea almond), Barringtonia asiatica (ex-
cellent for screening), and several species
of Fieus. Plumeria, Cassia, Delonix, Lager-
slroemia, and Erythrina may need some
protection from the wind, but bloom
most spectacularly under such dry
conditions.

Both Bougainvillea and Allamanda
thrive by the sea, even in exposed situ-
ations, and so do species of Crinum,
Lantana, Adenium, Sansevieria,
Catharantbus (Madagascar periwinkle),
most succulents like Kalanchoe and Agave,

El.l'ld Severﬂl gr‘ouncl COVers SUCh as
Portulaca and Wedelia.

CONTAINER GARDENING
A considerable amount of tropical
gardening is done in containers, not only
Smﬂ” ones Ii](e thS on bn'.‘llC(J]'liCS Z‘lnd
strategically placed around patios and
terraces to show off prize specimens, but
also large ones that are built-in features
of many houses, hotels, and other
structures.

The key to success with any container,
as in the garden itself, is a good, nu-

Sy

The stately Casuaring glauca requires very litle care and is ideal for o
seqside garden.

tritious growing medium and adequate
drainage. Pre-mixed potting soil is
available in most places and saves a good
deal of time and labor, though for really
large containers it is probably still best
to mix your own. This should consist of
good earth (preferably baked to kill any
weeds or pests it might contain), well-
rotted manure or a good substitute,
compost, and river sand, in a ratio of
2-1-1-1. At the bottom of the container
there should be a layer of broken shards,
gravel, or other material to prevent roots
from clogging the drainage holes; the
depth of this layer depends on the con-
tainer size and may be 12 in (30 cm) or
more in really large ones.

Most pol‘tec] plants should be watered
daily and regularly fed either with
compost or inorgz.*.nic fertilizers in pellet
form; some, however, like Bougainvillea
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and other seaside plants —the best
choices for high-rise balconies that
receive wind and sun—need to dry out
to bloom well. Water should never be
allowed to stand in trays or saucers that
may be placed under pots on terraces,
which is not only bad for the plants but
breeds mosquitoes as well.

MAINTENANCE AND PROPAGATION

However careful the plant selection,
there is really no such thing as a
maintenance-free tropical garden.
Continuous and often rapid growth
means there is nearly always some chore
to be done —weeding, pruning, raking
up leaves, removing dead branches —and
there are some otherwise desirable plants
that require frequent attention. The
stalks of heliconias and gingers, for
instance, must be cut back to the ground
after flowering, while some ground
covers like Wedelia need regular
l‘l‘in‘m‘!il‘l\.t:,r to |ieep them from becoming
legey.

Pruning is necessary to induce more
flowering in many shrubs and creepers
and also to maintain a desired shape.
Invest in good equipment for this—

A layer of mulch conserves moisture, soves water and provides exfro
nufrition.

certainly strong hand shears, probably
hedge shears, possibly a saw for larger
tree branches —and keep them clean and
sharp. In places where there is a
pronounced division between wet and
dry seasons, the best time for heavy
pruning is when the rains stop, though
in other areas it mighl g0 on more or less
all the time when needed. Don't hesitate
to prune drastically; most shrubs will
quickly recover, flower more profusely,
and have a better shape by this method
than by the occasional removal of a few
tall branches. Hedges, especially formal
ones, should probably be shaped three
or four times a year, informal ones at
least twice.

Watering is important in prolonged
dry periods, especially for more delicate
plants, lawns, and ground covers.
Ideally, this should be a good soaking
rather than a light sprinkling, which
mostly does little more than encourage
surface root growth. A layer of mulch is
a great help in conserving moisture and
saving on water use.

Finally, there is the problem of pests,
a whole multitude of them —mites,
thrips, stem borers, leafminers, aphids,
caterpillars, mealybugs, snails, and
assorted fungi, to mention only some.
Whether to spray or not to spray is a
hotly debated topic among tropical
gardeners, and the ultimate decision is
up to the individual; with most,
probably, it comes down to spraying
only when absolutely necessary but
admitting that occasionally it is
necessary. It helps, though, to keep the
garden as clean as possible, to inspect
new plants carefully when buying them,
and to hand-pick as many leaf eaters as
possible; in a number of places, too,
there are organizations that offer expert
advice on pesticide-free gardening.

Propagation ol tropical plants is by

one or another of a variety of methods.
Perhaps the easiest for shrubs is through
cuttings, either soft or hard wood, which
are then placed to root in a mixture of 3
parts river sand and 1 part compost; as
an alternative, some gardeners advocate
wrapping the base of the cuttings with
darnp sphagnum moss and putl'ing them
in sealed plastic bags until they root.
Dipping them into one of the now widely
available hormone rooting powders is
also beneficial.

Layering and marcotting are popular
methods with shrubs and trees that are
hard to root from cuttings. The first
involves simply pegging a low branch to
the ground and covering it with earth
until it roots. In marcotting (often used
to produce quite large plants of selected
fruit varieties) the outer bark of a
section of branch is removed with a
sharp knife and the area covered first
with moist soil, then with moss or
coconut fibre, finally with plastic, tied
tightly; the soil must be kept moist until
roots appear, after which the branch can
be removed below the marcot.

A number of plants, such as heliconias,
cannas, gingers, and some tufted palms,
are propagated by division of growing
shoots, or suckers, that emerge from the
underground roots. These should be
severed with a sharp teol and placed in
pots until they are of sufficient size to be
planted.

Seeds can be sown in pots or pans in
light soil —sterilized soil, compost, and
sand at a ratio of 1-1-2 is a good mixture
for all but very tiny seeds. It should be
kept in mind, though, that many seeds
quickly lose their viability in the tropics
and should be planted as quickly as
possible after collection; also that in the
case of some flowering trees seeds do not
always breed true as far as color is
concerned.

i i

Layering is o populor method of prapogation. Peg o low bronch fo the
ground and cover with soil until it roots.

PLANT NAMES

The proper names of tropical plants, like
those of any other, consist of the genus
and the species, both in Latin, sometimes
followed by the name of a particular
cultivar, which may be in any language.
These names constitute a universal
language and are thus far more useful
than popular ones, which vary from
place to place and are usually more
colorful than accurate. It might be useful
to know, however, that many tropical
plant names have changed over the
years, some in quite recent times, so
older books on the subject may not agree
with newer ones. Brugmanaia, for example,
used to be Datura, Catharantbus rosea
used to be Vinea rosea, and Etlingera elatior
(the torch ginger) has been, at one time
or another, Nicolata elatior, Phacomeria
magnifica, and Phacomeria speciosa. In the
present book, these older names are
sometimes listed as synonyms under the
current ones.
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ACHASMA

This genus of gingers from tropical
Southeast Asia is hardly known in
cultivation but often catches the eye of
travelers through rich lowland
rainforests. It is one of several genera
that characteristically have very tall lealy
shoots springing at intervals from a
thick, usually buried rhizome, and quite
separate flowering stems, from the same
rhizome but often far shorter or
sometimes virtually sitting on the
ground. They often have brilliantly
colored flowers. Some botanists now
regard Achasma as a synonym of
Etlingera.

Cultivation

They need very warm, humid and
sheltered conditions beneath trees or in a
courtyard, and a moist, humus-rich soil.
Propagate by division of rhizomes.

Achasma macrocheilos

syn. Achasmo megalocheilos

Yellow earth ginger

Native to Malaysia, this species has lealy
stems up to 20 ft (6 m) tall, but the small
head of several flowers sits just above
the litter of the forest floor. The large
lip’ of each flower is strikingly bicolored
in scarlet and yellow. ZONES 11-12.

Achasma macracheilos

AECHMEA

This genus consists of over 170 species
from Central and South America. Most
are epiphytes or rock-dwellers,
conserving water in the vase-like
structure formed by the rosette of stiff
leaves, which may be barred, striped or
otherwise patterned, and prickly
margined in some such as Aechmea
agavifolia. Flowers are small but often
intensely colored, in dense spikes that
vary greatly in size and structure but
always with numerous overlapping
bracts that usually contrast in color with
the flowers —a typical example is
Aechmea ‘Mary Brett'. The berry-like
fruits are often colorful as well.

Cultivation

They grow happily outdoors, most
preferring filtered sun. Despite being
epiphytes, they will grow on the ground
as long as soil is open and high in
humus, and the bed is raised slightly.
Propagate by division (separating ‘pups’
with a sharp knife), or from seed.

Aechmen agavifolio

Aechmen chanfinii

Aechmea chantinii

Known as the Queen of the Aechmeas,
this species from northwestern South
America has vivid red and yellow
flowers rising above long, drooping,
salmon-orange bracts. The rosettes
consist of olive green leaves often with
silvery gray, dark green or almost black
banding. The flowers are followed by
blue or white berries. It has an upright,
urn-like habit and reaches a height and
spread of 12-24 in (30-60 cm). ‘Black’ is

one of several cultivars. ZONES 11-12.

Aechmea fasciata

Silver vase

Reminiscent of a formal flower
arrangement, this Brazilian species has a
‘vase’ of silvery gray leaves irregularly
barred green, from which emerges a
short, broad cluster of mauve-blue
lowers among crowded, spiky bracts of
a most delicate clear pink. The rosettes,
up to about 18 in (45 cm) high, do not
clump up much. ZONES 10-12.
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Aechmea chantinii ‘Bluck’

Aechmea fosciofo
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Aechmen nidulorivides

Aechmea pinefiang

Aechmea nidvlarioides
This species has strap-like leaves about

24 in (60 em) long; the flowering stalk

terminates in a rosette of red

bracts at the center of which sit yellow
flowers in an eye-catching display.
ZONES 10-12.

Aechmea pineliana

Attractive grown in bright light or full
sun where the foliage takes on a deep
rose color, this south Brazilian species
grows to a height and spread of 12-15 in
(3038 cm). It has a dense upright habit
with stiff, pointed gray-green leaves
edged with red spines. The yellow
flowers form a short, cylindrical head
and are borne above the scarlet stems
and bracts. On maturity the flowers turn
black. It is sun and cold tolerant and
adapts well to outdoor conditions.
ZONES 10-12.

Aechmea ‘Royal Wine’

This is a popular hybrid cultivar which
has adapted well to indoor culture. It has
strap-like, bright green leaves with red

Aechmag ‘Royal Wine’

bases and a slightly branched, pendent
inflorescence with dark blue petals. The
fruit is orange. ZONES 11-12.

Aechmea ‘Shining Light’

This hybrid cultivar has a broad rosette
0[" ICZ‘IVCS thﬂt are glUSS‘}’. P('_lle' gl'een
above and wine red on the undersides. It
produces a large, about 24 in (60 cm)
high, much-branched panicle, with
bright red bracts and numerous small
red flowers. ZONES 11-12.

ALPINIA

Ornamental ginger

Of Asian and Pacific origin, these plants
are widely cultivated in tropical and
subtropical gardens for their showy
blooms, some as commercial cut flowers.
They grow from fleshy rhizomes to form
large clumps. The aboveground shoots
are in fact pseudostems consisting of
tightly furled leaf bases as in cannas and
bananas. The large thin leaves form

2 rows. Although strictly speaking
perennials, they do not die back and can
be used in the garden like a shrub.

Cultivation

Alpinias appreciate part-shade, a warm,
moist atmosphere and rich soil.
Propagate by division.

Alpinia galonga
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Alpinia galanga

Galangal, Thai ginger

Although most alpinias are grown for
ornament a.l'ld are not ['Cgill'ded as et.'liblt‘.
this Southeast Asian species is the source
of an important spice, a vital ingredient
of Thai cooking in particular. It is the
thick, white-tleshed rhizome that is used,
either freshly grated, dried or powdered
(‘laos powder’), to add a subtle piquancy
to dishes such as curries. The plant
makes a clump of lealy stems 6 ft (1.8 m)
high. The flowers, white with pink
markings, are not very showy.

ZONES 11-12.

Alpinia purpurata

Red ginger

From the Pacific Islands, this species
produces showy spikes of small white
Howers among vivid scarlet bracts
throughout the year. The glossy leaves
are narrow and lance-shaped. New
plantlets sprout among the Hower bracts
and take root when the dying flower
stems fall to the ground under the
weight of the growing plantlets. The
plants grow to 10 ft (3 m) tall.
ZONES 11-12.

Alpinio zerumbet

Alpinia zerumbet

syns Alpinia nutans, A. speciosa

Shell ginger

This evergreen, clump-forming perennial
grows to around 10 ft (3 m) with a
spread of 5-10 ft (1.5-3 m). It has long,
(]CHSCI‘_\-’ milssed stems \"'i[h l)l'U:-ld. ngCn
leaves. The drooping sprays of flowers,
starting as waxy white or ivory buds,
open one at a time to reveal .\!e”ow lips
with pink- or red-marked throats.
‘Variegata' has leaves irregularly striped
yellow; it tends to be lower growing.
ZONES 10-12.

AMORPHOPHALLUS

The inflorescence of these plants consists
of a large encircling bract (Spalhe) from
the center of which emerges a fleshy
spike of tiny Hlowers, the male and female
flowers arranged in separate zones. The
spike is large and often knob-like, and is
the source of the foul smell given off by
many of the species when in flower. They
are leafless in the tropical dry season,

Alpinia purpurat

dying back to a large underground tuber.
At the start of the wet season they send
up their flowers, shortly followed by a
single, deeply lobed leaf that may be
quite large and long stalked.

Cultivation

These plants prefer a sheltered, humid
position and deep, fertile, humus-rich
soil. Keep well watered in the growing
season. After the foliage dies back, the
tuber should be kept fairly dry. Propa-
gation is mainly by transplanted tubers,
which usually multiply by small offsets.

Amorphophallus paeoniifolivs

Elephant yam, telingo potato

This species has a solitary leal up to 3 ft
(1 m) long on a dark green, pale-spotted
stalk. The purple and green, white-
spotted spathe, up to 10 in (25 cm)
across, has a protruding spadix with a
very large, spongy, deep purple terminal
knob. ZONES 11-12.

ANTHURIUM

Flamingo flower

This is a huge and diverse genus of ever-
green, shrubby or climbing epiphytes in
the arum family. Familiar as florists’

Amorphophallus poeoniifolivs
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plants and cut flowers are 2 to 3 species
with typically brilliant red flat spathes
held above broad leathery leaves; selection
and breeding has broadened the range of
colors to include white, pink and orange.
The actual flowers are the tiny bumps
gathered around the central spadix.

Cultivation

Anthuriums are easy to grow. Indoors,
they need bright light, high humidity
and constant warmth and moisture to
flower. Plant outdoors in a humid
position, in well-drained, peaty soil in
tull or part-shade out of the wind. Keep
soil moist but not soggy. Propagate from
rhizomes. Potted plants need dividing
and repotting every few years.

Anthurivm andraeanum

Grown for its large, brilliantly colored
spathe with raised veining, this species
grows to about 24 in (60 cm) high, with
large heart-shaped leaves. The plants
only produce one or two flowers at a
time but they bloom all year. The
spathes, so glossy they appear varnished,
are typically bright red, but other colors
have been bred including pink, and
green marbled with red. ZONES 11-12.

Anthurivm andraeanum
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Anthurium scherzerianum

Flamingo flower

Growing to 24-30 in (60-75 cm), this
species typically has red spathes, with
curled spadices, but cultivars vary from
white to pink to very dark red,
sometimes with paler spots. The
f‘.‘.longarf_‘d. [‘a.th(:_‘.l” dll“ gl‘ee]’l IEﬂ\"ES are
very thick and learhery. ZONES 10-12.

BAMBUSA

Bamboo

This is a genus of around 120 species of
clump-forming bamboos found in
tropical and subtropical Asia. Many are
very large, up to 80 ft (24 m) tall or even
more, with strong, woody, hollow stems.
The upper parts of the stems are olten
arching, and branch at the nodes into
wiry branchlets with masses of grass-like
leaves. The lowers are rather

Bambusa multiplex

insignificant, often half-hidden among
the foliage on slender, arching panicles
which are usually produced rather
intermittently.

Cultivation

They thrive in tropical climates with
humid conditions and deep, humus-rich
soil. Plant young bambusas in part-
shade. Propagate by division.

Bambusa multiplex

syn. Bombusa gloucescens

Hedge bamboo

A native of southern China, this variable
species has gracefully arching stems
usually 10-30 ft (3-9 m) tall and 1-2 in
(25-50 mm) in diameter topped with
plumes of narrow, 6 in (15 cm) long
leaves with silvery undersides. It is
mostly represented in gardens by yellow-
leafed and variegated cultivars.
‘Alphonse Karr' has yellow-striped
stems, tinted pink when young.
‘Riviereorum’ is a relatively dwarfl
cultivar with 5-10 ft (1.5-3 m) stems.
ZONES 9-12.

BEGONIA

Begonia

Many begonias are grown as indoor
plants, prized either for their beautifully
colored and textured |"0|ia.ge or showy
flowers, sometimes both present in the
one species or cultivar. Mostly
evergreen, they have broad, usually
asymmetrical leaves of rather brittle and
waxy texture. Female flowers, as distinct
from male flowers which are on the same
plant, have broad, colored flanges on the

ovaries which develop into winged fruits.

Cultivation

As indoor plants they do well in
standard potting mix with peat moss or
leafmold added to increase acidity. Grow
in bright to moderate light, with good

Begonio fuchsioides

ventilation and high humidity. Pinch

back young plants of the shrubby type to

keep them compact and to encourage
flowers. Propagate from stem or leaf
cuttings (laying the cut leaf blades flat
on damp sand and weighing them down
with pebbles), or by division of
rhizomes, or from seed. Watch for gray
mold, powdery mildew and botrytis if
conditions are too damp.

Begonia ‘Cleopatra’

A rhizomatous begonia, this is a popular,
EELSLV-‘EO-gI‘DW' plal’lt '\‘Vith da dl‘:l’lse mass Ol:
shortly creeping rhizomes that support
crowded, sharply lobed, yellow-green
and purplish brown leaves. It bears
profuse, long-stalked sprays of pale pink
flowers. It is a popular balcony plant,
thriving in hot sun. ZONES 10-12.

Begonia ‘Erythrophylla’

syn. Begonio ‘Feasti’

Beefsteak begonia

Grown chiefly for its attractive foliage,
the large, leathery leaves are some 4 in
(10 cm) wide, bright green above and
deep l'ed'bl'ﬂwn Underneﬂ.th. The Spra}"'s
of delicate pink flowers on 6 in (15 cm)
stalks are a bonus. Apart from its
popularity as an indoor plant, this easily
grown cultivar makes an interesting
garden plant for lightly shaded spots.
ZONES 10-12.

Begonio 'Cleopatra’

Begonia fuchsioides

This shrubby begonia has small,
crowded, oval leaves, flushed pink on
new growths. Small coral-red to pale
pink flowers are borne in numerous
short sprays over a long season. Suitable
for outdoor use, it grows to 3 ft (1 m)
tall with an erect, closely branched habit
and gracefully drooping branchlets. It
prefers good light. ZONES 10-12.

Begonia % hiemalis

syn. Bagonio < elafior

This name applies to a group of hybrid
cultivars originating from crosses
between Begonia socotrana and Tuber-
hybrida Group begonias, resulting in a
range of easily grown plants with single
or double blooms in subtle colors from
white through yellow and orange to red
and pink. They have fibrous rather than
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Begonia ‘Pink Shasta"

tuberous root systems and tend to die
after flowering, though some newer
cultivars have overcome this drawback.
ZONES 10-11.

Begonia ‘Pink Shasta’

One of the ‘angel-wing’ type of cane-
stemmed begonias, ‘Pink Shasta’ grows
to 3—4 ft (1-1.2 m) high with branching
stems and leaves slightly silver spotted.
It produces pendulous panicles of light
salmon-pink flowers. It originated as a
seedling of ‘Shasta’, which is derived
from B:’_f}tifrt}i' cocetnea. ZONES 10-12.

BILLBERGIA

Vase plant

This genus of bromeliads consists of
around 50 species of evergreen
perennials from Central and South
America. The majority of species are
‘tank epiphytes’, plants perched on trees
with the bases of their broad, strap-like
leaves tightly overlapping around a
central hollow which fills with rainwater,
providing a reservoir for the plant
between rainfalls. The horny-textured
leaves are often edged with small teeth
and in many species have a coating of
mealy, grayish white scales interrupted
by greener bands. Showy, stalked flower
clusters appear at any time of year from
the centers of the leal rosettes, with pink

or red bracts often more conspicuous
than the tubular flowers.

Cultivation

Species of Billbergia are easy to grow and
make ideal indoor plants, or they can be
planted outdoors in sheltered, humid spots
in the garden. A porous, fast-draining
soil mix suits them, or they can be planted
on a mound of stones. Some species soon
form quite large clumps and can be
propagated by division after flowering;
the slower-growing ones are propagated
b}" Cutl‘iﬂg 0[“!“ the bf—lsil] 'pupsj. \Vhich are
treated as cut'ling& Scale insects and
mealybugs can be a problem with these
bromeliads, and brown leaves may be
the result of too much sun.

Billbergia nutans

Queen'’s tears, friendship plant

This popular species from southern
Brazil and Argentina can be grown
outdoors in sheltered rockeries or tubs,
even in full sun. Indoors it likes coarse
potting mix and good light. Reaching a
height of 24 in (60 cm) and spreading to
make large dense clumps, its pale olive
green leaves are grass-like, tapering into
long thread-like recurving tips, and
pendent clusters of flowers on long
arching spikes. The curled-back petals
are an unusual combination of pale
green and navy blue, but it is the long
pink bracts that really catch the eye.
ZONES 10-12.

BROMELIA

This genus gives its name to the large
family Bromeliaceae (the bromeliads).
The 50 or so species of Bromelia are
scattered widely through South America
and parts of Central America and the
West Indies. They are mostly ground-
dwelling perennials resembling
pineapple plants, with strong, hooked

Bromelio balonsoe

spines along the margins of their long,
stiff leaves which generally turn a
bronzy color in strong sun. The leaves
form large rosettes, which in some
species can multiply by sending out |01‘|g
rhizomes to make extensive clumps. A
stout flower spike arises from the center
of the rosette surrounded by leaf-like
bracts that may be brilliantly colored;
the flowers are tubular and densely
packed and give way to large fleshy
yellow fruits, which in some species are
used medicinally.

Cultivation

Bromelia species are mostly grown
outdoors, thriving in full sun and well-
drained soil. rl'l'ne‘\_-' are relatively free from
diseases and pests. Propagate from offsets
or seeds, keeping seedlings well venti-
lated to discourage damping off fungus.

Bromelia balansae

Heart of flame

This vigorous species reaches a height of
5 ft (1.5 m) and can spread extensively.
Its flower spike is up to 3 ft (1 m) tall
and is surrounded by glossy, brilliant
scarlet, spiny-edged bracts, the longer,
lower ones only colored at the base. The
purple flowers are in a series of dense
heads among shorter whitish bracts. The
dull orange-yellow berries can form very
large clusters, taking almost a year to
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Billbergia nutans

ripen. This plant has been used in South
America as an impenetrable living fence.
ZONES 10-12.

CALADIUM

Now undergoing a slight revival in
popularity, caladiums include some of
the showiest but most tender tropical
Foliage planis, prizcd for the gorgeous
colors and rich patterning of their large,
thin leaves. Consisting of 7 species from
tropical South America, the genus
belongs to the arum family, resembling
the taro genus (Colocasia) in gmwlh
habit with underground tubers and
leaves of the ‘elephant-ear’ type. They
are deciduous in the tropical dry season,
the tubers going through a dormant
stage. The flowering stems are typical of
the arum type, not very showy, with a
thin, greenish white spathe half-hidden

LII'ldCI" l'I'IC ICEI\"CS.
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Cultivation

They need bright light but not direct
sun. Plant tubers in peat moss or
sphagnum, transplanting when sprouted
into a humus-rich soil.

Coladium bicolor
5

Colathea burle-marxii

Caladivm bicolor

syn. Caladium < horfulanum

Angel wings, elephant’s ears, fancy-leafed caladium
Caladiums reached a height of popu-
larity in the USA before World War 11,
when at least a thousand cultivars were
listed. There has been debate as to
whether the wild parents all belong to
the South American Caladium bicolor in
the broad sense, or whether they
included several species (in which case
many of the cultivars should correct|y be
treated as C. X hortulanum). Their leaves
are typically arrowhead-shaped but some
cultivars have narrower leaves, wedge-
shaped at the base. Color varies from
plain green with a red or pink center to
intricate combinations of green, white,
pink and red, usually with dark green
veining. Plants reach 12-24 in (30-60 cm)
high. In tropical climates they can remain
in the ground year round, and may
naturalize in damp areas. ZONES 10-12.

CALATHEA

Consisting of 300 or so species of
evergreen perennials of the arrowroot
family, native to Central and South
America and the West Indies, this genus
is prized for its decorative foliage. At
least one species is grown as a food crop,
vielding small starchy tubers. The long-
stalked, mostly upright leaves are usually
large and often beautifully variegated in
shades of green, white, pink, purple and
maroon, and usually purplish on the
undersides. The flowers are interesting
but rarcly showy, in short dense spikes
with overlapping bracts that may be
white or variously colored and often
paril_y hidden beneath the l'0|iugc.

Cultivation

In the wet tropics and subtropics cala-
theas make attractive foliage plants for
outdoor landscaping in shaded areas

beneath trees or in courtyards. Many
will thrive in low light levels. Plant in
humus-rich, moist but well-drained soil.
Water freely in warmer weather and ferti-
lize regularly. Propagate by division of
rhizomes. The sheathing leaf bases often
harbor mealybugs, and the foliage can be
affected by aphids, spider mites and thrips.

Calathea burle-marxii

Named in honor of the renowned
Brazilian landscape designer, Roberto
Burle Marx, whose gardens featured
dramatic swathes of plants such as
calatheas, this east Brazilian species
grows rapidly up to & [t (1.5 m) high,
with short bamboo-like stems growing
erect from the rhizomes. The leaves may
be over 24 in (60 cm) |0|'1g and half as
wide, bright green with a yellowish
central stripe on the upper surface,
duller gray-green beneath. The % in

(20 mm) long pale violet flowers emerge
from waxy white bracts grouped in a
large spike. ZONES 11-12.

Calathea veitchiana

One of the taller growing calatheas, to
3 ft (1 m) or more in height, this species
from Peru has leaves blotched light
green along the center, the blotches
bordercd b__\.’ SCEHOPE‘d ba.ndS 0{‘ CILI”
green; these in turn are bordered
greenish yellow, while on the underside
the dark green areas become purple. The
small white flowers are borne in a club-
shaped spike with green bracts. This
species is named after a horticulturalist,
James Veitch, whose famous English
nursery continued throughout the
nineteenth century. ZONES 11-12.

Calathea zebrina

Zebra plont

This vigorous species from Brazil is
usually 24-36 in (60-90 cm) tall, and
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can develop into a broad clump of
crowded stems, its habit reminiscent of a
dwarf canna except that the large,
velvety, deep green leaves are marked by
parallel stripes or bars of pale
chartreuse; the undersides are purplish
red. The leaves can be trimmed away to
reveal clusters of chocolate brown bracts
which protect the flowers. ZONES 10-12.

(olothen veitchiana

(alothea zebring




Canno > generalis

CANNA

This genus of robust rhizomatous
perennials consists of about 25 species,
all native to tropical and South America.
Sler‘ldEI' HOW‘EI‘ing stems gFO\r\-' Up
through the centers of these false stems,
{:mcrging at l‘l‘lc l’Op \'\'il‘h Sh(}‘\’}-’ {']D\VCI'S
of asymmetrical structure. Most of the
wild species have rather narrow-petalled
flowers in shades of yellow, red or
pu]‘ple. A_“ gal“dcrl cannas are h‘}’brids.
TI’]E CB]O[‘S [‘ang(—.‘ Fr'DlTl the common r'edS.
oranges and yellows through to apricots,
creams and pinks. The leaves can be
green, bronze or purple, or sometimes
white or yellow striped. Plants range in

height from 18 in (456 cm) to 8 ft (2.4 m).

Cultivation

Cannas thrive outdoors. They are sun-
loving plants and thrive in hot dry
weather as long as water can be kept up
to the roots, ('lnd thel}-' I‘CSpOl’lCl \\"31] to
heavy feeding. Cut back to the ground
after flowering has finished. Propagate
by division.

Canna X generalis
Canna X generalts is the name given to a
large group of canna hybrids of

unknown or complex parentage. Plants
are extremely variable, ranging from
dwarfs less than 3 ft (1 m) to large
growers that reach 6 ft (1.8 m). Foliage
is also variable and may be plain green,
reddish, purple or variegated. Flowers
come in all the warm shades, either in
plain single colors such as the orange-
red ‘Brandywine', or spotted or streaked
as in the yellow and red 'King Numbert'.
'Kénigin Charlotte’ has dazzling red
[lowers. ‘Lenape’ is a dwarf hybrid
cultivar with bright yellow flowers with
a red throat and brownish red spots; it
grows to a height of only 30 in (75 cm).
‘Lucifer’ is a most attractive hybrid
cultivar with yellow-edged red petals
and purple-toned leaves. It is one of the
newer dwarf types, growing to 3 ft (1 m)
high. ZONES 9-12,

Canna indica

syn. Canna edulis

Indian shot

Despite the name, this species is native
to northern South America although it is
CUmmOnl‘\' l'lal'ul‘ahzed irl WArin I‘Cgions
elsewhere. Growing to about 8 ft (2.4 m)
tall, it has dark green leaves with purple
tones and bears dark red to yellow
flowers with very narrow petals,
followed shortly by fleshy spined
capsules containing black seeds —their
hardness and smooth spherical shape
ﬂllﬂwcd thcm to bE: Sllbstitl.lted Eol”
shotgun pe“ets, hence the common
name. Some strains, once distinguished
as Canna edults, have been cultivated for
the edible starch in their rhizomes,
known as ‘Queensland arrowroot'.
ZONES 9-12,

CELOSIA

Cockscomb, Chinese woolflower

This genus of erect annuals, perennials
and shrubs in the amaranthus family

contains 50 or more species from
warmer parts of Asia, Africa and the
Americas, but only one (Celovia argentea)
is widely cultivated as a bedding annual
and for cut flowers. It has evolved in
cultivation into several dilferent forms,
hardly recognizable as belonging to the
one species. It has simple, soft, strongly
veined leaves; the variation is almost
wholly in the structure of the heads of
the small flowers, which have undergone
proliferation and deformation in the two
major cultivated races.

Cultivation

Species of Celosia are well adapted to hot
climates, withstanding the fiercest heat.
They require full sun, rich, well-drained
soil and constant moisture. Propagate
from seed.

Celosia argentea

syns Celosio cristota, C. pyramidolis

Probably native to tropical Asia, this
erect annual can reach 3 ft (1 m) or

more in height. The leaves are mid-

Celosia argenteo

Conna indica

green; the silvery white flowers appear
in dense, erect, pointed spikes with a
silvery sheen. The species is best known
in the guise of two strikingly different
cultivar groups, which in turn are hardly
recognizable as belonging to the species.
These are the Plumosa Group, with
erect, plume-like heads of tiny deformed
flowers in a range of hot colors, and the
Cristata Group (cockscombs), with
bizarre wavy crests of fused Hower
stalks also in many colors. ZONES 10-12.




(elosin spicato

Celosia spicata

Of uncertain origin, this annual species
has appeared in recent years as a cut
flower. Growing to 24 in (60 cm) or
more, it has an erect, slender habit and
much narrower leaves than Celosia
argentea. The Howers are neatly crowded
onto terminal spikes, opening
progressively from the base with the
buds purplish pink and the chaffy
flowers ageing to pale silvery pink as the
spikes elongate. The flowers last well
when dried. ZONES 10-12.

CHLOROPHYTUM

This is a large genus of lilies related to
Anthericum, consisting of over 200 species
scattered through parts of Africa, south-
ern Asia, South America and Australia,
tl‘lough the vast majority are native to
southern and tropical Africa. These are

evergreen perennials with short
rhizomes, the roots often swollen and
fleshy. Grown for their foliage, the strap-
shaped, sword-shaped or lance-shaped
leaves vary in size, thickness and
coloration, while the small starry white
or greenish flowers are hardly showy.
Only one species is widely cultivated; it
is regarded as one of the hardiest of
indoor plants.

Cultivation

They are not fussy about soil or growing
medium as long as drainage is adequate
and they thrive in light to medium shade.
Water freely. Propagate from seed, by
division, or by means of the plantlets
thdt (J]'.tel'l FOI‘ITI on ﬂowering stems.

Chlorophytum comosum

Spider plant, hen-and-chickens

Native to moist coastal regions of South
Africa, this species is widely grown for
its attractive grass-like foliage and is one
of the most popular plants for hanging
baskets. In mild climates it can make a
ground cover in the shade of trees, grow-
ing to a height of 12 in (30 cm). Rosettes
of narrow leaves up to 18 in (45 cm)
long multiply to form dense, untidy
clumps. The long, weak, branched
flowering stems carry small star-shaped
white flowers through much of the year,
and small plantlets develop on the stems
after flowering, enabling the plant’s
rapid spread. The wild, green-leafed
form can be invasive but several forms
with cream- or yellow-striped leaves are
more popular as garden or indoor plants:
‘Mandaianum’ is a compact form, its
narrower dark green leaves irregularly
striped dull ye]low-green; ‘Picturatum’
has leaves with a broad yellow central
stripe; ‘Vittatum’ has leaves with a broad
white central stripe, usually with finer
stripes at the sides. ZONES 9-11.

CLIVIA

Kaffir lily

This genus of southern African lilies
consists of 4 species of evergreen
perennials with thick, strap-like, deep
green leaves springing from short
rhizomes with thick roots. Flowers are
borne in dense umbels terminating
somewhat flattened stems and are
funnel-shaped to trumpet-shaped, with
6 red to orange, sometimes green-tipped
petals that are partially fused into a tube,
They are sometimes followed by quite
conspicuous, deep red, berry-like fruits.

Cultivation

Plant in a shaded or part-shaded,
position in friable, well-drained soil; they
are surface-rooted and dislike soil
disturbance. Propagate by division after
Hlowering. Seed can also be used but
Plﬂnts can be SIOW to HGWE]‘.

Clivia caulescens

This is the rarest species in cultivation.
The sheathing bases of the leaves form a
basal IUEC]{' to each ShOOt. ﬂ.nd the
spreading, floppy leaves can sometimes
reach as much as 6 ft (1.8 m) in length.
Flowering stems are up to 18 in (45 cm)
high, bearing an umbel of narrowly
funnel-shaped, downward-curving
flowers only 1'% in (38 mm) long, pale
red with green tips and yellow
protruding stamens. ZONES 10-11.

Clivia miniata

Bush lily, fire lily

This most commonly cultivated and
showiest species is distributed widely in
eastern South Africa. About 18 in

(45 cm) in height, it has broad leaves,
sometimes up to 3 in (8 em) wide and
bears clusters of broadly funnel-shaped
flowers up to 3 in (8 cm) long, mostly
orange to scarlet with a yellow throat.
Many cultivars have been selected over

Chlorophytum comosum

(livia miniata

the years, including yellow and cream
forms. There is a group of especially
prized forms commonly called ‘hybrids’
with tulip-shapcd. dccp. rich scarlet
blooms. ZONES 10-11.

COLOCASIA

This genus of the arum family from
tropical Asia consists of 6 species of
evergreen tuberous perennials. The large
IEﬂVeS are ﬂrrﬂ“’heild-shaped or heart'
shaped, with prominent veins, supported
on a tall stalk that joins the blade a little
in from the edge. The flowering stems
ﬂppeal“ at l'].]'ly llme OE thc ycar ﬂ.nd are
]]ke Smﬂ“. P('l}e ‘YEHOW' Or cream Cd“d
lilies, with a delicate fragrance. At least



Colocosia esculento

2 Colocasia species are grown for their
edible tubers and others are occasionally
gl'o\\-’n a5 Url‘la]]’lentals.

Cultivation

They like a sheltered but sunny position
and fertile, humus-rich soil. Keep the soil
around the base of the plant firm to
support the slender stem. Water abun-
dantly and harvest tubers 8 months after
planting. Young shoots can be cooked
and eaten like asparagus, while the
starchy tubers can be boiled or roasted
like potatoes. Propagate by division.

Colocasia esculenta

syn. Colocasin anfiguorum

Taro, dasheen, eddoe, elephant’s ear

This evergreen species can stand 4-8
(1.2-2.4 m) tall, the |0ng leaf-stalks
supporting heart-shaped, mid- to dark
green leaves which are up to 24 in

(60 cm) long; the plants can spread by
slender runners. Colocauia esculenta var.
antiguorum (eddoe) has smaller but more
numerous tubers, The attractive
ornamental cultivar 'Fontanesii’ has dark
purple stalks and bronze-tinted leaves.
There are innumerable edible cultivars
of taro and one feature in which they
vary is the presence and amount of

irritant crystals in the tubers, which may
need to be removed by repeated boiling.
ZONES 10-12.

Colocasia gigantea

This species from the Malaysian region
has pale green leaves up to about 5 fi
(1.8 m) |ung and 3 ft (1 m) wide, their
undersides with a whitish bloom. The
whole plant can stand about 8 ft (2.4 m)
high with a short basal trunk at the apex
of which are produced a continuous suc-
cession of narrow cream spathes. [t grows
in slightly boggy clearings in rain-forest

and is easily cultivated. ZONES 10-12.

COSTUS

Spiral flag, spiral ginger

This genus of clump-forming evergreen
perennials consists of some 150 species.
They have ginger-like leaves arranged in
an ascending spiral around the stem, and
attractive terminal Howerheads with
overlapping bracts, rather like a pine
cone. The flowers which emerge between
the bracts are orange, yellow, pink, red
or white.

Cultivation

Grow in humus-rich soil in a well-lit
position, but not direct sunlight.
Propagate by division or from seed.
Plants grown indoors may be affected by
red spider mite.

Costus speciosus

Crepe ginger, spiral ginger

This tall-growing species has short
elliptic leaves running in a conspicuous
spiral up the slender cane-like stems that
are themselves gently twisted into a
spiral, and up to 8 ft (2.4 m) tall. The
large lowerheads consist of tightly
overlapping green bracts tinged reddish,
and white, sometimes pinkish flowers
with yellow centers and petals like silky

crépe, emerging one or two at a time
over much of the year. ZONES 11-12.

CRINUM

This genus of beautiful large bulbous
plants, allied to Amaryllis, occurs wild in
most warmer regions of the world. The
lily-like [lowers are borne in umbels at
the apex of thick flowering stems and
usually open progressively; usually
white or pink, they have six broad
petals, often upward-curving, and long
stamen filaments. Globular, thin-skinned
fruits contain large Heshy seeds that
have no dormancy and will begin to
germinate dry.

Cultivation

Bulbs should be planted in rich, moist
soil with the neck of the bulb above
ground level. Some species do best in
full sun, others appreciate a light shade.
Propagation is best from seed as dividing
the plants is difficult. The flowers usually
take a few seasons to develop with either
method. Most species are susceptible to
caterpillars, slugs and snails.

Crinum asiaticum

Asiatic poison lily, poison bulb

This tropical Asian species likes damp
soil, and can be p]aced at the margins of
a pond. Its long-necked bulbs sit on the
surface and produce evergreen, fleshy,
very broad leaves making a clump up to
about 4 ft (1.2 m) high. The stout
flowering stem can carry up to 50
sweetly scented white flowers with very
narrow petals, opening through much of
the year. There is a rare form with pale
pink flowers, another with soft golden
yellow leaves, and one with its leaves
boldly striped in green and cream. The
poisonous bulbs were once used
medicinally, as an emetic; they present
little danger in the garden. ZONES 10-12.

Crinum asiaticum

Crinum pedunculatum

Beach lily, swamp crinum

This species is similar to Creinuem
astaticum but is a more robust plant. It
makes large clumps of evergreen foliage,
the |0ng basﬂl HECkS l']('.'l]'dly diStEnded at
lhﬂ base il'ltO pr’oper bu]bs: tl'le du”
gl‘een IC{\VES are VEI:Y thici\'. a.nd leat'hEI‘_}’.
up to 4 ft (1.2 m) |ong. [t produces many
stout flowering stems of up to 3 ft (1 m)
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high, each bearing a long succession of
narrow-petalled white Howers with
showy long stamens. The shiny greenish
white fruit are up to 2 in (5 cm) wide. It
thrives in almost any sunny situation,
including exposed seashores and saline
swamps. A mature clump can reach

6-8 ft (1.8-2.4 m) wide. ZONES 10-12.

CROSSANDRA

This genus, of the acanthus family, has
simple leaves arranged in opposite pairs
and bear erect spikes of showy yellow to

Crinum pedunculatum

(rossandra pungsns

red flowers, opening progressively from
the base of the spike, each flower with
the petals opened out flat, like a hand.

Cultivation
Some species are popular as potted

plants for indoors or a heated greenhouse.

They need to be watered freely when in
full growth. Shoots that have flowered

should be cut back by about half.

Propagation is from seed or cuttings.

Crossandra pungens

This tropical African species has rather
narrow dull green leaves with a pattern
of paler veins. The flowers are borne in
spikes with broad, spiny-edged bracts
and are orange in color. ZONES 10-12.

CTENANTHE

Around 15 species belong to this genus
of tropical plants closely related to
Maranta and Calathea. They are ever-
green perennia|s or subshrubs with short
rhizomes; the taller species produce
forking, somewhat bamboo-like aerial
stems with a single leaf at each node.
The rather leathery, lance-shaped or
almost oblong leaves are borne on
slender stalks which broaden into
sheathing bases. The flowers are borne
in spikes with tighl[\f ovel‘lapping bracts
and are not showy.

Cultivation

Several species are widely grown as
indoor foliage plants, or outdoors in the
shade of trees, requiring protection from
drying winds. Indoors they require bright
to moderate |ight but direct sunlight may
cause the leaves to curl. They need
ample water during the growing season
and dislike low humidit‘\_*. Propagation is
usually from basal offshoots.

Ctenanthe oppenheimiana
This widely grown species is normally
about 18 in (45 cm) high but can grow

taller under good conditions. Its 1012 in
(25-30 cm) long leaves are oblong and
have a herringbone pattern of

broad grayish bars on a dull green
background, with dull red undersides.
Most commonly grown is the cultivar
"Tricolor’ with irregular blotches of
creamy yellow on its leaves; the red
undersides give it a reddish glow from
above. ZONES 10-12.

CYPERUS

Umbrella sedge, papyrus

Cyperas is an enormous genus of over
600 species of sedges, including both
annuals and evergreen perennials. They
include some of the world's most
troublesome weeds of crops and gardens,
for example nutgrass, Cyperus rotundi.
The broad clumps of thick, cylindrical or
3-angled, stems have grass-like leaves
springing from the base and are topped
by compact heads or large umbels of
small chaff-like flower spikes.

Cultivation

Most ornamental species do well at the
water’s edge or in boggy ground. Grow
in rich compost and water well. Direct
sunlight is tolerated. Repot when the
plant fills the container. If the tips turn
brown, the atmosphere may be too dry,
while a lack of new stems may indicate
too little light. Propagate from seed or
by division.

Cyperus papyrus

Paper reed, papyrus

The papyrus of the ancient Egyptians is
one of the stateliest of all water plants. It
is extremely rampant, growing 5-8 ft
(1.5-2.4 m) tall with an indefinite spread.
[ts long, sturdy, leafless stems carry
great starbursts of fine branchlets that
carry the tiny brown flowers. It will
grow in very shallow water and prefers a
sunny position. ZONES 10-12,
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DICHORISANDRA

This genus of about 25 species is related
to the wandering Jew (Zradescantia). The
foliage may be glossy green or banded or
striped with cream. The small cup-
shaped flowers are purple or blue and
are followed by fleshy orange fruits.

Cultivation

They can be grown in well-drained,
shady spots. They require adequate
moisture at all times and high humidity.
Propagate by division or from cuttings.

(tenanthe oppenheimiano

Cyperus popyrus




Dieffenbachio seguine Tropic Marianne’

Dichorisandra thyrsiflora

Blue ginger, Brazilian ginger

The common name for this species arises
from its ginger-like stems. The plant has
glossy, dark green leaves 12 in (30 cm)
long that are spirally arranged along the
upright stems. It produces dense
terminal clusters of deep purple-blue
flowers, and grows to a height of 8 ft
(2.4 m) and spread of 3 ft (1 m).

ZONES 10-12,

DIEFFENBACHIA

Dumb cane

A genus of about 30 species, these
evergreen, tulted perennials are often
grown as houseplants. Their large oval
leaves are often heavily marked with

creamy “"hil't‘ or ‘_\?C]]U\'\" SlI‘ipL‘S or PZI.T.'C!'IES.

Their sap makes the mouth and tongue
swell, rendering speech impossible.

Cultivation

Bright to moderate light suits them.
Allow the surface soil to become dry in
between thorough waterings as roots
may rot if they are over-watered.
Propagate Irom root cuttings or stem
cuttings laid horizontally in compost.

Dieffenbachia seguine

syns Dieffenbachio maculots, D. picto

This robust plant of up to 10 ft (1.3 m)
high has large, paddle-shaped, deep
green leaves marked sparsely with white
spots and blotches along the lateral veins
and insignificant, greenish white flowers.
[t lourishes in poor light. ‘Amoena’ has
bold green leaves with creamy white
bands and marbling between the veins;
‘Rudolph Roehrs’ grows to 3 ft (1 m)
with chartreuse leaves with green midribs
and green edges; "Tropic Marianne' has
vellowish green leaves, white midribs
and green edges. ZONES 10-12.

EICHHORNIA

Water hyacinth

These aquatic perennials have rosettes of
stalked, broadly oval or heart-shaped
leaves and terminal spikes of showy,
funnel-shaped Howers. They grow
floating in water, with no need to anchor
their roots; a raft of connected plants can
rapidly cover a large area of water,
choking rivers and blocking sunlight to
other marine life. Never grow them in
open watercourses.

Cultivation
They thrive in warm, 5|0w1y moving
water in full sun. Propagate by division.

Fichhornia crassipes

This species spreads to 18 in (45 cm) or
so. The pale violet [lowers are marked
with bright blue and gold, and occur in
upright terminal spikes. The rounded,
glossy green leaves are arranged in
rosettes. Its cultivation is prohibited in
most warmer countries. ZONES 9-12.

EPISCIA

The 6 species of this genus are related to
the African violet and make ideal plants
for hanging baskets. Long runners bear
tufts of ornamental leaves, which are
hairy and produced in whorls or
rosettes; they cascade down the sides of
the pot or basket, and given the right
conditions produce long-lasting, colorful
flowers. The flowers, either solitary or in
small racemes, have 5 lobes.

Cultivation

Plant in African violet mix or porous,
peaty, indoor plant mix in bright indirect
light. Poor light may result in few
flowers. They require constant warmth
and humidity, so are well suited to a
sunny bathroom or conservatory. Keep
moist at all times, but take care not to
over-water as it leads to rotting. Pinch
back stems after flowering to encourage
branching, and repot every year.
Propagate by laying runners in compost,
from cuttings or by division.

Episcia dianthiflora

Lace flower vine

This evergreen, low-creeping perennial
has rooting stems that provide an easy
means of propagation. Its small leaves,
to 2 in (5 cm) long, are dark green often
with red veins. Its pure white Howers

Fichhomia crossipes

Episcin dionthiflora

have purple spotting at the base and
inside the spur. The edges of the petals
are deeply and attractively fringed.
ZONES 10-12.

ETLINGERA

This genus of about 57 species has cane-
like stems and linear or lance-shaped
leaves. Small flowers surrounded by
waxy, colorful bracts are borne in torch-
like clusters at the tops of leafless stems
arising from the rhizome.



44 ANNUALS & PERENNIALS

Cultivation

They need moist, humus-rich soil and a
position in full sun or part-shade. Water
well during growth and less when
dormant. Indoors they require warmth,
high humidity and plenty of water
throughout the growth period.
Propagate from seed or by division.

Etlingera elatior

syns Nicolaia elotior, Phaeomeria speciosa

Torch ginger

The oblong leaves to 3 ft (1 m) long are
borne on 20 ft (6 m), bamboo-like leaf
stalks. A cluster of small, white- to gold-
rimmed, scarlet flowers appears,
embedded in a waxy, pyramid-like cone
of pink-edged, bright red bracts,
sometimes opening to 10 in (25 cm)
across. The inflorescence is borne on a
5 ft (1.5 m) leafless stem. ZONES 11-12,

FITTONIA

Nerve plant, painted net leaf

This genus consists of 2 species of
evergreen, creeping perennials. They are
grown mainly for their opposite, short-
stemmed leaves, with their brightly
colored veins, most often as conservatory
and house plants. Occasionally white to
reddish white, insignificant flowers are

Ftlingern elatior

borne on short spikes. They make good
ground covers or trailing plants.

Cultivation

Grow in part-shade and provide a humus-
rich, well-drained soil and plenty of
water. Where temperatures drop below
50°F (15°C) grow indoors in a good
potting mix and keep evenly moist. They
make excellent hanging basket subjects.
Cut back straggly stems. Propagate from
cuttings or by layering stems.

Fittenia verschaffeltii

This species reaches about 6 in (15 em)
high with an indefinite spread and has
dark green oval leaves with conspicuous
red veins. The insignificant flowers are
irregular and best removed if they form.
Fittonia verachaffeltii var. argyroneura (syn.
I argyroneura), the silver net leaf fig, has
rooting stems and mid- to dark green
leaves with conspicuous white veins.
ZONES 11-12.

GERBERA

This genus consists of around 40 perennial
species. The showy flowerheads, in
almost every color except blue and
purple, are carried on bare stems 18 in
(45 cm) long. They are ideal rockery

Fitionia verschoffeltii

Gerbera jomesonii

plants. Only one species, Gerbera

Jamesontit, 1s commonly cultivated, along

with its numerous hybrids.

Cultivation

They need full sun to part-shade in hot
areas and fertile, composted, well-
drained soil. Water well during the
growing season. Gerberas make good
greenhouse plants, where they require
good light and regular feeding during
the growing season. Propagate from
seed, cuttings or by division.

Gerbera jumesonii

Barberton daisy, Transvaal daisy

Native to South Africa, this is one of the
most decorative of all daisies and is an
excellent cut flower, From a basal rosette
of deeply lobed, lance-shaped leaves,
white, pink, yellow, orange or red
flowerheads, up to 3 in (8 cm) wide, are
borne singly on long stems. Modern
florists’ gerberas derive from crosses
between Gerbera jamesondd and the
tropical African G. veridifolia. Some have
flowerheads as much as 12 in (30 cm)
across, in a wide range of colors, as well

Gloriosa superba

as double, for example ‘Brigadoon Red’,
and quilled forms. ZONES 8-11.

GLORIOSA

Glory lily, climbing lily

This genus contains one variable species
of tuberous climbing lily. They climb
over low shrubs and through long grass
by means of the coiled, tendril-like tips
of the leaves. They are widely grown for
their decorative, brightly colored flowers
\uvhich ]Tlak.c long—lasfing ﬂnd most
attractive cut flowers. The plants die
back in the tropical dry season to
dormant tubers.

Cultivation

Glory lily is a tropical plant and will
thrive outdoors. Plant the tubers in full
sun and rich, well-drained soil, fertilizing
as the stems begin to elongate. Protect
from wind and provide support.
Propagate from seed or dormant tubers.

Gloriosa superba
Tiger’s claws
This tropical species can climb to a

height of 6-8 ft (1.4-2.4 m) under




Gloriosa superba ‘Rothschildiana’

Guzmania ‘Squarosn’

suitable conditions. The brilliant red and
gold Howers resemble tiger lilies in shape
with reflexed, wavy edged petals and
conspicuous stamens. ‘Rothschildiana’
has larger, pinkish red Howers with
petals yellow-edged; ‘Simplex’ has
similar but smaller flowers in deep
orange and .\-’L‘“D\\-'. ZONES 10-12.

GUZMANIA

The 120 species in this genus of
evergreen, mostly epiphytic bromeliads
have lance-shaped leaves that form
funnel-shaped rosettes, and flowerheads
ol tubular white or yellow flowers
usually surrounded by colorful bracts on
yellow, orange or bright red stems.
Guzmanias are mostly rainforest plants
from the American tropics.

Cultivation

They require a position in part-shade in
a well-drained compost. Water
moderately during the growing season,
less at other times, but always keep the
leaf vases filled with water. If potting,
leave enough room for just one year's
growth and then repot. They make good
indoor or greenhouse plants where they
need plenty of indirect light. Fertilize
only when in full growth. Propagate
from seed or offsets.

Guzmania lingulata

This is the most commonly grown
species. It has basal rosettes of strap-
like, apple-green leaves and grows to
12-18 in (30-45 cm) tall. Striking
colored bracts surround clusters of
tubular, white to yellow flowers.
Guzmanta lingulata var. minor grows to
12 in (30 cm) high and across and has
creamy yellow flowers and orange-red

bracts; it is easily grown in a greenhouse.

‘Indiana’ has erect golden yellow bracts
tipped with orange-red. ZONES 10-12.

Guzmania ‘Squarrosa’

This cultivar is a clump-forming
epiphyte with rosettes of colorful bronzy
leaves that grow up to 3 ft (1 m) in
length. The center of the foliage flares a
brilliant red for a short period during
bloom time. The bright red inflorescence
is borne on a short erect stem, and the
flowers are white. ZONES 1112,

Guzmanio fingulato

HEDYCHIUM

Ginger lily

Ginger lilies are associated with the tropics
because of their lush foliage, glamorous
Howers and heady scent. They are peren-
nials that grow from rhizomes to form
clumps up to 6 ft (1.8 m) high and 4 ft
(1.2 m) wide, and for most of the year
bear spikes or heads of fragrant flowers
that last well and are good for cutting.

Cultivation

They prefer humus-rich, moist but well-
drained soil in a part-shaded position.
Spem' stems should be cut out each
season to ensure vigorous growth —or
blooms can be cut lor indoers. Propagate
from fresh seed or by division.

Hedychium coronarivm

White ginger lily, garland flower

This species bears dense spikes of butter-
fly-like, satiny white flowers with pastel
_\-’e“O\\’ l)lolcht‘.s i-ll‘l(l a sweet scent. Thc
leaves are lance-shaped with downy
Lll'ld(:l'sides. ll I'h':lS an Upl'igl"ll' habi! Hn(:l
grows to about 5 [t (1.5 m) in height with
a spread of up to 3 ft (I m). ZONES 10-12.

Hedychivm gardnerianum

Kahili ginger

This species from the Himalayas grows
to 8 ft (2.4 m) tall with long, bright

Guzmania lingulata ‘Indiang’

Hedychium gardnerionum
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green leaves clasping the tall stems. This
is the most widely cultivated species; it
prefers a warm climate although it will
grow outside in temperate areas. It bears
fragrant red and pale yellow flowers,
held in dense spikes. Hedychium
gardnerianum is considered a weed in
some regions such as in the north of
New Zealand. ZONES 9-11.

HELIAMPHORA

Sun pitchers

This genus contains 6 species of
rhizomatous, carnivorous plants, allied
to Sﬂrrﬂceniﬂs, t]’lEl." are F{}Und on \."er'__\-'
wet mountains in Venezuela and
Gllyal'la. Thc}’ ha\"c ﬂlr‘ll’lcl-sl‘laped‘ gr’een
to reddish leaves with, in most cases, a
small overhanging cap. Each leaf has a
nectar-secreting gland designed to
attract small insects to their last meal.
The flower stems may be up to 24 in

(60 cm) tall, each with several delicate
white flowers changing to pink with age.
Cultivation

These plants grow naturally in wet,
peaty soil and prefer warm, humid
conditions, though preferably less than
86°F (30°C). They are best grown in a
pot with a mixture of peat, sand and

Heliamphoro heferodoxa

sphagnum moss placed in a saucer of
water. Propagate by division of rhizomes
or from seed.

Heliamphora heterodoxa

This sun pitcher is from the swampy
mountains of Venezuela and grows to
about 15 in (38 cm) in height. It has
funnels up to 2 in (5 cm) in diameter and
white to pink flowers. There are a
number of forms. ZONES 11-12.

Heliamphora nutans

This is an intriguing sun pitcher with
green, b«'_lS('.l]‘ PitCI’lel’-S]’lﬂPed leaves \\-"ith
red margins and a constriction in the
middle. It grows 4-8 in (10-20 cm) high
and has large, nodding white to pink
Howers on 6-12 in (15-30 cm) stalks.
ZONES 11-12,

HELICONIA

Lobster claw, false bird-of-paradise

From tropical America, Southeast Asia
and some Pacific Islands, these beautiful,
CXDtiC Plﬂnts hﬂ\-’e lﬂr'ge IeaVES al'i(l
spikes of colorful bracts enclosing
relatively insignificant Howers. Planted
en masse, heliconias create an eye-
catching show of color all year round.

Heliamphora nutans

The bracts may be red, yellow or orange,
or scarlet tipped with yellow and green,
or lipstick red and luminous yellow. The
leaves are spoon-shaped and grow to 6 ft
(1.8 m) 10ng. Heliconias make excellent
cut Howers.

Cultivation

Plant in humus-rich, well-drained soil in
filtered sun. Water well during the
gr(}\"\"ing season. TO t’-:nCC!uragE new
growth remove all dead leaves and
flowers. Propagate by division of
rootstock, cnsur‘ing there are two shoots
on each division. Check for spider mites,
snails and mealybugs.

Heliconia bihai

Firebird, macaw flower

syns Heliconio humilis, H. jacquinii

The large, paddle-shaped, green leaves
of this species surround a flower stem of
pointed, scarlet bracts tipped with green
and inconspicuous white flowers. This is
the most familiar species and is popular
for flower arrangements. ZONES 11-12.

Heliconia caribaea

Balisier, wild plantain

As its specific name suggests, this plant
is from the Caribbean Islands. It can

Heliconia bihai
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grow to 8 ft (2.4 m) with a spread of 6 ft
(1.8 m) and has glossy dark green
banana-like leaves. The inHorescence is
3-5 ft (1-1.5 m) long and has white,
inconspicuous flowers within red or
vellow spathes. ZONES 11-12.

Heliconia collinsiana

Collins” heliconia, hanging heliconia

Growing to around 12 ft (3.5 m) tall,
this heliconia grows into a dense clump

Heliconia collinsiona

Heliconia cariboen




Heliconia vagneriona

of thin stems from which the pendulous
flowers hang in long strings. Bracts are
8-10 in (20-25 cm) long, bright red and
Sheﬂth the go'den }’E”OV\' true HO\\"EFS.
The whole plant is dusted with a
staining, powdery bloom. ZONES 11-12.

Heliconia psittacorum

Parrot flower

Ranging from eastern Brazil to the West
Indies, this smaller Heliconia species is
good for mass planting. It has long-
stalked, lance-like, rich green leaves.
Narrow, pinkish, orange or pale red
bracts surround yellow or red flowers
with green tips. It is usually 3-5 [t

(1=1.5 m) tall. ZONES 11-12.

Heliconia rostrata

Fishtail heliconia

Possibly the most striking of the
heliconias, this species from Peru and
Argentina has a large, pendulous cascade
of alternating bracts of scarlet tipped
with yellow and green. It grows 3-20 [t
(1-6 m) in height. ZONES 11-12.

Heliconia rostrato

Heliconia wagneriana

Rainbow heliconia, Easter heliconio

From steamy Central America, this
magnificent heliconia with its cream, red
('.ll'l(.'] g]‘c(‘n b]‘n’.\CtS cannot {'.('.'lll to impl'E’SS.
It grows at least 12 ft (3.5 m) tall, but
the flowering season is relatively short.
ZONES 11-12.

HYMENOCALLIS

syn. [smene

Spider lily, filmy lily, sacred lily of the Incas

The unusual, beautiful white flowers of
the spider lilies resemble dalfodils except
for the delicate, spider-like petals
surrounding the inner corona. There are
about 40 species of Hymenocallts. Some
are evergreen and all are scented.

Cultivation

Most species can be grown as indoor pot
plants. Bulbs should be planted about

6 in (15 cm) deep in well-drained soil. A
part-shaded position is best. Water very
well during growth and never allow to
dry out completely. Offsets form quickly
and should be divided.

Hymenocallis cariboen

Hymenocallis caribaea

This evergreen species from the West
Indies has strap-like leaves to 24 in
(60 ecm) iong, [t bears large flowers,
about 6 in (15 cm) across, with long,
narrow petals that look like white
spiders perched atop glossy green
foliage. ZONES 10-12.

IMPATIENS

This large genus of around 850 species
of succulent-stemmed annuals, evergreen
perennials and subshrubs is widely
distributed, especially in the subtropics
and tropics of Asia and Africa. They are
useful for colorful bedding displays and
for indoor and patio plants. The flowers
come in an ever-increasing range of
colors. Their botanical name, /mpaticn.,
refers to the impatience with which they
grow and multiply.

Cultivation

They will grow in sun or part-shade;
many species do well under overhanging
trees. They prefer a moist but freely
drained soil, and need protection from

Impatiens, New Guinea Hybrid, Tango”

strong winds. Tip prune the fast-growing
shoots to encourage shrubby growth and
more abundant flowers. Propagate from
seed or stem cuttings.

Impatiens, New Guinea Hybrids

Hybrids from a New Guinean species,
members of this group of fast-growing
perennials grow to a height and spread
of 12—18 in (30-45 cm). The leaves are



Impatiens pseudoviola

oval, pointed and bronze green, or may
be variegated with cream, white or
yellow. The flat, spurred Howers are
pink, orange, red or cerise, sometimes
with white markings. Cultivars include
‘Cheers’, with its coral flowers and
vellow leaves; ‘Concerto’, with crimson-
centered deep pink flowers; "Tango’,
with deep orange flowers and bronze
leaves; and ‘Red Magic’, which has
scarlet flowers and bronze-red leaves.
They do well in brightly lit positions
indoors or on enclosed verandahs or
patios. ZONES 10-12.

Impatiens psevdoviola

This semi-trailing East African species is
a perennial. It produces white Howers
suffused with rose pink, with violet-rose
central stripes on the wing petals.
‘Woodcote' is a shrubby, pale pink-lilac
form. ZONES 10-12.

Impatiens repens

Golden dragon

This evergreen, creeping perennial is
native to Sri Lanka. 1t bears golden,
hooded flowers with a large hairy spur;
these stand out against the small, kidney-
shaped leaves with red stems. Zmpatiens
repens grows to a height of 2 in (5 em).
This species is especially suited to
_-lm'nging baskets. ZONES 10-12.

Impatiens zombensis

Another tropical African species,
Impatiens zombensts comes from the
highland region around Zomba in
Malawi. It is a shrubby species that

reaches about 3 ft (I m) tall and bears
purplish flowers with white-spotted
throats. ZONES 10-12.

LIRIOPE

This genus contains 5 species of clump-
forming, rhizomatous, evergreen
perennials native to Vietnam, China,
Taiwan and Japan. Some cultivars are
so dark in leal they are practically black,
a most unusual color for the designer to
play with. They do not creep, and for
gI‘Dund cover have to be planl‘ed 6 in

(15 cm) apart. Liriope flowers range from
white through to pale purple.

Cultivation

Grow in full sun or part-shade in well-
(;lllained SOiL Cl.lt back Shﬂbb}’ ]EﬁVE‘S.
just before the new ones appear.
Propagate from seed or by division.

Liriope muscari

syns Liriope platyphyllo, L. grominifolin

This clumping, evergreen perennial is a
useful casual ground cover or path
edging. It has grass-like, shining, dark
green leaves and bears erect spikes of
rounded, bell-shaped, viclet [lowers.

Impatiens repens

It grows to 12-24 in (30-60 cm) high
with a spread of 18 in (45 cm), with
flower spikes held just above the foliage.
‘Lilac Beauty' comes from China and
Japan and is a larger example of the
species; the leaves are 1 in (25 mm) wide
and 12-18 in (3045 cm) ](Jng with stiff
lilac flowers rising above the foliage.
‘Majestic’ has large violet-blue flowers.
‘Variegata' is the most common of the
variegated forms —the leaf margins are
lined with cream and it has lovely lilac
Howers., ZONES 6-10.

MARANTA

This is a genus of 32 species of
evergreen rhizomatous perennials from
the tropical forests of Central and South
America. Apart from the beautifully
marked and textured leaves, they are
known for their habit of ‘going to sleep’
at night. The leaves spread by day and
stand erect at night. One species, Haranta
arundinacea, is an important crop plant; it
is better known to cooks as arrowroot.
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Impatiens zombensis

Liriope muscari ‘Variegota’




Maranto leuconeura ‘Kerchoviano'

Cultivation

They like humidity and bright light
without direct qunllghr Tl‘l{,v make a
good ground cover under large trees.
Propagation is usually done by dividing
established clumps or from basal
Cutl‘ings struck on bottom heat.

Maranta levconeura

Prayer plant, Ten Commandments

This variable species contains most of
the best foliage forms of this genus. It
grows to 12 in (30 cm) in height and
spread, and produces its inconspicuous
white flowers with foliate spots in slender
spikes. The dark green leaves are usually
about 6in (15 ¢m) long. They have silver
to pink veins and the reverse side can be
purple or gray-green. 'Kerchoviana’,
known as rabbit tracks, has oval, Iight
green leaves with green to brown blotches
on either side of the central vein; the
insignificant white to mauve flowers
appear intermittently. ZONES 11-12.

MUSA

Many of the species belonging to this
genus are fruit producers, and detailed
information on the genus is given in the
Fruit and Nut Trees chapter.

Musa veluting

Musa velutina

Banana flowers are admired more for
their curiosity value than their beauty.
This evergreen dwarf species grows
no higher than 6 ft (1.8 m). It bears
yellow flowers in summer which are
hlghl]vhled by red bracts and small,
velvety red bananas. The fruit unpeel
themselves when ripe, hence one
common name of self-peeling bananas.
ZONES 9-12.

NEOREGELIA

The members of this stemless bromeliad
genus containing about 70 species vary
greatly in size, texture and color. Native
to South America, the genus was named
after Edward von Regel, who was the
Superintendent of the Imperial Botanic

Gardens in St Petersburg, Russia. Many

of the species turn a brilliant rose, violet
or red color in the center of the rosette

when Howering approaches. The flowers

may be blue or white and the striking,
spined foliage ranges from green to
maroon, striped, spotted or marbled.
The leaves form a wide funnel-shaped
or tube-like rosette which ranges from
61in (15 em) to as much as 5 ft (1.5 m)
across.

Cultivation

Neoregelias prefer well-drained soil and
dislike strong light, but they require
some direct light to maintain their color
This genus thrives in a humid
atmosphere and is best grown in pots or
hanging baskets where it will enjoy good
air circulation. Do not allow the center
cup to dry out. Propagate from offsets.

Neoregelia carolinae

Heart of flume, blushing bromeliad

This is the most widely cultivated species
of the genus and forms a spreading
rosette 15-24 in (38-60) c¢m) across,
composed of light olive-green, strap-
shaped, saw-toothed leaves. Immediately
before flowering, which can be at any
time of the year, the youngest inner
}CaVCS turn C]eep I'Cd The CIL'Q[L]‘ Oi‘
]nCOI‘ISplCUOUq bllle lelp](. I]OWCF.‘:- 15
surrounded by crimson-red bracts.
‘Fendleri’ has leaves neatly edged with
bi‘lnds 0{'. cream, ﬂllhough Ol]‘le]‘\"\-’isc
bright green. Neoregelia carolinae X
(‘f’ﬁ('{'”ll"{‘('{f. dan Llnn;’lmf_‘d Cross l)en\'een
2 of the most colorful species, displays
the variegation found in some forms of
N. carolinae, combined with the purple
leafl tips of N. conecentrica. "Tricolor’, seen
more often than the species itself, has

Neoregelin carolinae > concentrica
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cream-striped foliage; the inner leaves
turn a rich crimson before producing
purple flowers and the entire plant turns
pink. ‘Tricolor Perfecta’ is similar.
ZONES 10-12.

Neoregelia chlorosticta

syn. Neoregelia sarmentosa var. chlorosficto

This species from Brazil is distinguished
by its green-lilac-brown leaf blotching.
The flowers are white, opening on qhm i
stalks 1 in (25 mm) long. ZONES 10-12.

Neoregelia concentrica
This Brazilian species has a flat,
outstretched funnel-shaped rosette

Weoregelia concentrica "Azted’




Nepenthes > coccnen

30-36 in (75-90 cm) across. It has
broad, leathery leaves with a center
becoming deep purple as the flower buds
form. The flowers are blue. ‘Aztec’ is
possibly of hybrid origin, but shows a
strong influence of this species; its leaves
are heavily blotched with deep purple.
ZONES 10-12.

NEPENTHES

Pitcher plant

These are perhaps the easiest of all the
carnivorous plants to grow; they come
from a genus of nearly 70 species, mainly
from Indonesia and tropical Asia. They
include some tall climbers, capable of
ascending nearly 70 ft (21 m) into any
handy tree, but their preference for
swampy land means the__\,* often have to
make do without support. Some species
grow at lower altitudes, others in
tropical highlands. They bear
inconspicuous purple or brownish
flowers in spikes among the upper
leaves; the leaves often terminate in
pendulous, colored ‘pitchers’ with lids
strikingly tinted in shades ol russet,
green or even red and pink. Insects are
attracted to them and drown in the

Nepenthes maxima

liquid held in the pitcher before being
Hbsorbcc‘ ll’ltO thc plﬁl‘lt’ das ["DOEI.

Cultivation

They require a very humid atmosphere,
part-shade and moist, fertile soil. The
species from tropical lowlands require
higher temperatures (minimum
temperature of 65°F/18°C) than those
from the tropical highlands (minimum
temperature of 50°F/10°C). Propagate
from seed or from stem cuttings,
although air layering may prove to be
more successful.

Nepenthes < coccinea

A garden crossing of 2 tall climbers,
Nepenthes X coceinea produces pitchers
measuring up to 6 in (15 cm) in |ength.
These are yellow-green in color, mottled
with purple-red streaks and blotches.
ZONES F1-12.

Nepenthes maxima

As its name implies, the pitchers on
Nepenthes maxima are extremely large,
olten measuring up to 8 in (20 em) in
length. Because this species comes from
the high-altitude regions of Indonesia
and New Guinea, its temperature

Nymphoea giganten

requirements are lower than the lowland
species, ZONES 11-12.

Nepenthes rafflesiana

This is a tall, climbing species that can
clamber up to 30 ft (9 m) by means of
long tendrils, but it can withstand quite
severe pruning in cultivation. The large
ICBVCS can Camﬂul]ﬂge t]le elegant green
pitchers with their heavily spotl'ed and
ribbed mouths, often measuring up to

6 in (15 cm) in length. ZONES 11-12.

NYMPHAEA

Waterliiy

This worldwide genus of 50 species of
deciduous and evergreen perennial
aqual‘ic planls with ﬂeshy roots is named
after the Greek goddess Nymphe. They
are grown for their rounded, floating
leaves which are cleft at the base and for
their attractive large flowers which come
in shades of white and cream, brilliant
vellows and oranges, pinks and deep
reds, blues and purple. They may be
night blooming, depending on species,
and sometimes fragrant. The berry-like
fruits mature underwater.

Cultivation

Waterlilies grow in most climates and
flower freely, both flowers and foliage
floating on the water surface; remove
faded foliage. They have large, scented

Nymphaea nouchali

flowers held above the water surface. All
species need still water and annual
fertilizing as they are gross feeders.
Divide the tuber-like rhizomes and
replant every 3 or 4 years. Check for
insects, particularly aphids; goldfish kept
in the pool will eat most pests. Propagate
from seed or by separating plantlets.

Nymphaea gigantea

Australian waterlily

This tuberous-rooted plant from the
tropical areas of Australia and New
Guinea has large leaves, often up to

24 in (60 em) in diameter. Day-blooming,
12 in (30 em) flowers range from sky to
deeper purple-blue. ZONES 10-12.

Nymphaea nouchali

Shapla

This tropical species has a wide
distribution from southern Asia to
northern Australia. Its flower is the
national emblem of Bangladesh and it is
used there and in India in perfumery and
cosmetics. It is a rather small wat‘crmy
with floating leaves normally only 3-6 in
(8=15 cm) across, and 3 in (8 cm) wide
Howers held at or just above the water
surface; they open during the day and
have 10 or fewer pointed petals that may
be blue, pink or white, with a distinct
gap between the petals and the bunch of
_ve”ow stamens. ZONES 11-12,




Nymphaeo, TObH, Margaret Rondig’

Nymphaea, TObH, ‘Bob Trickeft’

Nymphaea, TOBH, ‘Fink Platter’

Nymphaea, Tropical Day-blooming Hybrids
Tropical hybrids can bear day- or night-
time flowers. 'Director Moore' has
deep blue petals surrounding purple
stamens and a yellow center. 'Margaret
Randig’ has mottled-purple foliage with
fragrant large, open, sky-blue petals with
yellow centers and blue-tipped stamens.
Bright green leaves mottled with rich
brown offset the open, soft pink daytime
blooms of ‘Pink Platter’; those of ‘St

scented and pale yellow. ‘St

, has abundant daytime

blooms of deep gold. ‘Bob Trickett’

LAY T FFR

Nymphaea, TNH, “H. T. Hoarstick’

and ‘Isabelle Pring’ are also wonderful
varieties. ZONES 10-12.

Nymphaea, Tropical Night-blooming Hybrids

Of the night-bloomers, ‘H. T. Haarstick’
and ‘Wood's White Knight' are notable.
Both have tall stems, the former carrying
deep red flowers over deep coppery red
leaves with very serrated edges, the
latter bearing creamy white flowers over
mid-green leaves, also with serrs
margins. 'Emily Grant Hutching
enormous deep pink flowers; "W

Sure’ has pale pink blooms. ZONES 10-12.

Nymphoea, TDBH, ‘St Louis’

Nymphaea, TOBH, St Louis Gold"

Nymphaea, TObH, ‘William B. Sure’
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NYMPHOIDES

Fairy waterlily, water snowflake

Resemb]ing miniature waterlilies, the
20 species of rhizomatous, aquatic
perennials in this genus are distributed
throughout the world. Their rootstocks
embed in the pond bottom while the
ang-Stil“(ed. Ovﬂl, rOLlnd or kidney-
Sha.Ped, V\’RV}'-EdgEd IEEVES Haﬂ.t on the
surface. The foliage ranges in diameter
from 1-6 in (2.5-15 cm), and is usually
slightly glossy and olive green, and
occasionally purple mottled. The -1 in
(12-25 mm) diameter Howers, with

5 often fimbriated (fringed) petals, may
be white or yellow; they are held just
above the foliage.

Cultivation

Plant in soil with a water depth of

4-18 in (10-45 cm) in full or half-day
sun. The runners can spread to 6 ft

(1.8 m), so allow room for development.
Propagate by dividing the rootstock.

Nymphoides indica

Water snowflake, false Indian waterlily

This hardy perennial has rounded
surface leaves 2-8 in (5-20 cm) across
with a heart-shaped base. The flowers

Nymphoides indica

are white with a deep yellow center and
the petals have characteristic fringed
margins. ZONES 10-12.

ocmum

Basil

This genus of approximately 35 species
of annuals, perennials and shrubs is
widely cultivated for their highly
aromatic leaves, which are used for
medicinal purposes or to flavor salads,
soups, sauces, stews and curries. They
have mostly oval leaves in opposite pairs
and Sl‘l’lall mbular HOWE]“S ]30]:‘1’1(’: iI‘l
whorls towards the ends of the stems.

Cultivation

Grow in a protected, warm, sunny
position in a moist but well-drained

soil. Regularly pinch back plants to
chOLlr‘agc bushy gI‘O\«vth ﬂnd to prevent
them going to seed quickly. Propagate
from seed. Protect from chewing insects
and snails.

Ocimum basilicum

Busil, sweet basil

This species, with its cultivars, is the
most CDrannly grOWTl a.nd most “’ldely
used basil. A favorite with cooks, it is

Ocimunm bosilicum

one of the most widely used herbs in
Mediterranean cooking. It is a tender
annual plant growing to about 18 in
(45 cm) with light green, oval leaves that
have a delicious warm, spicy fragrance.
Small white flowers are carried in
whorls towards the ends of the stems.
There are a number of varieties of basil
including a compact small leaf type; a
crinkled, lettuce leaf variety and the
beautiful ‘Dark Opal’, which has rich
purple stems and leaves. There are
perennial varieties also, but their flavor
is inferior. ‘Minimum’ is a dwarf form
with tiny leaves, used in the Greek
Orthodox Church for sprinkling holy
water. ZONES 10-12.

OPHIOPOGON

Mondo grass, snakebeard, lilyturf

This genus contains 50 or so species.
They are valued for their attractive,
long-lived clumps of grass-like foliage
springing from underground rhizomes.
They are not grasses but lilies, allied to
lily-of-the-valley (Convallaria). The
HD\VEFS dare Small ﬂnd can bﬁ Whltc or
blue through to purple. The berry-like
fruits each contain one seed. They are
quite trouble-free plants that providc a

Ophiopagon japonicus
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Very attracti\«"e ground cover that
effectively suppresses weeds.

Cultivation

These plants will tolerate sun or part-
shade in moist, well-drained soil.
Propagate by division of clumps or
from seed. To establish a quick ground
cover, plant divisions at 8 in (20 cm)
intervals.

Ophiopogon japonicus

syn. Liriope joponica

Mondo grass

This fine-leafed species has dark green
recurving foliage that arises from deep
rhizomes, spreading to form dense, soft
mats up to about 8 in (20 cm) deep. Pale
purple flowers are hidden among the
leaves, followed by bright blue, pea-
sized fruit. ‘Kyoto Dwarf” is only 24 in
(5=10 cm) high, with very short leaves.
ZONES 8-11.

Ophiopogon planiscapus ‘Nigrescens”

syn. Ophiopogon planiscapus ‘Ebany Night

Black mondo grass

This cultivar is grown particularly for its
distinctive purple-black rather stiff
leaves about Y4 in (6 mm) wide which
form slow-growing, sparse clumps. Its

Ophiopagan ploniscapus ‘Nigrescens'




Pachystachys luten

Peperomia orgyreio

lilac flowers appear in clusters along the
flowering stem. These are followed by
black fruit. It reaches a height of 10 in
(25 cm) and a spread of 12 in (30 cm).
Ophiopogon planiscapus is native to Japan.
ZONES 6-10.

PACHYSTACHYS

Golden candles

This genus of 12 species of evergreen
perennials and small shrubs is native to
tropical Central and South America, and
the West Indies. In tropical and sub-
tropical areas, they can reach 6 ft

(1.8 m) in height and are grown for the
splashes of bright yellow and red they
add to gardens. Elsewhere they are
popular as indoor or greenhouse plants.

They are erect growers with large,
bright green leaves and yellow floral
bracts that almost hide the true flowers,
which are small, white and tubular. The
flowers themselves last only a few days,
but the bracts remain quite colorful over
several weeks.

Cultivation

They like full sun and fertile, moist but
well-drained soil. If used as indoor
plants, they prefer warm, well-lit, humid
conditions. Propagate [rom seed or
cuttings.

Pachystachys lutea

This small, shrubby plant forms a clump
of upright stems with a ‘candle’ of bright
golden yellow bracts at the tip of each
stem. The creamy white flowers within
do not reveal themselves until the bracts
are fully developed. The leaves are a
deep matt green, lance-shaped, up to 6 in
(15 cm) long and have prominent veins.
Widely grown as a house plant, it makes
a cheerful display. ZONES 10-12.

PEPEROMIA

Radiator plant

This genus from tropical and subtropical
regions worldwide contains 1,000 species
of evergreen or succulent perennials.
Ideal in terrariums or dish gardens, they
have diverse and beautifully marked and
shaped, fleshy, usually long-stalked
leaves. Long-stemmed spikes of minute,
greenish white to cream flowers are
produced in late summer.

Cultivation

Peperomias make good house plants.
They like bright light (but not direct
sun), especia] |y near a window, with
high humidit‘v, Keep moist and be sure
to water them from below as the leaves
mark easily. Use a half-strength, soluble
fertilizer once a month. Peperomias are

easily propagated from leal or stem
cuttings and should be repol‘ted
annually. Watch for mealybugs, spider
mites and white fly.

Peperomia argyreia

Watermelon peperomia

Found from northern South America to
Brazil, this is a compact, nearly stemless
perennia] with rosettes of glossy.
rounded, 34 in (8-10 cm) long, gray-
striped leaves on long red stems. The
flower spi]{es are small, but extend
beyond the foliage. ZONES 11-12.

Peperomin caperata

Emerald ripple

This perennial species has oval, deeply
corrugated and veined, heart-shaped,
dark green leaves that are pale green
underneath and about 1% in (35 mm)
across, carried on the pinkish stems.
Tight clusters of white flower spikes
appear irregularly. ‘Silver Ripples’ has
silver-gray markings on the ridges of the
corrugations. ZONES 11-12,

PILEA

This genus of around 600 species of
annuals and perennials is widely distrib-
uted in the tropics with the exception of
Australia. They may be creeping or erect
and are usually small, though the larger
species can reach 6 ft (1.8 m) tall. The
foliage is variable: many have simple
lance—shaped leaves, others have heart-
shaped peperomia-like foliage and a few
have tiny, clustered, moss-like leaves.
The flowers are tiny, cream to pink struc-
tures that are easily overlooked. They are
sometimes followed by seed pods that
forcibly eject their seed when ripe.

Cultivation

Pileas are widely grown as house plants;
the smaller species generally prefer
warm, humid conditions and are ideal

Pilea involucrata

candidates for terrariums. Outdoors,

grow in moist, well-drained, humus-rich
soil in part-shade. Propagate from seed
or cuttings or by division.

Pilea involucrata

Friendship plant

From Central and South America,

this attractive trailing species which
sometimes mounds to 12 in (30 cm) tall
has hairy, toothed-edged, 2% in (6 cm)
long oval leaves. The foliage has a
puckered surface and is usually reddish
purple with bronze and silver markings.
There are several interesting cultivated
forms of Pilea involucrata with varyi ng
leaf colors, shapes and sizes.

ZONES 10-12.
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Pilea nummuloriifolia

Usually seen spilling from a hanging
basket, this trailing perennial from
tropical South America and the West
Indies has 1 in (25 mm) long, rounded
leaves with toothed edges. It produces
small cream flowers in the leaf axils and
at the stem tips. ZONES 10-12.

PISTIA

Water lettuce, shell flower

The sole species in this genus is an aquatic
perennial widespread in the tropics and
a noxious weed in some areas. The

6 in (15 cm) wide, floating rosettes of
ribbed, wedge-shaped leaves resemble

Pilea nummulariifolia

Pistin stratiotes

blue-green lettuce heads. The base of the
leaves is spongy, which keeps them buoy-
ant, and the fine roots emerging from the
base of the rosette extract nutrients
directly from the water. Although
connected by stolons, the rosettes can
survive independently. The arum-like
inflorescence is enclosed in a leaf-like
spathe that makes it inconspicuous.

Cultivation

Water lettuce is easily grown in any
pond or slow-moving water. It multiplies
rapidly and can quickly clog streams. It
is usually self-propagating.

Pistia stratiotes

Forming large clumps of felted rosettes,
this perennial is an aggressive colonizer
that can easily smother a small pond.
Although it does not oxygenate the
water, fish will feed on its roots. It also
helps to shade the surface and keep the
water cool. ZONES 10-12.

PORTULACA

There are about 100 species of semi-
succulent annuals or perennials in this
genus, indigenous to the warm, dry
regions of the world. The fleshy leaves
vary in color from white to green or red,
but it is for their flowers that they are
grown —cup-shaped, white, yellow,
apricot, pink, purple or scarlet in color,
and resembling roses in form.

Cultivation

They are easily grown in all climates.
Because they are plants of the deserts
they need sun, well-drained soil and only
occasional watering. Propagate from
seed or cuttings. Check for aphids.

Portulaca grandifiora
Rose moss, sun plant
Native to South America and one of the
few annual succulents, this low-growing

plant reaches 8 in (20 cm) high and
spreads to 6 in (15 em). It has small,
lanCE-Sl1aPed. HES]‘l_y. brlghl gl‘cel‘l ICaVCS
like beads on their reddish stems. Its
large, open flowers, usually double, are
3 in (8 cm) wide and come in bright
colors including yellow, pink, red or
orange. The flowers close at night and
on cloudy days. It is suitable as a ground
cover or in a rockery or border.

ZONES 10-11.

SALVIA

Sage

The largest genus of the mint family,
Salvia consists of as many as 900 species
of annuals, perennials and soft-wooded

shrubs, distributed t|11‘oug|1 most parts of

the world except very cold regions and
tropical rainforests. Their distinguishing
feature is the tubular, 2-lipped Hower
with the lower lip flat but the upper lip
hel]‘l‘let- or bOﬂt-Shade: thﬁ' Cc'.‘l]yx iS alSQ
2-lipped and may be colored. The
flowers come in a wide range of colors,
including some of the brightest blues and
Scal‘lets OF any Plﬂnts, tl‘lnugh yt’-_‘HOV\-‘S dare
very rare.

Cultivation

SagES gEnEFE.”‘y do I:lest plﬂ.nted il‘l [“UH
sun in well-drained, light-textured soil
with adequate watering. Propagate
from seed or cuttings. The foliage of
many species is attacked by snails, slugs
and caterpillars.

Salvia tiliifolia

This slender perennial has very erect
branching stems up to 3 ft (1 m) tall
and rounded leaves that are 1-3 in
(2.5-8 ¢m) long and are rather rough to
the touch. The flowers may be white to
blue to lilac and rather small, scarcely
longer than the calyces. It comes from
Mexico and tropical South America.
ZONES 10-12.
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SCAEVOLA

Fan flower

This genus from Australia and the
Pacific region contains 96 species of
mainly temperate origin, with a very few
occurring in tropical and subtropical
regions. They are mainly evergreen
perennials, shrubs, subshrubs and small
trees, with a number of ground-covering
varieties that have proved to be
adﬂptﬂble to a WlClE range OF gi\l"den
conditions, including seaside gardens.
Most have leaves that are fleshy, often
h('_li[y and OCCﬂSionﬂ.H}' Eucculent, bDrnG
on stout, sometimes brittle stems. Fan-
shaped flowers, while generally fairly

Portulaca grandiflora




Solonum pyracanthum

small at Yo—1 in (12-25 mm) across, are
profuse and are held on the plant for long
periods. The flower color ranges from
white to blue, mauve and deep purple.

Cultivation

Species of Scaevola tolerate a wide

range of soils but prefer them light and
well drained; they do best in sun or part-
shade. Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Scaevola crassifolia

Thick-leafed fan flower

This is a vigorous spreading loose plant
3 It (1 m) high and slightly wider. It is

from coastal or inland sandy areas of
warm-temperate Western Australia. The
leaves are thick and serrated, and the
light blue to mauve flowers are in
terminal heads. ZONES 10-11.

Scaevola taccada

syn. Scaevoly sericen

Sea lettuce

One of the few species occurring beyond
Australia, this species grows on tropical
beaches and atolls throughout the Pacific
and Indian oceans. An attractive ever-
green shrub, it grows to 5 ft (1.5 m) high
and about as wide. The bright green
leaves are 4 in (10 cm) long. The small
white flowers, streaked with purple, are
borne at the branch ends for most of the
vear. The fruit are small, succulent,

purplish blue berries. ZONES 10-12.

SOLANUM

Many species belonging to this genus are
climbers, and detailed information is
given in the Climbers and Creepers
chapter. However, Solanum pyracantbhum
is treated here as a perennial.

Solanum pyracanthum

This perennial from tropical Africa
grows to 5 ft (1.5 m) tall. The lobed
leaves are spiny along the central vein.
The flowers are violet. ZONES 10-12.

SOLENOSTEMON

Coleus, flame nettle, painted nettle

This genus comprises 60 species of low
shrubby perennials, often hairy and with
variegated leaves, from tropical Africa
and Asia. The stems are 4-angled and
the opposite leaves are often toothed.
The flowers are small with an elongated
lower lip.

Cultivation
They like moisture and protection from
hot sun. They prefer humus-rich, moist

Solenostemon amboinicus

but well-drained soil and need to be
pinched back to promote bushiness.
Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Solenostemon amboinicus

syns Coleus amboinicus, Plectranthus omboinicus

Allspice, three-in-one spice

This short-lived creeping perennial has
been cultivated for so long its true native
area is now unknown. It has pairs of
pale green, downy, rather fleshy leaves,
almost circular but with scalloped edges;
they are very aromatic with a pleasantly
spicy smell and can be used as a
flavoring herb in cooked dishes. The
white flowers are rather insignificant and
not always produced in cultivation. The
plant is seldom more than 12 in (30 cm)
high, with weak, fleshy stems that root
as it spreads. ZONES 10-12.

Solenostemon scutellarioides

syns Coleus blumei var. verschaffelti, C. scutellarioides
Native to Southeast Asia, this fast-
g]‘O\’\’iﬂg pt:rcnniul I'l.n'.‘lS IL‘.ﬂ\r"(‘_‘.S l]'lu'.lt are a
bright mixture of pink, green, red or

Solenostemon scufellarioides

vellow and are a pointed, oval shape
with serrated edges. It grows 24 in
(60 em) high and 12 in (30 cm) wide.
ZONES 10-12.

SPATHIPHYLLUM

Most of the 36 species of this genus of
evergreen, rhizomatous perennials come
from tropical America, with some native
to Malaysia. They are lush, with dark
green, oval leaves that stand erect or
arch slightly, and beautiful white, cream
or green flowers resembling arum lilies
that bloom reliably indoors. A NASA
study of 'sick building syndrome’ found
spathiphyllums among the top 10 plants
for their ability to ‘clean’ the air in air-
conditioned offices.

Cultivation

Grow in loose, fibrous, porous potting
soil in filtered light away from the sun.
Regularly sponge any dust from the
leaves. Water regularly, keeping the soil
moist but not soggy. Feed every 4 to 6
weelks with half-strength soluble
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fertilizer. Propagate by division. They
are generally pest free. Too much light
may turn the foliage yellow.

Spathiphyllum ‘Mauna Loo’

Peace lily

The leathery, lance-shaped, glossy, mid-
green leaves of this perennial reach
lengths of 12 in (30 cm). Oval, white,
papery spathes surrounding white

Spothiphytlum wallisii

felen e a0 a'e "t el 0 g gt v

-

spadices are borne intermittently,
turning green with age. It is the best
known of a fairly large number of large-
flowered cultivars; others are
‘Clevelandii’, which is shorter, and
‘Aztec’. ZONES 11-12.

Spathiphyllum ‘Sensation”

This is the largest of the Spathiphyllum
cultivars. It has dark green foliage with
prominent ribbing and large, well-
shaped white flowers, ageing to green. It
is a very attractive plant even when not
in bloom. ZONES 11-12.

Spathiphyllum wallisii

White sails

This is a dwarf species with clusters of
glossy green, lance-shaped leaves on
reed-like stems growing to 12 in

(30 em). A white spathe encloses tiny,
creamy white spadices of fragrant
Hlowers tig|1l|_y packed around an upright
spike. The color changes to green with
age. ZONES 11-12,

STRELITZIA

Bird of paradise

The 5 species of clump-forming
perennials that make up this genus have

Spathiphyllum 'Sensafion’

Shelitzia reginoe

exotic flowers which resemble the head
of a bird. Each bloom consists of several
spiky flowers arising from a boat-like
bract. The leaves are large and dramatic.
Strelitzias form large clumps of evergreen
banana-like foliage. The fruits are
capsules.

Cultivation

They need full sun or part-shade and
prefer well-drained soil enriched with
organic matter and dryish conditions in
cooler months. New plants can be
produced by dividing a clump, but this is
hard work as the Ciump and roots are
very dense. They can also be propagated
from seed or suckers.

Strelitzia nicolai

Wild banana, giant bird of paradise

The erect, woody, palm-like stems on
this tree-sized species reach a height of
20 ft (6 m) and the clump spreads over
12 ft (3.5 m). It has large dull green
leaves over 5 [t (1.5 m) long on long
stalks. The flowers appear near the top
of the plant from the leal axils. These

Strelitzio micoloi

striking flowers are greenish blue and
white, and open a few at a time from a
reddish brown bract. ZONES 10-12.

Strelitzia reginae

Crane flower, bird of paradise

This shrub-sized species has blooms of
bright orange and blue sitting in a
pointed green bract edged with red. It
grows to 6 [t (1.8 m) high and spreads
over 3 ft (1 m), forming an erect clump
of leaves and smooth flower stalks



Strelitzio reginoe ‘Mandelo’s Gold"

Toca infegrifolio

arising from underground stems. The
leaves are grayish green and spoon-like.
‘Mandela’s Gold' has _\-'e”m\-'—m‘zmgc and
purplish blue blooms. ZONES 10-12.

TACCA

This genus of 10 species of rhizomatous
perennials is widespread throughout
tropical Southeast Asia and Africa. They
have basal leaves close to the gl‘ound.
from which rise a scape with greenish

_\-’(“-”0\\' {']0\\‘QI'S SLII'I'UL]I'I(IL‘d l.l‘\" bl'il(_‘IS.

The strange, almost bizarre flowers have
earned members of this genus names
such as bat flowers, cats’ whiskers and
devil's tongue.

Cultivation

They need a humid atmosphere, some
shade and a peaty soil. Propagate by
division of the rhizomes or from seed, if
available.

Tacca integrifolia

Bat plant, bat flower

Found naturally in Southeast Asia and
from eastern India to southern China,
this upright species has lance-shaped
leaves up to 24 in (60 cm) long. The
flowers are carried in racemes of up
to 30 blooms, purple-red to brown,
and are backed by 4 green to
purple-tinted bracts. Filaments up

to 8 in (20 cm) long hang from the
flowers. ZONES 10-12.

TAPEINOCHILOS

Indonesian ginger

Ranging in the wild from Southeast Asia
to northern Australia, members of this
genus are plants of the [orest floor.
There are some 15 tropical species in
this genus and, like Coutus and Heliconia
species, they make their dramatic
statement not so much from the
insignificant Howers but from the
brilliantly colored bracts that surround
them. Unfortunately their splendor is
often hidden beneath the handsome
foliage. These evergreen perennials make
excellent cut flowers, but their short
stems and cultivation requirements have
cost them popularity.

Cultivation

These plants need heat and humidity to
thrive. Plant in part-shade in humus-rich
soil. Propagate [rom seed or bulbils, or
by division.

Tapeinachilos ananassae

syn. Topeinochilos queensiondiae

As the botanical name suggests, this
5[)8(‘.ies resem bIES ad hn’ll'd. SCﬁI“l(-:l‘
pineapple (Ananas), but without the deep
green fronds at the top. The flower spike
rises about 15 in (38 cm) directly from
tl"le g]‘ound ilﬂd i.‘:i 0\’Ct't0pp(‘.d b.\" 1|'l(-3
Consi(}el‘ab[\' t-':l“e]‘ stems, \’Vl‘lich L‘al‘l'y
the foliage. The scarlet bracts almost
I‘!I(]E th@ 'SITIZIH. tLl]Ju]al‘. ‘_\"C“U\-'\-' ”O\\-'{:I‘S.
This species is native to eastern
Indonesia, New Guinea and north-
eastern Australia. ZONES 11-12.

TILLANDSIA

Air plant

This genus contains more than 350
species of evergreen, mainly epiphytic
plants, often rosette-forming and some
with branching stems and spirally
arranged leaves. They are found from
southeastern USA to the southernmost
tip of South America. These bromeliads
are grown for foliage and their unusual
Howers, which are usually carried on
spikes, heads or panicles and range in

Tapeinochilos anonossae
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color from white to purple and green to
red. Plants vary from 2% in (6 cm) to
more than 12 ft (3.5 m) 11ig}'|. I;‘Oliage
may be gray, green or red-brown and
leaves are covered with silver scales. The
fruits are small capsules.

Cultivation

Generally, the stiff, silver-leated varieties
are grown in hardier conditions in full
sun, while the softer, green-leafed
varieties prefer part-shade. Plant in well-
drained sphagnum moss or on slabs of
bark or driftwood; equal parts of bark
and coarse sand can be used. They are
often placed high up in hanging baskets
to catch the rising heat. Mist regularly
and water moderately. Propagate from
offsets or by division.

Tillandsia argentea

This small bromeliad grows 4-6 in
(10=15 e¢m) wide, with a bulbous base
and heavily scaled, silver, thread-like
leaves. The leaves are arranged spirally
around the short stem so that they
resemble an onion. The red to violet

Tilandsio argenfen
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flowers, held almost perpendicularly, are
offset by red stems and red and green
bracts. The plant grows best when
mounted on trees or driftwood in filtered
sunlight. Ensure good air circulation and
a moderately humid atmosphere.

ZONES 10-12.

Tillandsia lindenit

Tillandsia coulescens

Tillandsia cavlescens

This species from Bolivia and Peru
grows to 18 in (45 cm) high. It has
compact, spiralled, gray-green foliage,
red bracts and white to purple flowers;
these are 1 in (256 mm) long with
recurved tips fo the petals. In its native
habitat, it is epiphytic on trees or cliffs
at high altitudes. It is an easy plant to
grow. ZONES 10-12.

Tillandsia flabellata

Native to the cloud forests of Mexico
and Guatemala, this is a very decorative
plant when in flower. The foliage is
rosette-shaped and either red or green;
the bracts are pointed and bright red. Its
long, narrow Hower spikes grow upright
in a fan-like arrangement to a height of
15 in (38 cm). The Howers are blue with
petals up to 2 in (5 cm) long, fused into
a tube. It needs a moderately humid
atmosphere. ZONES 10-12.

Tillandsia lindenii

This species grows in a typical rosette.
The arching leaves are thin, smooth,
pointed, and marked with red-brown
lines. A large Hower Spil{e of crimson or
pink-tinted bracts overlaps dense

Tilandsia flabellafo

Victoria omazonica > cruziona ‘Longwood Hybrid

clusters of pansy-shaped, deep blue or
purple-blue flowers rising just above the
leaves. ZONES 10-12.

VICTORIA

Giant lily, royal waterlily

This genus of just 2 species of
rhizomatous, deep-water aquatic annuals
or perennials comes from tropical South
America. Their strong rhizomes support
huge floating leaves and bear nocturnal,
waterlily-like flowers. Joseph Paxton
(1801-65), gm‘dener to the Duke of
Devonshire, was the first to make them
flower in Britain, and based his design

for the CI'_\-'slal Palace on the structure of

its leaves —so strong they could bear the
weight of his 7-}-’&:;“‘—0!(1 daughter.

Cultivation

These aquatic plants need at least 3 ft
(1 m) of water in which to grow and a
position in full sun. Plant them in
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containers of rich loamy soil with added
organic matter. Propagate from seed.

Victoria amazonica

syn. Victoria regia

Amazon waterlily

This is the largest known waterlily, with
leaves reaching to 6 ft (1.8 m) across. It
grows quickly, achieving its huge size
just 7 months after planting from seed.
The flat, prickly leaves have upturned
margins of 2-4 in (5-10 cm). Leal size is
determined by the depth of the water in
which the plant is growing —the deeper
the water, the bigger the leaves. The
flowers, white outside and pink inside,
have as many as 60 petals each; they are
more than 12 in (30 cm) wide. Only one
flower blooms at a time. 'Longwood
Hybrid', a |1yb|‘id between Vicloria
amazonica and V. eruziana, has white
flowers that age pink. ZONES 11-12.



Viiesen splendans

VRIESEA

This genus consists of around 250
species of epiphytes, among the most
popular bromeliads and closely related to
Tillandsia. The smooth-margined leaves
are often coated in mealy scales and have
colored cross-bandings. The spectacular
flower spikes vary in shape, with petals
free or fused into a tube, They can be
red, orange or yellow. Different species
flower at different times of the year.
Many hybrid cultivars have been
developed, for example 'Christine’.

Cultivation

Plant in part-shade in well-drained
orchid medium. Water moderately
during growth periods, always ensuring
the rosette centers are filled with water.
Propagate from offsets or seed.

Vriesea carinata

Lobster claws

The striking flattened spike of crimson
and gold bracts gives this Brazilian

Viieseq corinafo

bromeliad its common name. It grows to
10'in (25 cm) and has soft, arching, light
green leaves. An excellent pot plant, be
aware that this species needs a big pot as
it has a larger root system than most
bromeliads. ZONES 11-12.

Vriesea splendens

syns Tillondsia splendens, Viesea specioso

Flaming sword

This very striking bromeliad earned its
common name from its sword-shaped
flower spike of bright red or orange. It
has medium-sized, soft green leaves with
purple-black bands and an 18 in (45 cm)
high inflorescence. ZONES 11-12.

WEDELIA

There are around 70 species of this
genus ol the daisy family distributed
throughout the tropics and subtropics.
They range from annuals or perennials
through to small shrubs. The former
often have prostrate stems which root at
the nodes giving the plant a creeping

form; some are scrambling climbers. The
leaves are in opposite pairs with the
uppermost sometimes alternate. The
flowers are typical of the daisy family,
with small bell-shaped bisexual Howers
in the center and female ray flowers
radiating out, both of which are yellow.
They are either solitary or occur in small
clusters on long stalks. They set single-
seeded fruits.

Cultivation

Wedelias prefer well-drained soil in
either sun or shade. Propagate from seed
or cuttings, or by division.

Wedelia trilobata

Creeping daisy

This daisy is a trailing herb with many
slender, flexible stems sometimes up to
6 ft (1.8 m) long rooting at the nodes.
The leaves are elliptic to oblong, green,
notched and a little fleshy. They can be
up to 4 in (10 cm) long and slightly
lobed. With its golden flowers, 1 in

(25 mm) across, and sprawling habit,
this species makes a popular ground
cover or hanging basket plant. It also
grows well under trees, provided the
ground is dry. ZONES 10-12.

WITTROCKIA

The 7 species in this genus of bromeliads
are epiphytic, terrestrial or rock-
dwelling plants that form stemless
rosettes. Most species have colorful
thinly textured linear leaves with a few
marginal spines. Spikes of flowers
nestled in the heart ol the plant have
colorful bracts and blue or white petals.

Cultivation

They may be grown outdoors in an
open, well-drained soil in filtered shade.
When grown as pot plants use an open,
porous bromeliad potting mix. Indoors
they need warm humid conditions and

Wittrockin superbo

bright, filtered light. Propagation is from
seed or offsets.

Wittrockia superba

syns Nidulorium keratas, N. superbum, Canistrum cruentum

In its natural habitat this rosette-forming
bromeliad, to 3 ft (1 m) high and across,
grows on trees, on rocks or in leaf litter
on the ground. The long stiff leaves are a
glossy green with red tips and sharp
terminal spines. The flowers, arranged in
a cone-shaped spike, are nestled in the
heart of the plant. These are blue and
white and surrounded by red bracts.
ZONES 11-12.

WORSLEYA

Blue amaryllis, Empress of Brazil

This genus, closely allied to Hippeaatrum,
consists of only one species. The fat bulb
has a long neck protruding above the
ground, topped by a few strap-shaped
leaves; a short-stemmed cluster of large
rI‘U]anl‘-Shaped |10\\’e1‘5 Cmct‘ges I.!'D]“.
the leafless bulb.

Cultivation

This bulb needs full sun and perl"ecl
drainage. Most gardeners grow it in tall
pots, the favored potting mix being a
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Worseleya rayneri

combination of granite chips with a little

compost. Never allow the soil to dry out.

Propagate {rom seed.

Worsleya rayneri

syns Hippeastrum pracerum, Worsleya procer

This quite striking species was
discovered on a mountainside near Rio
de Janeiro in 1860, but it was not until
1899 that it was introduced to gardens
by the Englishman whose name it bears,
Arthington Worsley (1861-1943); it
remains an expensive rarity. In the wild
Woraleya raynert grows in crevices of
granite chiffs, the long bulb necks lifting
the lowers into the air and sunshine.
The color of the 4 in (12 em) wide
trumpets varies, from almost white to
deep lilac-blue, sometimes with spotted
peluls. ZONES 10-12.

XANTHORRHOEA

Grass tree

This is a small genus of evergreen plants
with grass-like foliage, all indigenous to
Australia; they are very slow growing
but long lived. Mature plants are
stemless or develop a thick, sometimes
bt‘anching trunk topped b_\r a dense
crown of long, arching, rather rigid
leaves. Young plants are stemless, and
may take 20 years or more to form a
trunk. Long, spear-like flower spikes are
produced spasmodically, often in
response to burning. The spikes, up to

5 It (1.5 m) long, consist of many
densely packed, small white flowers,
held on woody stalks up to 6 ft (1.8 m)
long. The fruits are leathery capsules,
packed along the spikes and surrounded
by the blackened Horal bracts.

Cultivation

Grass trees need an open, sunny spot
('.!.l'ld \-\r’(ﬁ]l—dl‘ained Sﬂil as t]1€y are
susceptible to root rot. They can also be
grown in containers. Propagate from
seed.

Xanthorrhoea preissii

From mild-climate areas of Western
Australia, this species has an upright or
slightly twisted trunk, often black and
scorched, which can reach 20 ft (6 m)
with maturity, with a crown of long,
arching, grass-like leaves. The small,
creamy vellow flowers are densely
packed at the top of a long spike which
stands high above the crown. Brownish
cupsuiur‘ fruit follow. ZONES 10-11.

ZINGIBER

Ginger

This genus consists of about 100 species
of evergreen perennials with thick,
branching, aromatic rhizomes and lealy,
reed-like stems. They bear flowers in
axils of colorful, waxy bracts in short
spikes or globular heads on stalks arising
from the rhizomes. One species produces
the culinary root and stem ginger.

Cultivation

These plants need a hot position with
high humidity and plentiful water. Give
them plenty of space to spread.
Propagate from rhizome divisions.

Zingiber zerumbet

Wild ginger

This clump-forming, upright species is
native to India and Southeast Asia. [t
has narrow, 12 in (30 cm) long leaves.
On separate, tall stems are overlapping
green bracts ageing to red, surrounding
white or gold Howers. The rhizomes are
bitter to eat, but can be used in
polpmll‘ri. ZONES 10-12,

Xanthorrhoea preissii

Zingiber zerumbet
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ACACIA

Many of the species belonging to this
genus are trees, and detailed information
on the genus is given in the Trees
chapter. However, Acacia farnesiana is
treated here as a shrub.

Acacia farnesiana

Mimosa bush, sweet wattle

This spreading, many-branched shrub
growing to 15 ft (4.5 m) tall is believed
to come [rom tropical America but has
now spread to drier tropical regions of
all continents. Bipinnate leaves up to
2 in (5 cm) long with tiny leaflets are
carried on spiny branches. It has large
golden, sweetly scented, globular
flowerheads. It is widely grown in
southern France for the perfume
industry. It can be used as a hedge or
screen plant. ZONES 11-12.

ACALYPHA

This genus of evergreen shrubs and
subshrubs consists of over 400 species
from most warmer countries of the
world, but only a handful are grown as
ornamentals. Some of these are valued
for the decorative, narrow spikes of
crowded, feathery flowers on the female
plants (males are on different plants),

Acacia fornesiano

while one species is grown only for its
showy variegated foliage. The leaves are
thin, usually with toothed margins.

Cultivation

They need a sunny to semi-shaded
position, well-drained, light soil with
plenty of water and protection from
wind. Prune lightly to shape, followed
by additional feeding and watering,.
Propagate from cuttings. Keep a
lookout for mealybug, red spider mite
and white fly.

Acalypha hispida

Chenille plant, red-hot cat-tail

Thought to be from Malaysia, this
upright, soft-stemmed shrub is grown for
its striking, tiny, bright red flowers that
hang in pendulous, tassel-like spikes on
the female plants. Leaves are large, oval
and bright green to reddish bronze. It
reaches a height and spread of 6 ft

(1.8 m). Regular pruning will maintain a
bushy shape. It does best in sheltered
sites in full sun. ZONES 11-12.

Acalypha wilkesiana

Fijian fire plant, copper leaf

Originating in Fiji and nearby islands,
this shrub grows to a height and spread
of 10 ft (3 m). With erect stems

Acalypha hispida

branching from the base, it is grown for
its large, serrated, oval leaves which
appear in a wide color range, some with
contrasting margins. It has inconspic-
uous tassel-like catkins of reddish bronze
flowers. It prefers a warm, sheltered
position and the foliage colors are best in
full sun. Cultivars include ‘Macrophylla’
with large leaves, each differently
variegated with bronze, copper, red,
cream and yellow blotches; ‘Godseffiana’
with narrow, drooping green leaves
edged with cream; ‘Macafeeana’ with
dcep bl‘onze IER\’ES Sphlshcd \'\ilh
coppery red; and ‘Marginata’ with
b!'ﬂnze-l'ed lCﬂVCS Cdged \-\'il‘h cream or
pale pink. ZONES 10-11.

ADENIUM

The name of this small genus of
succulent shrubs is taken from their
Arabic name aden, and these plants may
also have given their name to the port
city of Aden on the Arabian Peninsula.
Shrubs and occasionally small trees, they
are deciduous in dry seasons, and some
develop very fleshy, swollen trunks.
They range widely through tropical and
subtropical Africa, from South Africa’s
Cape Province to the Red Sea, as well as
southern Arabia.

Acalypha wilkesiono 'Mocafeeonn’
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Cultivation

Popular in tropical gardens, they prefer
a position in full sun or part-shade and
thrive best in climates with a well-
marked dry season. Kept dwarfed and
rootbound in a pot, they will often
flower more profusely. As they are very
prone to rotting, they require a gritty,
well-drained soil. Propagate from seed
or cuttings.

Adenium obesum

syns Adenium mulfiflorum, A. coefanum

Impala lily, desert rose

In the wild this species can make a small
tree of 12 ft (3.5 m) or more with

Adenium obesum
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swollen trunk and thick, crooked limbs,
but in cultivation it seldom exceeds
about 5 ft (1.5 m), with a sparse branch-
ing habit. Whorls of lance-shaped to
oval, glossy leaves are grouped at the
branch tips, but when in flower it is
usually leafless. The very decorative,
trumpet-shaped blooms are 1'/2-2 in
(38-50 mm) long and vary considerably
in coloring; most popular is a very pale
pink or white with deep pinkish red
margins. Cultivar names have been given
to a number of the color forms, most of
which appear to be derived from
Adencim obesum su bsp. obesunt, which
extends over the species’ whole
geographical range —some of the other
subspecies are more succulent, and are
sometimes grown by succulent
collectors. ZONES 11-12,

AGAPETES

syn. Penfapterygium

These evergreen shrubs from the moist
forests of southern Asia, mostly in the
higher mountains, have leathery leaves
and tubular Hlowers of a rather waxy
texture. Most of the species grow as
epiphytes in the forks of large trees, or
frequently on cliffs or boulders. In some
species the stems arise from a rather

Agapetes incurvatn *Searlet EIf*

curious woody tuber which gets quite
|£\I‘gc das ll matures.

Cultivation

They adapt to growing in the ground,
but demand a well-drained soil of open
texture and need to be planl‘ed high.
with the tuber or root bases exposed
or covered only by coarse humus.
They enjoy shelter and humidity, but
adapt readily enough to garden
conditions.

Agapetes incurvata

syn. Agapetes rugoso

This species is native to the Himalayan
slopes in Nepal and northern India. It is
a shrub of about 3 ft (1 m) tall with long
scrambling branches and strongly veined
leaves 2—4 in (5=10 cm) long. From leaf
axils near the branch tips it bears groups
of pendent tubular flowers about % in
(18 mm) long, pale flesh pink with

much darker transverse bars. ‘Scarlet
Elf" has flowers of a stronger red shade.
ZONES 10-11.

ALLAMANDA

Many of the species belonging to
this genus are climbers, and detailed
information on the genus is given in
the Climbers & Creepers chapter.

AMamanda schottii

Aphelondra squarrosa

However the species Allamanda schottil is
treated here as a shrub.

Allamanda schottii

syn. Alomanda nerifolia

Shrubby allomanda

The only true shrub in the genus, this
Llpl‘igl‘lt evergreen grows to a |“Ieig|1t and
spread of 6 ft (1.8 m) and has glossy
green leaves. Its trumpet-shaped golden
LVL‘“OW‘ HO\\-'EI‘S. OCCﬂSiﬂnZl“L\-’ Streﬂl{ﬁ'd
with erange, are sometimes [ollowed by
large, shiny seed pods. Allamanda schottic
prefers a sheltered sunny position. Prune
to control shape; it often benelits [rom
the stems being tied to supports.

ZONES 11-12.

APHELANDRA

This is a genus of around 170 species of
subshrubs and shrubs, all native to
tropical America. They have large,
deeply veined, pointed leaves, usually
deep green, sometimes with contrast-
ingly colored veins, always arranged in
opposite pairs on the stems. Dense
terminal Hlower spikes have large, often
brightly colored bracts from which
protrude tubular orange, red or yellow
Howers with a broad, 3-lobed lower lip.
A handtul of species have long been
cultivated as decorative indoor plants,

valued for [oliage and lowers.

Aphelondro squarroso *Danin’

Cultivation

They can be planted outdoors in moist,
humus-enriched, well-drained soil in
part-shade; otherwise they require a
position indoors in strong light, but not
direct sun. Cut back stems after flower-
ing. Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Aphelandra squarrosa

Zebra plant

Widely grown as a house plant, this
Brazilian species can grow to 6 ft (1.8 m)
high under ideal conditions. It has green
leaves up to 12 in (30 ecm) long, white or
cream veins and midribs. The lower
Spike is around 8 in (20 cm) long, brig}n
vellow and often tinted red or maroon.
There are a number of cultivars, varying
in leal size and pattern, and Hower
colors. 'Louisae’ is the cultivar most
commonly grown, with bright creamy
white main veins and midribs. ‘Dania’
has yellow to orange-yellow tlowers,
which are rarely seen, and leaves with
prominent white veins. ZONES 11-12.
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Bixa orellana

BARLERIA

This is a large genus of 250 or more
species ol evergreen shrubs and
subshrubs from the tropics of Asia, the
Americas and Africa. The plants have
simple leaves arranged in opposite pairs
on the stems. The lowers are generally
tubular and 2-lipped, emerging from
between Lwcrktpping bracts on short
spikes on terminating branches or in the
upper leaf axils. These are soft-stemmed,
quick-growing plants, used in tropical

and subtropical gardens for quick effect.
Thcl_\-’ are 3150 prLllﬁl“ as bedd]ng p]ants.

Cultivation

Tip prune to encourage bushiness. The
plants require full sun and fertile, moist
but well-drained soil and look attractive
when grouped together in a shrub
border. They are very easily propagated
from cuttings.

Barleria cristata

Philippine violet

Despite its common name, this well-
known tropical shrub is not native to the
Philippines but to eastern India and
Burma. It grows to around 3 ft (1 m)
high and wide and is densely branched
from ground level. For much of the year
it produces small clusters of 2-lipped
flowers from among bristly edged bracts
in the upper leal axils. Flowers vary
from violet-blue to mauve, pink or white.
It prefers a sheltered, humid position in
part-shade. ZONES 10-12.

BIXA

Annatto, lipstick tree

Only one species belongs to this tropical
American genus. It is cultivated for its
ornamental value in gardens and for the
fat-soluble orange dye its abundant seeds
yield. The dye (annatto) is used to color
foodstuffs and fabrics. South American
Indians used it as body paint. The plant
is very distinctive, with its large heart-
shaped, bronze-tinged leaves, erect
clusters of small, pink, rose-like flowers
and large almond-shaped fruit capsules
covered in dense red bristles. However,
it is illegal in some parts of the world.

Cultivation

Easy to grow, it should be grown in a
protected position, and may be trained
into a small tree or kept as a bushy
shrub. Propagation is most eflective

from cuttings, as seed-grown plants take
longer to come into flower.

Bixa orellana

This colorful tree can sometimes reach a
height of 30 ft (9 m) but is more
commonly seen as a spreading shrub of
about 10 ft (3 m) or Slighlly less. The
pink and white flowers overlap with the
clusters of bristly red fruit that persist on
the branches long alter tl’lCﬁV have
released their seeds. ZONES 10-12.

BOUVARDIA

A genus of 30 or so species of soft-
wooded evergreen shrubs and subshrubs
from Mexico, Central America and far
southern USA, they are popular with
florists and are grown for their
attractive, long-tubed, often fragrant
flowers in a range of colors from white
to red. The leaves are smallish, soft and
smooth margined, arranged in opposite
pairs on the stems or in whorls of 3 or
more, while the flowers are held in loose
to dense clusters at the end of the stems.

Cultivation

These shrubs require a warm, sheltered
position in part-shade, though in humid
climates some can tolerate full sun. The
soil needs to be fertile and well drained.
Water well and feed regularly during the
growing period. Cut back stems by half
after flowering to maintain shape; plants
can become straggly. Propagate from
cuttings. They are susceptible to attack
by sap-sucking insects such as white fly
and mealybug.

Bouvardia longiflora

syn. Bouvardia humboldfi

Scented bouvardia

A favorite with Horists, this tender,
weak-stemmed evergreen shrub grows to
a height and spread of 3 ft (1 m) or
more. Very brittle, the plant is easily

Bowvardio longifiora

damaged by strong winds. The strongly
perfumed, snow white flowers are up to
3in (8 cm) long and 1 in (256 mm) wide.
ZONES 10-11.

BRUGMANSIA

syn. Dafurg

Angel’s trumpet

The large shrubs of this genus are grown
for their very large, fragrant, pendent
trumpet flowers. They are still often
found under the name Datura, but the
true daturas are short lived, herbaceous
plants with smaller, more upright flowers
and capsular fruits that are usually
prickly (brugmansias have fleshy, un-
armed fruit that may be very long and
narrow). Brugmansias are evergreen or
semi-evergreen and their leaves are large
and solt, rather like tobacco leaves but
smaller, and all parts of the plant are
narcotic and poisonous.

Cultivation

They prefer a warm to hot climate, a
sunny sheltered site and a light, fertile,
well-drained soil. Best grown as small
trees, they can be shaped when young to
obtain a single trunk or can be kept
trimmed as dense, rounded shrubs. Water
well during the growing season. Propa-
gate from tip cuttings. Whitefly and spider

mite can cause problems, as can snails.



Brugmansia ouren

Brugmansia aurea

This species grows to about 20 ft (6 m)
with large, soft, downy leaves, serrated
at the margins when young but becom-
ing smooth-edged as they mature. The
cream to pale golden yellow trumpet
flowers, 10 in (25 cm) long with very
wide mouths, hang beneath the |‘0|iage
and appear to glow in the evenings when
lit softly by garden lights. ZONES 10-12.

Brugmansia < candida

syn. Dotura condido

This 10-15 ft (3-4.5 m) high shrub, of
rather untidy habit, branches low from a
short trunk and the long, oval, velvety
leaves are confined to the branch tips.
The pendulous white flowers, strongly
scented at nighl. are up to 12 in (30 cm)
long and have a widely flared mouth.
Once the most commonly cultivated
species, Brugmansia X candida is now
believed to be a hybrid between B. aurea
and B. veratcolor. 'Plena’ has an extra [rill
of petals inside the main trumpet and
‘Grand Marnier’ has flowers of soft
apricot. ZONES 10-12.

Brugmansia > candida

Brugmansia *Charles Grimaldi’

Named after a Californian landscape
designer, this 6 ft (1.8 m) tall hybrid
cultivar (‘'Dr Seuss’ X 'Frosty Pink") has
very large, pendulous, fragrant, pale
orange-yellow flowers. It has very large
leaves and with age will form quite a
thicket of stems. ZONES 10-12.

Brugmansia ‘Frosty Pink’

This hybrid has large, pale apricot-pink
and white Howers and grows to around
6 ft (1.8 m) tall. It has large, pale

green leaves and forms clumps of
stems. 'Ecuador Pink' is very similar,
but has pretty flowers of pastel pink.
ZONES 10-12.

Brugmansia suaveolens

syn. Datura suaveolens

This many-branched, spreading ever-
green shrub or small tree, which reaches
15 ft (4.5 m), has downy, oval leaves up
to 12 in (30 ecm) long. The flowers are
narrower than in Brugmansia X candida,
and their tubes are heavily striped with
green. They are proluse at various times

Brugmansia ‘Chorles Grimaldi

Brugmansio supveolens

of the year. Widely grown in tropical
gardens, they are sometimes seen pruned
to round-headed shrubs. ‘Plena’ has
semi-double blooms. ZONES 10-12,

Brugmansin *Frosty Pink”

BRUNFELSIA

These evergreen shrubs or small trees
from South and Central America bear
delightlully fragrant flowers with a
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narrow tube flaring abruptly into 5 flat
petals: these changc color from their first
day of opening through successive days,
with lowers of different ages sprinkling
the bush. Most species are slow growing
and bushy, with simple, rather leathery
leaves. The plants may all contain
poisonous alkaloids, particularly in their
berry-like fruits, which have been
known to p(}isun dogs‘

Cultivation

These shrubs like a site with full sun or
with afternoon shade, and fertile, well-
drained soil with adequate water during
dry spells. They do well in pots. Prune
Elf'.ter HD\’\-’Cring to p]‘omotc bushiness.
Propagate from tip cuttings. Mealybug
and white fly may present problems.

Coesolpinio cristo

Brunfelsia pauciflora

syns Brunfalsio calycing, B. eximio

Brazil raintree

This small deciduous or semi-evergreen
shrub is slower growing and less vigor-
ous than Brunfelsia awstralis, with duller,
dﬂ.rk gl‘ecn. leilther}’ lcaves. gr‘o\ving to
about 5 ft (1.5 m) tall and wide but
rather open branched. In bloom it is
even more dramatie: large, abundant
flowers open a rich purple and fade to
mauve and white over successive days.
‘Floribunda’ has smaller leaves and
extremely abundant pale purple flowers.
ZONES 10-12.

CAESALPINIA

Many of the species belonging to this
genus are trees, and detailed information
on the genus is given in the Trees
chapter. However, the ones included
here can be treated as shrubs.

Caesalpinia crista

Widespread on the world’s tropical
coasts, this is a rampant, woody climber
or scrambling shrub. Stems are some-
what th(Jrn_y and the shin_y, compcund
leaves, which can be up to 3 ft (1 m)
long, are made up of up to 10 large
leaflets, each 4 in (10 ¢m) long. The
plant produces panicles of orange
veined, yellow [lowers at the tips of
stems. These are both fragrant and
showy. This species is best grown at or
near the coast. ZONES 1112,

Caesalpinia pulcherrima

syn. Poinciana pulcherrima

Peacock flower, Barbados pride, red bird of paradise
Mostly seen as a shrub of about 8 ft

(2.4 m), this tropical species can grow to
15-20 ft (4.56—6 m). Short lived and Fast
growing, it has an open, moderately
spreading habit with coarse, prickly

leaves and branches with a whitish waxy

bloom, which terminate in tall, upright
sprays of vivid, usually scarlet and gold
blossoms. There is also a yellow-flowered
form and a darker red one. ZONES 11-12.

CALLIANDRA

Powderpuff tree

The great majority of the 200 or so
species of this large genus of evergreen
shrubs and small trees are native to the
Americas, mainly in the tropical regions,
but a few are native to India, Africa or
Madagascar. A small number are
L‘Llll’ivated as 0|'na|nenla|s. Vﬂlllcd {:01"
their showy flowerheads with numerous
long stamens. The flowers are like those
of the related acacias and mimosas but
genera”‘\-’ on a lal'ger SCE[]E. USUE.“__\" in
spherical or hemispherical heads. The
leaves are always bipinnate but vary

greatly in both number and in the size of

the leaflets; in most species the leaves
‘sleep” at night or in dull, stormy
\\'eat}‘IEI" T.'I'IE ]ea”clb ["(J]Clirlg roget!‘IEI‘.

Cultivation

Despite their often delicate appearance,
many calliandras are tough, long-lived
plants thriving in any well-drained,
fertile soil in full sun. Water well in the
growing season. Propagation is easiest
from seed, but some produce few or no
pods in cultivation and can be grown
from cuttings.

Cafliondra californico
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Calligndra californica

Buja fairy duster

A native of Baja California (a state of
northwestern Mexico), this is a shrub of
about 4 ft (1.2 m) in height of rather
upright habit and open branched, the
branches with paired prickles at the leaf
bases. The leaves are small, with narrow
gray-green leaflets only "4 in (6 mm)
long. The flowerheads are small and
deep red to purplish. ZONES 10-12.

Calliandra emarginata

A low-growing shrub, or occasionally
taller to 10 ft (3 m) or so, this species is
distinctive in having leaves with only

4 to 8 rather large leaflets; these are
smooth and glossy and up to 2% in

(6 em) long. A native of Honduras,

Coesolpinia pulcherima

Calfandra emarginafa




Colliondra hoemotocephala

Guatemala and southern Mexico, the
plant is dotted with globular flowerheads
through much of the year. The color
varies from almost white to deep reddish
pink; the bases of the flowers are usually
FIEI.IEI'. ZONES 10-12.

Calliandra hoematocephala

Blood-red tassel-flower, pink or red powderpuff
A native of tropical South America,
this species produces large Hlower-
heads around 3 in (8 cm) in diameter.
The flowers appear almost year round.
It makes a large, broadly spreading
shrub to a height of 12 ft (3.5 m) and
an even greater spread with age.

The leaves consist of rather few
oblong leaflets about 2 in (5 cm) long,
pink-flushed when first unfolding.
ZONES 10-12.

Calliandra surinamensis

Pink tassel-flower

This tropical species comes from the
Guianas |‘egion of northern South
America. It is an elegant shrub of erect,
open habit up to about 10 ft (3 m) tall
with arching branches and ferny loliage.
The [lowerheads are distinctive, forming
narrow inverted cones that are scattered
along the uppersides of the branches,
white at the base but tipped rose-pink.

Colliandra surnomensis

They appear through much of the year
and attract butterflies. ZONES 11-12.

CALLISTEMON

Bottlebrush

These evergreen Australian shrubs and
small trees bear magnificent long-
stamened, mostly red flowers in dense
cylindrical spikes. The tips of the flower
spikes continue to grow as leafy shoots,
leaving long-lasting, woody seed cap-
sules that eventually become half
embedded in the thickening branch.
Many species have a somewhat weeping
habit and a few have striking papery
bark, like that in the related genus
Melaleuca. The Howers are nectar rich
and attract birds, inclu(]ing small parrots
(lorikeets) in their native I‘egion&

Cultivation

The shrubby callistemons make a fine
addition to the shrub border, where they
attract birds. They prefer full sun and
moist suil; some, however, will tolerate
poor drainage. A light pruning alter
flowering will prevent seed capsules
forming and help promote bushiness and
flowering. Prune to establish a single
trunk on tree-like species. Propagate
species from seed (preferably wild
collected), cultivars and selected clones
[rom tip cuttings.

Callistemon formosus

Callistemon formosus

Endemic to a small area of rocky forest
country in southeast Queensland, this is
a medium to tall shrub of up to 15 fi

(4.5 m) in height. The new gt‘owths are
red, maturing to stiff, flat, pointed, dull
green leaves on pendulous branches. The
small flower spikes are creamy yellow,
rarely pinkish. ZONES 10-11.

CERBERA

Belonging to the oleander family, this
genus consists of perhaps 4 species of
evergreen shrubs and small trees, native
to tropical Asia and Australasia, Mada-
gascar and the Seychelles. They have a
milky sap and are poisonous in all parts;
one species from Madagascar was
notorious for its use there as an ‘ordeal’
poison, administered to criminal suspects
to test their guilt or innocence. Linnaeus
took the genus name from that of
Cerberus, the 3-headed dog guarding the
entrance to Hades. The plants have
broad, smooth leaves arranged in oppo-
site pairs, fragrant white flowers and
large egg-shaped fruits.

Cultivation

They need good light and a moist, humid
atmosphere to prosper. Plant in well-
drained, humus-rich soil. Propagate from
seed or cuttings.

Cerhern manghos

Cerbera manghas

syn. Cerbero odoflom

Occurring over most of the range of the
genus (except Madagascar), this species
grows main[}I at the edges of mangrove
swamps. A shrub to 20 ft (6 m) in height
it has narrow, leathery leaves and highly
fragrant white flowers, with either a
pink or _ve“ow center, held in large
bunches. The large, single-seeded, egg-
shaped fruit are between 2-3 in (5-8 cm)
long and ripen from green to red.
ZONES 11-12.

CLERODENDRUM

This genus of over 400 species ranges
through the world's tropics and warmer
climates. It contains trees, shrubs,
climbers and herbaceous plants, both
deciduous and evergreen, some with
very showy flowers. The features that
unite them are leaves in opposite pairs;
Eul)Lllm" HO\-’VCFS1 L|Sua“.\" ﬂa!‘ed or l:)Cl“-'I—
shaped at the mouth and with 4 long
stamens and a style protruding well
beyond the tube; and fruit, a shiny berry
sitting at the center of the calyx that
usually becomes larger and thicker after
flowering.

Cultivation

They appreciate a sunny position,
though sheltered from strong wind and
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the hottest sun, and deep, moist, fertile
soil. Propagate from cuttings, which
strike readily; many species sucker from
the roots ﬂnd i s la]‘g'e root Cutting can
produce much quicker results.

Clerodendrum buchananii

This tropical species from Indonesia
makes a tall, weak shrub of about 10 ft
(3 m) with an open habit and large,
heart-shaped leaves with downy under-
sides. The Howers appear through much
of the year in terminal panicles, the
stalks and flowers all scarlet. It is an
unkempt shrub, fast growing but short
lived. There may be confusion between
this species and Clerodendrum
Jpectostisimum. ZONES 11-12.

Clerodendrum paniculatum

Pagoda flower

This fast-growing but short-lived species
is popular in the wet tropics for its huge
panicles of small salmon pink flowers
T.hat ref'n'linﬂte the erect SI'IODI'S. appeaf‘ing
through much of the year. Growing to
6-8 ft (1.8-2.4 m), it branches from the
roots into coarse, vigorous shoots with
very large, deeply veined, glossy deep
green leaves on long stalks. ZONES 11-12.

(lerodendrum paniculatum

Clerodendrum splendens

Glory bower

From tropical West Africa, this
evergreen, woody stemmed, twining
plant grows to 10 ft (3 m) or more. It
has rich green, oval or elliptic leaves and
showy clusters of | in (25 mm) wide
scarlet flowers. ZONES 10-12.

Clerodendrum thomsoniae

Bleeding heart vine, bleeding glory hower

A climbing shrub from western

tropical Africa, the popularity of this
species derives from the clusters of deep
crimson flowers emerging from pure
white, hel]-shaped calyces contrasted b_v
large, oval, deep green leaves. The
calyces persist in fruit, turning dull
pinkish. Reaching 10 ft (3 m) in height,
it requires high humidity. ZONES 10-12.

Clerodendrum vgandense

Blue butterfly bush

This species from East Africa will take
rather cooler conditions than most
tropical clerodendrums. It is a rangy and
open evergreen shrub to 10 ft (3 m) with
a spread of 6 ft (1.8 m). Its slightly
arching branches bear terminal sprays of
butterfly-shaped flowers in two shades

(leradendrum buchananii

of clear blue. It can be pruned back
continually to keep the long branches in
check. ZONES 10-11.

Clerodendrum zombeziacum

One of the lower-growing shrubby
clerodendrums, this tropical African
species puts up rather weak stems about
3-6 ft (1-1.8 m) tall from its spreading
root system. The leaves are large, soft
and heart-shaped. Throughout the year
it produces a succession of pure white
flowers with tubes about 4 in (10 cm)
long and sometimes curled stamens.
ZONES 10-12.

(lerodendrum splendens
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CODIAEUM

This genus consists of about 15 species
of evergreen shrubs and small trees
native to southern Asia, the Malay
region and Pacific Islands. One species,
Codiaeum variegatum, has given rise to a
large number of cultivars with highly
colored and sometimes bizarrely shaped
leaves. These are popular garden plants
in tropical regions, the larger-growing
cultivars making good hedging plants.
The small yellow flowers and tiny seed
pods are quite insigniﬁcanl‘——thc plzmts
are grown strictly for their magnificent
foliage.

Clerodendrum ugandense

(lerodendrum zombeziocum
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Codioeum variegafum 'Petra’

Cultivation

They prefer moist, humus-rich soil in
sun or dappled shade. As indoor plants
they are grown in a rich but freely
draining potting mix, and watered and
fed freely. Propagate from tip cuttings or
by air-layering.

Codigeum variegatum

Croton, garden croton

This shrub species oceurs throughout
the range of the genus, with plain green
leaves in the wild. Cultivated forms,
though, show enormous variation of
leaf color and pattern with shades of
green, red, vellow, orange and purple,
sometimes on the one plant. Some
cultivars can grow to 8 ft (2.4 m) or
more tall, with leaves up to 12 in (30 cm)

Codioeum variggatum ‘America’

long; they must be propagated
vegetatively, usually by cuttings, to
maintain their foliage color. ‘America’
has green, red, orange and yellow leaves,
the variegation following the veins and
margins; ‘Petra’ is similar to ‘America’
but has more clearly defined margins;
‘Imperiale’ has yellow leaves with pink
margins and green midribs; ‘Interrup-
tum’ has yellow, recurved leaves with
green margins and red midribs; ‘Mrs
Iceton” (syn. ‘Appleleaf”) has elliptic
leaves, metallic purple at the edges,
vellow to rose in the center. ZONES 11-12.

COFFEA

Coffee

This genus includes some 40 species of
shrubs and small trees, native mainly to
tropical Africa, with a few in Asia. Best
known is Coffea arabica, the original
source of coffee and still the most prized
species. Most have tiered branches and
deep green, smooth-edged leaves
arranged in opposite pairs. Attractive
white flowers are clustered in the leaf-
axils, followed b_\r small, fleshy, 2-seeded
fruits that turn red as they ripen.
Cultivation

The preferred growing environment is
humus-rich soil with light shade and
steady temperatures. Propagation is

(offea arabica

from seed or semi-ripe cuttings. They
adapt well to being grown as house
plants. Propagate from seed, which must
be fresh but germinates very rapidly.

Coffea arabica

Arabian coffee

Originating in mountain rainforests of
Ethiopia, this is the coffee of commerce
and, while one or two are unlikely to
supply your coffee needs, it is a very
attractive evergreen shrub for gardens or
for large containers. It can grow to
around 15 ft (4.5 m) high. Small,
fragrant white flowers are clustered
along the branches behind the leaves and
are followed by the dark red fruits; each
contains 2 'beans’ which when extracted,
dried and roasted are our familiar coffee
beans. ZONES 10-12.

CORDYLINE

Cabbage tree, ti

Centered in the southwest Pacilic region
(one species in tropical America), most
species of this genus of 15 or so species
of somewhat palm-like evergreen shrubs
and small trees are tropical or subtropi-
cal. Cordylines resemble dracaenas in
habit and foliage, but differ in the
flowers which are small and starry,
borne in large panicles, and in the red,

Cordyline fruficosa

black or whitish fruits. A peculiarity is
their underground rhizome that grows
downward, sometimes emerging through
the drainage apertures of a pot; its main
function appears to be food storage.
Cultivation

Cordylines do well in rich, well-drained
soil. The narrower-leafed New Zealand
species are the most sun hardy, and
Cordyline australes tolerates salt spray
near the ocean; the species with broader,
thinner leaves prefer a sheltered position
in part shade, though will tolerate full
sun if humidity is high. Most can be kept
in pots or tubs for many years as indoor
or patio plants. They are easily
propagated from seed or stem cuttings.

Cordyline fruticosa

syn. Cordyline ferminalis

Ti ngahere

This well-known species probably
originated somewhere in the vicinity of
Papua New Guinea but was long ago
spread through the Pacific by Mela-
nesians and Polynesians, who valued its
starchy rhizomes as food. It grows to at
least 10 ft (3 m) high, forming quite a
strong, branched trunk, but is more
often seen as a 3—6 ft (1-1.8 m) shrub in
gardens or as a house plant. The thin,
lance-shaped leaves are up to 30 in



Cordyling strictn

(75 cm) long and 6 in (15 cm) wide,
clustered at the top of the stem. The 12 in
(30 em) panicles of small, scented, white
to C]Ll“ mauve HD\" ers, may bE FOH{)\VECI
by crowded red berries. The many
colored and variegated foliage forms are
Fﬂvonte landscaplng plants 1n the
tropics; they vary also in leaf size and
shape. ‘Imperialis’ has dark green leaves
streaked pink and crimson. ZONES 10-12.

Cordyline stricta

Slender palm lily

This shrub from subtropical eastern
Australia makes a clump of weak cane-
like stems to 6-8 ft (1.8-2.4 m) high
with dark green, strap-like, floppy leaves
no more than % in (18 mm) wide. It
reaches about the same height grown in
a pot but makes a sparser plant. Long,
drooping panicles of pale purplish
“0“"81‘5 are {"GHO‘(\'CCI b‘}" S]TlEl.“ blac](
berries. It does best in moist, sheltered
positions and is very shade tolerant.
ZONES 1012,

CUPHEA

From Central and South America, this
genus consists of over 250 species of
annuals, evergreen perennials, subshrubs
and shrubs. The__\-' are mosl'l_\,-' rather low
growing with weak stems and smallish,
simple leaves. The flowers have a long
tubular calyx and small circular red,
pink, yellow or white petals, the latter
sometimes hardly visible. They are fast

Cuphea ignea

grovving ;'.‘lrld can be treﬂted as ﬂnﬂuals.
The many species vary quite consider-
ably in appearance, especially with
r‘egar‘d to the HD\'\’EI'S. Tl'le_}’ I:)IQOITI
almost throughout the year.

Cultivation

They prefer moist, well-drained soil in
sun or very light shade. Propagation is
usuall‘}’ {'1‘011'1 Sl‘l’la“ lip Cul‘til‘lgs. t]’lougl‘l
they are also easily raised from seed,
which often self-sows.

Cuphea ignea

syn. Cuphen platycentro

Cigar flower, cigarette plant

This species from Mexico and the West
Indies gets its common names from the
flowers, which are small, orange and
tubular. Each has a white tip with a
touch of black, sugg esting the ash at the
tlp of a cxgar or c1gal ette. The leaves are
small, elliptical and bright green. A
bushy subshrub, it grows up to about
24 in (60 cm) high and benelfits from
occasional tnmmmg to keep it compact.
ZONES 10-12.

DRACAENA
syn. Pleomele
This genus of some 40 species of ever-

green trees and shrubs, many originating

from equatorial Africa and Asia, is
grown for foliage, often as indoor plants.
Those species grown indoors are
sometimes confused with species of
Cordyline and are often termed ‘false

Dracazna marginata

palms’ because of their cane-like stems
and crowns of sword-like leaves.

Cultivation

Outdoors, dracaenas need full sun or
part-shade and well-drained soil. Oc-
casionally they can be cut back to almost
soil level if desired. Propagate from seed
or by air-layering or from stem cuttings.
Watch out for mealybugs.

Dracaena marginata

A slow-growing shrub from Madagascar,
this species reaches 15-20 ft (4.5—6 m).
Its narrow, sword-like leaves have red
margins. The cultivar “Tricolor’ with a
cream stripe and red edge is commonly
grown as a house plant. This species
tolerates some shade. ZONES 10-12.

ERANTHEMUM

This genus of around 30 species of
tropical Asian shrubs and subshrubs in
the acanthus family are most often
grown for their attractive pink or blue
flowers or in some cases for their
attractive decorative foliage. They have
simple, smooth-edged leaves arranged in
opposite pairs on the branches, and
clustered flowers with tubular bases and
5 [lat spreading petals. The fruits are

Franthemum pulchellum

small club-shaped capsules that split
explosively into two halves.

Cultivation

Eranthemums are easily grown in tropi-
cal and subtropical climates, preferrmg a
sheltered, part-shaded position in good
soil and plentiful watering during the
growing season. If a more compact
shape is desired they can be cut back
fairly hard after ﬂowe:'ingA Indoors,
provide bright, indirect light and water
freely. Propagate from cuttings.

Eranthemum pulchellum

syn. Franthemum nervosum

Blue sage

This is a colorful evergreen shrub to 4 ft
(1.2 m) from tropical India that has
naturalized in many other countries. Its
erect stems are well clothed with rich
green leaves to 8 in (20 cm) long with
conspicuous veins. The striking Howers
are a violet blue and arranged in dense
spikes. The individual blooms have a
slender tube with widely flared lobes.
ZONES 10-12.

EUCALYPTUS
f\-"nany of the spccics be]onging to this
genus are trees, and detailed information
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on the genus is given in the Trees
chapter. However, Eucalyptus tetraptera is
tl“cutecl l']BrC as a 5]1[’11'3.

Eucalyptus tetraptera

Square-fruited mallee

In nature this species is a straggly, un-
tid_y shrub rare]y more than 6 ft (]‘8 m)
tall, growing in poor sandy soil along the
southern coast of Western Australia. Its
Earge leaves are thick and 1eathery and

Fucalyptus tetrapler

its big 4'—winged flowers are bright red
with pink stamens. Light pruning will
moderate its straggly habit. ZONES 10-11.

EUPHORBIA

Many of the species belonging to this
genus are succulents, and detailed
information on the genus is given in the
Cacti & Succulents chapter. However,
the euphorbias included here may be
treated as shrubs.

Euphorbia pulcherrima

Poinsettio, Mexican flume tree

Potted poinsettias are a familiar Christ-
mas decoration all over the northern
hemisphere, but this native of Mexico is
a garden plant. It makes a rather open
shrub up to 12 ft (3.5 m) tall, usually
dropping its leaves as flowering
commences. The broad bracts, which
give each flower cluster the appearance
of a single, huge flower, last many
weeks. There are many named cultivars,
which extend the color range from the
original blood red to pink and cream. It
thrives best in subtropical regions and
likes fertile soil and sunshine. The leaves
are large but not especially attractive.
Cultivars of the normal tall-growing
poinsettia include "Henrietta Ecke’ with
additional smaller red bracts. Most
cultivars now sold for indoor use are
semi-dwarf: ‘Annette Hegg' is red, while
'‘Rosea’ (pink) and 'Lemon Drop’ (pale
yellow) are similar except for color.
ZONES 10-12.

Fuphorbia viguieri

This spiny succulent from Madagascar
grows to 5 ft (1.5 m) in height. Its stems
are 6-angled and ridged and bear tri-
angular leal scars and rows of irregular
spines along the ridges. The leaves,
which are clustered towards the tips

of the branches, are red in color with

Gordenio augusto “Magnifico’

green midribs. Its floral bracts are
ye”ow-gr‘een. ZONES 10-12.

GARDENIA

Evergreen shrubs or small trees with
glossy deep green leaves and fragrant
white or cream flowers, gardenias pro-
vide some of the most fragrant of all
llowers and are popular in warm-climate
gardens worldwide. The genus includes
some 200-odd species, most of them
from tropical Asia or southern Africa.

Cultivation

They need well-drained, neutral to

acid soil and prefer light shade.
Generous water and a regular dressing
of compost and fertilizer ensures good
flowering and keeps foliage a deep
glossy green. They are easily propagated
from cuttings.

Gordenio augusta

syns Gardenia florida, G. grondiflora, G. jasminoides

Common gardenia, Cape jusmine

This is the best known species of the
genus, an evergreen, glossy-lealed shrub
from southern China, though long
supposed native to the Cape of Good
Hope, hence the name Cape jasmine. It
is commonly seen in gardens and flower
shops in one of its double-flowered culti-
Vars, El.” \-\"ilh \\‘I‘lil‘(:. Stl'onglﬁ\-’ pel'[‘lll‘ncd

Fupharbia viguier

Gardenig augusta

Howers changing to pale yellow as they
age. The best known is ‘Florida’, a 3 ft
(1 m) tall shrub with flowers about 3 in
(8 cm) wide; ‘Magnifica’ is larger in all
its parts though less generous with its
flowers; ‘Radicans’ is almost prostrate,
with small flowers and leaves. The
flowers appear over a long season.
ZONES 10-11.

GRAPTOPHYLLUM

Generally seen as house plants, this
genus ol evergreen shrubs in the
acanthus family comprises 10 species
from tropical Australia and the Pacific
islands. They are admired chiefly for



Hakea nitida

their decorative foliage, which is often
marked with various colors. It bears
tubular, 2-lipped flowers.

Cultivation

In tropical climates they do well as
garden plants, liking dappled shade and
fertile, well-drained soil. They respond
well to gentle pruning to control their
iendency to legginess. As house planl's
they need regular watering during the
growing season. Propagate from cuttings
at any time.

Graptophyllum pictum

Caricature plant

This species has an erect, open habit and
reaches a height of 5 ft (1.5 m) with a
spread of about 30 in (75 cm). Its leal
coloration varies but typically it has mid-
green, oval leaves with creamy central
blotches. The tubular purplish red
flowers are borne on terminal spikes.
“Tricolor’ has cream and green leaves,

Homelio patens

heavily flushed pink especially when
voung; ‘Purpureum Variegatum' is
similar but replaces the pink with
purple-red. ZONES 11-12.

HAKEA

This genus consists of 130 species

of evergreen shrubs and small trees
from Australia. They are closely allied
to the grevilleas and, like them, are well-
regarded garden plants in their home
country, though the most easii‘v

grown species are not necessarily the
most spectacular. There is great

variety in the foliage, from needle-like to
broad, though the leaves are always

stiff and leathery. The flowers are

borne in small clusters, and the bracts
are woody follicles, which are sometimes
quite large.

Cultivation

Fast growing but not always long lived,
they like plenty of sunshine and well-
drained soil and dislike phosphorus-rich
fertilizers. Propagation is usually from
seed; outstanding forms can be per-
petuated from cuttings. Watch for root-
rot in moist soil.

Hakea nitida
One of the lesser known hakeas, Hakea

nitida is indigenous to Western Australia.

The white flowers tend to hide among
the dull green leaves, but the plant is of
shapely, upright habit and makes a fine
informal hedge about 8 ft (2.4 m) high.
ZONES 10-11.

HAMELIA

Rat poison plant

This is a genus of about 40 evergreen
shrubs and small trees from tropical
America, of which only a few of the
shrubby species are encountered in
tropical and subtropical gardens. The
attraction is the clusters of flowers,
borne over a long season. The inelegant
common name comes from the poisonous
nature of the [ruit.

Cultivation

They prefer rich soil, light shade and
plenty of moisture, and are propagated
from cuttings.

Hamelia patens

Firebush, scarlet bush

This dense, soft-wooded shrub grows to
about 10 ft (3 m). The leaves are pale
green with downy undersides, and the
bright scarlet tubular flowers are held in
clusters towards the ends of the
branches. The flowers are followed by

Hibiscus calyphyllus
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vellow-green berries that ripen to
purple-hlac]{. ZONES 10-11.

HIBISCUS

While the genus name conjures up the
innumerable cultivars of Hibiscws rosa-
datnensiy, the genus of around 220 species
is quite diverse. The leaves are mostly
toothed or lobed and the flowers, borne
singly or in terminal spikes, are of
characteristic shape with a funnel of

5 overlapping petals and a central
column of fused stamens.

Cultivation

Easy to grow, the shrubby species thrive
in sun and slightly acid, well-drained
soil. Water regularly and feed during the
flowering period. Trim after flowering to
maintain shape. Propagate from seed or
cuttings or by division, depending on the
species. Check for aphids, mealybugs
and whitefly.

Hibiscus calyphylius

This spectacular tropical African species
is a shrub of 3-6 ft (1-1.8 m) with

34 in (8-10 cm) blooms distinguished
by a purple-brown eye contrasting with
l'he l)l"lghl v\u'CIIU\’\' DF t1'|€ PE‘ta.lS.

ZONES 10-11.

Hibiscus cisplafinus




Hibiscus insuloris

Hibiscus mutabilis

Hibiscus cisplatinus

This is a shrub growing at least 10 ft

(3 m) tall with thorny branches and
curious, rectangular-petalled flowers.
These are large and pink with each petal
being longitudinally veined in a darker
pink. The leaves are dark green, up to

6 in (15 em) long and somewhat variable
in shape. Hibiscus cloplatinuo is native to
Argentina and Brazil. ZONES 10-11.

Hibiscus insularis

Phillip Island hibiscus

Endemic to tiny Phillip Island, which
lies off Norfolk Island in the southwest
Pacific, this species is now close to
extinction in the wild. It is a spreading

shrub up to 12 [t (3.5 m) tall, branc hing

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis

low into a tangle of very woody stems
supporting a twiggy canopy of fine
foliage. The leaves are coarsely toothed
and the 2 in (5 cm) diameter lowers
open lemon yellow with a maroon center
and age to dull pink. ZONES 10-11.

Hibiscus mutabilis

Confederate rose, cotton rose

A multi-branched deciduous shrub with
a low-branching habit, the cotton ro

comes l"I‘l.')I‘I‘I C-hina -‘:ll'ld grows to about

12 ft (3.5 m) tall and almost as wide.
The large flowers open white and age Hibiscus rosa-sinensis ‘Surfidar’
from pale pink to deep pink; they are
held among the felty, multi-lobed leaves. Hibiscus rostsinensis ‘Covakanic'
‘Plenus’, with its double flowers, is the

most commonly grown cultivar.

ZONES 8-10.

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis

Chinese hibiscus, red hibiscus, shoeflower

The name shoeflower is Jamaican, from
the use of crushed flowers to polish
black shoes. It is a glossy lealed
evergreen shrub, sometimes as much as
15t (4.5 m) high and wide, with blood-
red flowers borne just about all year. It
is less often seen than its numerous

gfll'dt‘.ﬂ L'Llhi\"ilI‘S. some |'llEI'E?—[_!I:‘L'(_I &ll'l.(!

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Howniion Hybrid
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others, like the enormous blooming
Hawaiian hybrids, carrying the genes of
other species. These plants grow 3-10 ft
(1-3 m) high, and the flowers can be
5-petalled singles, semi-double or fully
double, the colors ranging from white
through pinks to red; the Hawaiian
hybrids offer yellow, coral and orange,
often with 2 or 3 shades in each flower.
The flowers range upwards in size from
about 5 in (12 cm). Each flower only
lasts a day, but they appear in long
succession. Hibiseus rosa-sinensis cultivars
include ‘Surfrider’ with single flowers
that are deep orange with a red center;
‘Fiesta’ with dark apricot flowers with

Hibiscus schizopetalus

red and white centers; ‘Covakanic’ with
flowers in beautiful varying tones of
orange and apricot; as well as ‘Apple
Blossom’, ‘Cooperi’, ‘Madonna’ and
‘Sabrina’. ZONES 10-12.

Hibiscus schizopetalus

From tropical Africa, this evergreen
shrub grows to 12 ft (3.5 m) with
rounded, toothed, deep green leaves and
long-stemmed, pendulous, scarlet
flowers; their petals are recurved and
much cut, and the staminal column
hangs as though on a silken thread.
Pruning is not necessary as its natural,
somewhat slender, drooping habit is part
of this plant’s charm. This species 1s
closely allied to Hibiscws rosa-sinenoes and
has interbred with it. ZONES 10-11.

Hibiscus syriocus

Blue hibiscus, rose of Sharon

This upright, deciduous shrub (ever-
green in warmer climates) from temper-
ate Asia flowers freely in varying shades
of white, pinl(. soft red, mauve and violet
blue. The single, semi-double and double
flowers are bell-shaped and are borne in
the axils of the leaves. It has small, hair-
less leaves and grows to 12 ft (3.5 m) tall
with a spread of 3-6 ft (1-1.8 m). Prune
to shape in the first 2 years of growth,
l'1‘imming lightly thereafter to maintain
compact form. Popular cultivars include
‘Ardens’ with large, mauve flowers with
crimson centers; ‘Blue Bird’ with single,
violet blue flowers with red centers;
‘Diana’ with broad, pure white flowers;
and ‘Woodbridge' with 2-toned pink
blooms at least 4 in (10 ¢cm) across.
ZONES 5-10.

IXORA

Jungle flame

From tropical regions of Africa, Asia and
islands of the Pacific, this is a large

Ixora chinensis

genus of about 400 species of evergreen
shrubs and small trees, some with
speciacular heads of scarlet, orange,
vellow, pink or white flowers. They have
g]ossl\n dcep green leaves. In Asia, the
roots of ixoras are used to make a
medicine said to alleviate stomach
ailments and cure dysentery. These
SI]rleS are used ["01‘ mﬁssﬁd bedding.
hedges and screens, and can be grown
in containers.

Cultivation

In the tropics, they appreciate a part-
shaded position. Humus-rich, moist
but freely drained, friable soils and
high humidity suit them best, and

they need regular water. Light pruning
after flowering will maintain shape;
spent flowerheads should also be
removed. Propagate from cuttings or
from seed.
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Ixora chinensis 'Prince of Orange”

Ixora chinensis

This evergreen shrub grows to a height
and spread of 4 ft (1.2 m), its densely
PE[CI{E(I. erect hl‘iln(_‘l‘lcs CIOT{th '\'Vitl-l
narrowly pointed, deep green leaves.
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Ixara coccinen

[xora jovanico

The large terminal clusters of tubular
flowers vary from bright orange-red,
vellow and white to pink. ‘Lutea’ has
vellow flowers; ‘Prince of Orange’ has
larger orange-scarlet flowerheads that
almost cover the bush. ZONES 10-12.

Ixora coccinea

Jungle geranium

From tropical Southeast Asia, this neat,
rounded evergreen shrub reaches a height
of 3 ft (1 m) with a spread of 5 ft (1.5 m).
Small, scarlet, tubular flowers in dense,
ball-like clusters among the 4 in (10 em)
long, dark green leaves may be followed
by cherry-sized black fruit. ZONES 11-12.

Ixora javanica

syn. Ixora omoeng

Red ixora, Javanese ixora

Native to Java and the Malay Peninsula,
this evergreen shrub grows up to 15 [t
(4.5 m) in the wild but rarely reaches
more than 5 ft (1.5 m) in cultivation. Its
heads of small, tubular flowers are
usually red, although orange and pink
forms are known. ZONES 11-12.

JATROPHA

This genus of evergreen and deciduous
shrubs, small trees and herbs originates
in warm-temperate and tropical regions
of Asia and the Americas. The plants
have a distinctive milky sap and are
grﬂ“-’]’l pl‘il‘n:ﬂ.l'”}_’ {'IOI' lhe LII"ILISLIZLI, lﬂrg(’h
deeply divided leaves which can have

5 l(.)bes- 'I‘he HO\A-’EI"S ma}’ bC }’EHU\«V.
purple or scarlet, and male and female
flowers are generally borne on separate
plants. Due to their strong scu]ptur‘al
form, some Jatropha species are often
cultivated as part of a collection of suc-
culents —although they are not related.

Cultivation

They do best in full sun, but will tolerate
light shade, and need fertile, humus-rich,
well-drained soil. Propagation is from
seed or cutl‘ing&

Jatropha multifida

Coral plant, Guatemala rhubarb

This shrub from Central America grows
to 6 ft (1.8 m) tall. Its large leaves, up to
12 in (30 cm) wide, are deeply incised,
\’\'ith as l-l'l;:l.]'l‘\'b as IQ narrow }ObES.
Clusters of red flowers are borne on
long, thin stalks high above the foliage.
It likes a sheltered position; it tends to
shed leaves as a response to either
dryness or cold. All parts of the plant are
highly poisonous. ZONES 10-12.

JUSTICIA

syns Adhotods, Beloperone, Drejerello, Jacobinio, Libonio

This genus of about 420 species of
shrubs and evergreen perennials is fou nd
in subtropical and tropical areas of the
world, especially the Americas. They are
widely grown in gardens in most warm
areas. The leaves are simple and in
opposite pairs, and the tubular lowers,
in shades of cream, yellow, pink, orange
or red, are mostly held in upright

terminal spikes or clusters.
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lusticia comea

Cultivation

They prefer well-drained soils in full sun
or bright filtered light. They require
shelter from the wind as many species
have somewhat brittle stems. Plants can
be kept neat and bushy by pinching out
the growing tips. They are easily
propagated from cuttings of non-
flowering shoots.

Justicia carnea

syns Jocobinia carnea, /. pohliona

Brazilian plume

This handsome, evergreen shrub bears
dense, erect spikes of white, pink or



Justicio spicigera

rose-purple lowers. It grows to a height
of 5 [t (1.5 m) with a spread of 30 in
(75 cm), and has pointed, veined, deep
green leaves. Potted specimens need to
be watered freely in full growth, less so
at other times. Prune back hard to
encourage branching. Caterpillars and
snails can be a pl‘obiem. ZONES 10-12.

Justicia spicigera

syn. Justicio ghiesbreghtiana

Mohintli

Found from Mexico to Central America,
Justicia apietgera is an erect, bushy shrub
growing to 6 ft (1.8 m) tall. The mid-
green leaves are oval and deeply veined.
Loose, few-flowered terminal clusters of
Ul‘i‘lnge to I'Ed tubulﬂl‘ ”0\’\-’31‘5. i‘lbuut

12 in (35 mm) long, are produced in
succession. ZONES 10-12.

LANTANA

This genus of the verbena family consists
of around 150 species of evergreen
shrubs and cany stemmed perennials,
native to warmer parts of the Americas
except for a few in southern Africa.
Several species are notorious weeds of
tropical and subtropical regions, most
notably Lantana camara. The plants have
rough, slightly prickly stems with oval
leaves in opposite pairs, their surfaces

Lantana camara

harsh and closely veined. Very small,
trumpet-shaped flowers in compact
button-like heads open progressively
from the center of each head, their color
changing in the older flowers towards
the perimeter. Tiny fruits like blackberry
drupelets may follow. In warm-climate
gardens they are grown as outdoor
shrubs or ground covers.

Cultivation

These plants preler [ertile, well-drained
soil and full sun. Plants in containers
should be top-dressed annually and
watered well when in full growth, less at
other times. Tip prune young growth to
promote a bushy habit and propagate
from cuttings or from seed. The plants
are generaﬂ._\_f little alfected bu\r pests,

but check regularly for white fly and
spider mite.

Lantana camara

Common lantana, shrub verbena

This plant is reviled in warmer, wetter
parts of the world for its rampant invasion
of forests and pastures and poisoning of’
cattle, but valued as an ornamental es-
pecially in cooler or drier regions. Much
of this split personality is accounted for
by its great variability. At least 25 weedy
strains have been identitied in Australia,
only a few of which were introduced as

Lontana montevidensis

ornamentals; many of the ornamental
cultivars show no signs of becoming
weedy. The weedy forms produce long
scrambling canes and can mound up to
20 ft (6 m) even without trees to climb
over, but garden forms are mostly
rounded or spreading shrubs 2-6 [t
(0.6-1.8 m) high. The tiny Howers typi-
cally open cream, yellow or yellow-red
and age to pink, red, orange or white,
the heads appearing in a long succession.
There are many cultivars ranging in
color from the golden orange and red of
‘Radiation’ and the yellow of ‘Drap d'Or’
to the white blooms of ‘Snowflake’.
‘Chelsea Gem' is one of the oldest, an
excellent compact shrub with profuse
orange and red flowerheads —it makes
an attractive standard. ZONES 9-12.

Lantana montevidensis

syn. Lantana sellowiong

Trailing lantana

The slender, weak stems of this trailing
species mound up into a dense mass
making it a wonderful plant for a ground
cover or low hedge. It grows 18-36 in
(45-90 ¢m) tall and 6 ft (1.8 m) wide or
often more, with small, neat, closely
veined dark green leaves. Throughout
the year it bears bright mauve-pink
flowerheads, each with a yellow eye.

Malpighio coccigera

A white-flowered cultivar has recently
appeared and can make an attractive
combination planted with the pink.
ZONES 9-11.

MALPIGHIA

Several of the 45 species of this genus of
hot-climate evergreen trees and shrubs
are grown for their delicate Hlowers and
attractive foliage. Originating in the
West Indies and Central and South
America, they have distinctive flowers —
pink, rose or red, with 5 slender-stalked
petals —which are followed by edible
berries in shades of orange, red or
purple. The leaves are leathery and are
usually toothed.

Cultivation

These plants need regular feeding and
watering, and do best in an open, sunny
position in well-drained, moderately rich,
moist soil. If desired, prune to maintain a
dense habit. Propagate from seed or
cuttings.

Malpighia coccigera

Barbados holly, Singapore holly

This beautiful little shrub from the West
Indies grows slowly to a height and
spread of 30 in (75 cm). It has small,
shiny, holly-like leaves and neat, pale
pink flowers with fringed petals and
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golden stamens appear crowded along
the branches. These are followed by the
l‘ed berries- It lTlill{BS an C‘.XCCHEI‘II'
miniature clipped hedge. ZONES 10-12.

MEGASKEPASMA

Brazilian red cloak, megas

Originally from Venezuela, the single
species in this genus is a hot-climate,
spreading shrub grown for its display of
red flowers. It can reach 10 ft (3 m) in
height and has simple, entire leaves.

Cultivation

Plant this shrub in sun or part-shade and
light, moist, well-drained soil rich in
organic matter. It benefits from regular
watering and fertilizing. Protect from
snails. Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Megaskepasma erythrochlamys

The mid-green, oval leaves of this
evergreen shrub are up to 12 in (30 cm)
long, with prominent veining. It forms
spreading clumps, and the erect stems
bear spikes of deep red flowers; these
are up to 12 in (30 cm) long and are held
above the foliage. ZONES 10-12.

Megaskepasma erythrochlamys

MURRAYA

Allied to Citru, this small genus of
evergreen trees and shrubs comes [rom
India and Southeast Asia. They have
aromatic foliage and attractive creamy
white flowers, which resemble those of
their relative the orange and are often
strongly scented. The fruits are small,
oval berries. They were named after
John Andrew Murray, a pupil of

Linnaeus.

Cultivation

Species of Jlurraya flourish in full sun or
part-shade and humus-rich, moist but
well-drained soil. Early pruning ensures
a shrub thickly branched from the
ground up; clipping after the late
flowering season will keep their shape.
Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Murraya koenigii

Curry leaf tree, karapincha

The leaves of this species are used in
curries and other spicy dishes. From the
Indian subcontinent, this aromatic shrub
grows to about 10 ft (3 m). Loose sprays
of small, fragrant, creamy white flowers

Murraya koenigii

stand out against the fresh green foliage
and are followed by small black fruit.
ZONES 10-12.

Murraya paniculata

syn. Murraya exofica

Orange jessamine, mock orange

Widely distributed in tropical Asia, this
compact, rounded bush up to 10 ft (3 m)
tall is densely covered with shiny, dark
green leaflets. The small, creamy white,
perfumed flowers are held in dense
clusters at the branch tips. It flowers
repeatedly. Red berries may appear after
each flowering. ZONES 10-12.

MUSSAENDA

This 1s a genus of about 100 species of
E\-'El'gl'ef_‘n SI’H'UbS. SU{‘)SI]I"U I]S and
climbers from tropical Africa, Asia and
the Pacific Islands, widely cultivated
thl‘ollghout th@ tI'UPiCS Zlnd Sletl‘{}piCS
for their year-long display. Their chiefl
feature is not so much the petals of the
Smﬂ“ ]_C‘d or }’C“O\'\-’ HO\'\-'E'I'S ]::l_lt the \\'ﬂ_\"
a single sepal is greatly enlarged into a
kind of bract, which can be white, red or

Murraya paniculata
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pink. The shrubs themselves are
attractive, with bright green leaves, but
tend to become straggly and need
regular trimming to keep them compact
and 3-5 ft (1-1.5 m) tall.

Cultivation

They prefer a sunny or part-shaded
position and fertile, well-drained soil.
Propagate from seed or cuttings. Spider
I‘niI(—.‘ al‘ld \’\'hit’(} [1‘_\' ITln'.l‘}-' b(‘ tI“OlelCSOI‘nE.

Mussaenda ' Aurorae’

syn. Mussaendo phillippica *Aurorae’

This is a shrubby hybrid with evergreen
rounded leaves to 6 in (15 ¢m) long. The
small trumpet-shaped flowers are bright
golden _}’E’IIU\\' SLII'FOUndE‘d IJ‘_\-' Iﬂl'ge \\'Ilite
bracts to 3 in (8 em) long. These flower
clusters can be seen all year round in
warm climates. ZONES 11-12,

Mussaenda erythrophylla

Ashanti blood, red flag bush

Occurring naturally in tropical west and
central Africa, this twining woody shrub
usually climbs to 6 ft (1.8 m) on slender
SlI‘Ung stems. It ]JC('JU'S I('.‘l{'gc, rDUndC‘d,

Mussoendo erythrophylla
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bright green leaves covered with silky
hairs and clustered creamy yellow
flowers with a red-felted middle
accompanied by blood red bracts up to
3in (8 em) long. ZONES 11-12.

Mussaenda philippica

Lady flowers

The name is a botanical convenience,
applied to a group of presumed hybrids.
These have much tighter flower clusters
than usual, so the ‘bracts’ resemble large,
man}’-pcta”ed HOWEI‘S aﬂd are uSu«'.l”}"
pink. Most are named after prominent
ladies. henCC rhc cCommon name.
Cultivars include the bright pink ‘Dona
Imelda’; ‘Dona Luz', which is pink with
red edges; and the pale pink and crimson
‘Queen Sirikit’. They may have been
derived from HMuwaenda erythrophylla and
M. frondosa. ZONES 11-12.

NERIUM

Rose laurel, oleander

This small genus consists of one or two
species of evergreen shrubs native to
northern Africa and southwestern Asia.
They bear brightly colored, funnel-
shaped flowers with 5 broad petals;

Nerium oleander ‘Album’

these are followed by bean-like seed
pods containing plumed seeds. The
leaves are narrow, leathery and lance-
shaped. Nerdum oleander and its cultivars
are those plants most commonly seen in
gardens. All neriums are very poisonous;
all parts of the plant are so very bitter
ihdl cven gﬂﬂ.ts “'III not eat the]‘l‘l.

Cultivation

Plant these shrubs in full sun and in
well-drained soil. If they become over-
grown and leggy, they can be re-
juvenated by severe pruning. They can
be grown in containers. Propagate from
seed or cuttings.

Nerivm oleander

Depending on the cultivar selected,
these plants can grow from 6-12 ft
(1.8-3.56 m) tall. As the species is often
used for hedging, it is wise to keep the
varying growth habits of the cultivars in
mind if a uniform appearance is wanted.
The blooms can be single or double, and
some cultivars have variegated foliage.
Some popular cultivars include: 'Album’,
with single, white flowers and a cream
center; ‘Little Red’, with single red
flowers; ‘Luteum Plenum’, with creamy
yellow double flowers; ‘Mrs Fred
Roeding’, with salmon-pink double
blooms and a relatively small growth
habit; 'Petite Pink’, with single pale

pink flowers and growing only 3-6 ft
(1-1.8 m) tall; ‘Punctatum’, a vigorous
plant with single, pale pink blooms;
‘Splendens Variegatum’, with pink double
flowers and variegated gold-green foliage
borne at the expense of the profuse
flowering habit of its parent ‘Splendens’;
‘Algiers’, with its flowers of the darkest
red; and ‘'Madonna Grandiflora’, which
has white double flowers. ‘Casablanca’
(syn. ‘Monica’) has single, very pale
pink, almost white flowers. ZONES 9-11.

OCHNA

The 90 or so species of this genus of
evergreen and deciduous trees and
Shl‘LIbS occur -\'V”d in erpical ('.!.Dd
subtropical regions of Africa and Asia.
The leaves are mostly finely toothed and
may be shed briefly, the new growth
flush being translucent bronze. Flowers
are mostly yellow, like small hypericums
but in tight clusters. Fruits consist of an
enlarged red calyx and receptacle with
several green to black drupelets, each
containing one seed.

Cultivation

Grow in full sun in any fertile, moist but
well-drained soil. Prune regularly.
Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Ochna serrvlata
Carnival bush, Mickey Mouse plant
A native of southern Africa, this shrub

can grow up to 8 ft (2.4 m) with a rather

open habit and has narrow, glossy mid-
green leaves. The flowers are butter
vellow and are followed by red and
black fruit; these are eaten by birds
which distribute the seed widely causing
the plant to become a pest in warm
climates. ZONES 9-11.

PENTAS

This genus of around 40 species of
biennials, perennials and subshrubs is
found in tropical parts of Arabia and
Alfrica. They have bright green, lance-
shaped, 3-8 in (8-20 cm) long leaves,
sometimes coated with a fine down or
tiny hairs. The small, starry, long-tubed
flowers are massed in flat-topped heads
and appear thl‘oughout the warmer
months. They are usually bright pinl,
but also occur in red and purple shades,
as well as white.

Cultivation

Pentas are easily grown as house plants;
the new dwarf strains can be treated as

Mussoendo philippica

Ochna serrulota



Philodendron bipinnatifidum

bedding or pot annuals. Plant in moist,
well-drained soil in full sun or part-
shade and pinch back regularly to
maintain a compact habit and to en-
courage bloom. Deadhead as required
and trim lightly. Water well when in full
growth. Propagate from seed or from
softwood cuttings. Watch for aphids and
red spider mites.

Pentas lanceolata

syn. Penias comen

Egyptian star, star cluster

This erect, straggling shrub grows to a
height of 2-3 ft (0.6-1 m) with a slightly
wider spread. It is grown for its clusters
of tubular, red, pink, lilac or white
Howers, set among bright green, hairy
leaves. ZONES 10-12.

PHILODENDRON

Many of the species belonging to this -
genus are climbers, and detailed
information on the genus is given in the
Climbers & Creepers chapter. However,
Phelodendron bipinnatifidum is treated here
as a shrub.

Philodendron bipinnatifidum

syn. Philodendron selloum

Tree philodendron

This upright, robust species [rom Brazil
grows to 10 ft (3 m) tall. It is noted for
its shiny, oval, deep green leaves, 15-24 in
(38-60 c¢m) long and many-lobed; in
some hybrids, the leaves can be up to

3 times as large. The flowers are white
or greenish. This species is variable in
leaf outline; the common form with
irregular lobing is sometimes known
under the synonym. Other cultivars and
hybrids include some of the most specta-
cular of all foliage plants. ZONES 10-12,

PLUMBAGO

Leadwort

This genus of 10 to 15 species of
annuals, perennials, evergreen shrubs
and scrambling climbers and semi-
climbers is found in warm-temperate to
tropical regions. The blue, white or red
Hlowers have 5 petals narrowing to a
long slender tube and are massed on
short stems near the tips of the arching
branches. The leaves are arranged
alternately.

Cultivation

Plumbagos require well-drained soil,
perhaps enriched with a little organic
matter. Established plants are tolerant of
dry conditions, but soil should be kept
moist for a good flowering display. Prune
to tidy their vigorous stems and remove
old wood to encourage new growth and
the next crop of flowers. Propagate from
tip or semi-hardwood cuttings.

Plumbago indica

syn. Plumbaga rosea

Scarlet leadwort

This species from India is a first-rate pot
plant for a lightly shaded spot. Its
flowers are a beautiful deep glowing
pink. ZONES 10-12.

RHODODENDRON

syn. Azale

The rhododendrons are a spectacular
genus of around 800 evergreen semi-
deciduous and deciduous shrubs and
trees. They are woody stemmed plants
grown mainly for their massed display of
flowers, which vary greatly in size from
tiny thimbles to 8 in (20 cm) trumpets.
As far as gardeners are concerned there
are 3 main categories of rhododendrons,

Rhododendron aurigeranum
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namely: azaleas (deciduous and
evergreen); tropical or Vireya
rhododendrons; and the temperate
climate plants we might call ‘true’
rhododendrons, which includes the small
alpine or arctic rhododendrons.

Cultivation

A compact root ball and no tap roots
make rhododendrons ideal for container
cultivation and easy to transplant. They
need loose, open, well-aerated, acidic soil
with plenty of humus to retain moisture.
They thrive with regular mulching. In
wet areas or gardens with alkaline soil it
is best to plant in raised beds filled with
specially blended compost. Vireya
rhododendrons are superb plants for
tropical or subtropical gardens.
Rhododendrons are propagated from
seed or cuttings or by layering.

Rhododendron aurigeranum

Native to New Guinea and found in
forest clearings, rocky areas or grassy
slopes at moderate altitudes, this Vireya
rhododendron grows to 8 ft (2.4 m) tall
with orange to orange-yellow funnel-
shaped flowers. It is popular with
hybridizers of modern Vireya cultivars.
ZONES 10-12.

Plumbago indica




Rhadodendron brookeanum

Rhododendron jasminiflorum

Rhododendron brookeanum
Native to Malaysi

low altitudes it is found as an epiphyte
on mangroves and other trees, and
terrestrially on sandstone rocks at up to
4,660 ft (1,400 m). It reaches 6-15 ft
(1.8-4.5 m) tall with fragrant funnel-
shaped flowers that are orange, orange-
pink or ath white to golden yellow
centers. ‘Titan' has llowers fading to
light pink. ZONES 10-12.

Rhododendron jasminiflorum
Native to the Malay Peninsula, this Vireya

species can grow to § ft (2.4 m) tall. It has
al =

in (6 cm) long, bright green le: n

whorls of 3 to 5. Throughout the year it

Rhododendron javanicum

produ 5- to 8-flowered trusses of
| in (3.5-5 em) long, scented,
tubular white lowers. ZONES 10-12.

Rhododendron javanicum

This 6-12 ft (1.8-3.5 m) tall epiphytic or
terrestrial Vireya native to Malaysia and
Indonesia has oval leaves up to 8 in

(20 cm) long. The often fragrant, lal'gu_
lobed, funnel-shape vers in loose
trusses are 172 in (35 mm) long and wide
and are orange to orange-pink or red with
cream or yellow centers. ZONES 10-12.

Rhododendron laetum
From New Guinea, this Vireya is 5 [t
(1.5 m) tall with 3 in (8 cm) long

elliptical leaves. Its Howers are wide

Rhododendron loetum
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Rhododendron zoelleri

open, funnel-shaped and 2% in (6 cm)
long, usually deep yellow, sometimes
suffused pink, orange or red and
occasionally scented. ZONES 10-12.

Rhododendron zoelleri

Usually seen as a 4-6 ft (1.2-1.8 m) tall
shrub, this Vireya from Indonesia, New
Guinea and the Moluccas can reach 20 ft
(6 m) tall. Its trumpet-shaped flowers
are particularly bright shades of yellow
and orange with orange-red lobes. It is
popular with hybridizers for its vivid
color. ZONES 10-12.

RUSSELIA

Consisting of around 50 speéies of
evergreen and deciduous subshrubs
and shrubs, this genus ranges from
Mexico and Cuba to Colombia. The
handsome plants produce showy,
narrow, tubular flowers, which come

in red, pink or white. The scale-like

leaves appear on pendent stems.

Cultivation

They prefer full sun and humus-rich,
light, well-drained soil. Propagate from
cuttings or by dividing rooted layers.

Russelia equisetiformis

syn. Russelia juncea

Coral plant, coral fountain

This erect, slender subshrub with wiry,
near-leafless green stems is from Mexico.
It is grown for the clusters of red flowers
it bears all year, set among tiny, green
leaves. Fast growing, it is well suited to
spilling over a wall, or as a seaside speci-
men. It grows to a height and spread of
just under 3 ft (1 m). ZONES 9-12.

SANCHEZIA

Native to Central and South America,

Sanchezta is a genus of some 20 species of

Sanchezio speciosn

Russelin equisafiformis

large, bushy perennials, shrubs and
scrambling climbers. They bear eye-
catching spikes of tubular, showy, yellow,
orange, red or purple flowers, each with
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5 lobes and often colored bracts, and
have opposite pairs of simple leaves.

Cultivation

Plant in full sun in fertile, well-drained
soil. Tip prune young plants to encour-
age a branching habit. Propagate from
cuttings. Watch for attack by scale insects.

Sanchezia speciosa

syn. Sanchezia nobilis

This species has multicolored flowers
with yellow petals, bright red bracts and
purple stems. An erect, evergreen shrub,
it has glossy leaves with white or yellow
veins. ZONES 10-12.

SCHEFFLERA

Many of the species belonging to this
genus are trees, and detailed information
on the genus is given in the Trees
chapter. However, Schefflera arboricola

is treated here as a shrub.



Schefflera arboricolo 'Somoa Snow’

Scheffiera arboricoln

Schefflera arboricola
Hawaiian elf schefflera
Endemic to Taiwan, this smaller version
vefflera actinophylla makes a shrub
6-15 ft (1.8-4.5 m) tall with a similar
spread. It produces many branches near
the ground and can be pruned to a
rounded shape, making it a popular pot
plant for indoors and out. The leaves
consist of 5 to 10 leaflets radiating from
the leaf stalk; each is shiny green and up
to 6 in (15 cm) long. Greenish yellow
flowers in sprays appear near the branch
tips, followed by orange fruit that ripen
to purple. ‘Renate’ has variegated leaves,
as does ‘Samoa Snow’. ZONES 10-12.

SOLANUM
Many of the species belonging to this
genus are climbers, and detailed

information is given in the Climbers &
Creepers chapter. However, Solanum
mauridtanum is treated here as a shrub.

Solanum mauritianum

This shrub originates in Argentina. It
grows up to 15 ft (4.5 m) and has g
green hairy branches and oval leaves up
to 12 in (30 cm) long that are softly

hairy. The flowers are blue, and the fruit
are hairy vellow balls to % in (12 mm)
long in clusters. ZONES 10-12.

TABERNAEMONTANA

Widespread throughout tropical and
Subtropical regions, this genus consists
of around 100 species of evergreen
shrubs and small trees. Some resemble
gardenias in both leal and flower but
differ in having milky sap. The leaves

Solonum mouritianum
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are deep green and roughly oval; the
funnel-shaped Howers are usually white.
They are often used as informal hedging.
Cultivation

They grow best in humus-rich, moist,
well-drained soil, in a sheltered position
in sun or dappled shade. Water well all
year round. Propagate the species from
seed and the cultivars from cuttings.

Tabernaemontana divaricata

syns Ervatamio divaricta, . coronaria

Crepe jusmine, crepe gardenia

Occurring naturally from northern India
to China's Yunnan province and north-

ern Thailand, this twiggy, heavily foliaged
shrub grows to about 6 ft (1.8 m) hig]‘l.
It has leathery leaves up to 4 in (10 cm)
long. White tubular flowers in terminal

clusters open throughout the year; their
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scent is strongest in the evening. 'Flore
Pleno’ is a double-flowered cultivar and
is much more widely grown than the
species. These beautiful shrubs are
excellent container plants and can be
lightly trimmed to shape. ZONES 11-12.

TECOMA

syn. Stenolobivm

This genus of mainly evergreen shrubs
and small trees consists of around

12 species native to Central and South
America, and closely related to Tecomaria
and Tabebuia —in fact a recent botanical
revision includes the African tecomarias
in an expanded Zécoma. They bear
clusters of showy yellow to orange,

tubular to trumpet-shaped flowers. Their

leaves can be simple or compound with
an odd number of leaflets. The fruits are
smooth, bean-like capsules.

Cultivation

Tecoma species thrive in full sun with
shelter from strong winds, and need
adequate soil moisture. Propagate from

seed or cuttings. Look out for spider mite.

Tecoma stans

syns Bignania stans, Stenolobium stons

Yellow bells, yellow trumpet flower, yellow elder
This evergreen shrub or small tree

reaches a height of 1520 ft (4.5-6 m),

Tecoma sfans

but can be pruned heavily after
flowering to keep it compact. The leaves
are composed of 5 or 7 leaflets, each
2'%-3 in (6-8 cm) long with dccpl‘\-'
serrated edges. This species features
bright yellow, trumpet-shaped flowers,
2 in (6 cm) long, an‘anged In sprays at
the branch tips. It has a long flowering
season. The fruit is a capsule about 8 in
(20 cm) long, ripening to chocolate
brown. ZONES 10-12.

TECOMARIA

A single, variable species of semi-
climbing evergreen shrub constitutes this
genus, native to southern and eastern
Africa. Some botanists now merge it
with the American Zecoma. It has showy
trumpet-shaped flowers in shades of
yellow, orange or scarlet, which appear
in clusters at the ends of shoots. The
pinnate leaves are arranged opposite
each other or in whorls of 3, and have an
odd number of leaflets. The fruits are
oblong, narrow capsules.

Cultivation

These plants grow best in full sun in a
position where they are protected from
wind; they should be provided with
some form of support. Thin out crowded
stems as necessary. The soil should be
well-drained with added organic matter.

Tecomaria copensis

They need to be watered regularly.
Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Tecomaria capensis

Cape honeysuckle

syn. Tecoma capensis

The Cape honeysuckle is a scrambling
shrub able to climb to a height of

15-25 ft (4.5-8 m). The branches are
slender and sprawling, forming roots
where they touch the ground. The glossy
green leaves are 6 in (15 cm) long,
divided into 5 to 9 rounded to oval
leaflets with serrated edges. Orange-red
to scarlet, curved flowers, each 2 in

(5 cm) long are borne in short spikes.
‘Aurea’ has yellow Hlowers. ZONES 10-12.

THUNBERGIA

Many of the species belonging to this
genus are climbers, and detailed
information on the genus is given in the
Climbers & Creepers chapter. However,
the ones included here can be treated as
shrubs.

Thunbergia natalensis

This very attractive species from South
Africa is not a climber but a soft-wooded
shrub that reaches 3 ft (1 m) in height. It
bears soft blue flowers. Subtropical and
warm-temperate climates suit it best,
ZONES 10-11.

Thunbergia togoensis

This semi-climbing African shrub
produces hairy buds. They open into
dark blue Hlowers with yellow centers.
ZONES 10-12,

TIBOUCHINA

Lasiandra, glory bush

There are more than 300 species in this
genus ol evergreen perennials, shrubs,
small trees and scrambling climbers from
South America. The flowers are large
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and vivid, commonly purple, pink or
white, with 5 satiny petals. They are
borne either singly or in clusters at the
shoot tips, and sometimes the whole
plant is smothered with blooms over
several months. The flower buds are
rounded and fat, while the leaves are
simple and hairy, deeply marked
with 3 to 7 veins. New growth is
often a contrasting reddish bronze,
and stems are square; the fruits are
capsules,

Cultivation

They prefer full sun and do best in light
soil with added organic matter and a

Thunbergia togoensis




Tibouching heteromalio

Tihouching dovata

slightly acidic to neutral pH. Keep plants
moist during the growing season. Prune
after flowering. They have brittle stems
and need shelter from wind. Propagate
from cuttings.

Tibouchina clavata

This rather straggling species, native to
Brazil, grows to 8 ft (2.4 m) tall. It bears
attractive lilac or white flowers. The
blooms are not very large, but are gath-
ered in elegant open clusters. ZONES 10-12.

Tibouchina heteromalla

This evergreen spreading shrub grows to
a height of 3 [t (1 m) with a spread of

4 ft (1.2 m). The erect stems rise directly
from the base; the 46 in (10-15 cm)
long leaves are velvety and whitish green
on the underside. Five-petalled, violet-
petalled flowers are produced in terminal
panicles which may be up to 8 in

(20 cm) long and 2-3 in (5-8 cm) in
diameter. ZONES 10-12,

Tibouchina lepidota

Native to Ecuador and Colombia, this
lealy shrub usually has a short trunk to
12 [t (3.5 m) high. However, it can
become tree-like, growing to 40 ft

Tibouchina lepidota

(12 m) tall with a neat round canopy.
The leaves are dark green and shiny,
oblong to lance-shaped, with 5 main
veins and 2 outer minor ones; they are
paler and hairy underneath. Its violet to
purp|e Howers are borne in clusters: the
flower buds are enclosed by pink silky
bracts and the stems have reddish hairs.
‘Alstonville’ has particularly vibrant
flowers. ZONES 10-12.

WIGANDIA

These 5 species of striking, evergreen
shrubs from Central and South America
have huge, oval to heart-shaped,
scalloped, deep green leaves with white,
often stinging hairs beneath. The leaves
are 18 in (45 cm) long and the bushes
grow to 10 ft (3 m) or more tall,
although they can be pruned. Violet-blue
flowers appear in large terminal panicles
of one-sided spikes. Wigandia caracasana
from Venezuela is probably the best
known of the 5 species.
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Wigandia coracosono

Cultivation

Plant in moist but well-drained soil in
full light. They can be grown in pots and
need abundant water during the growth
period, moderate amounts at other times.
Propagate from seed or cuttings.
Sometimes white fly can be a problem.

Wigandia caracasana

syn. Wigandia urens vor, caracasang

Native to Mexico and South America,
Wigandia caracasana is a variable species
of erect evergreen shrub that grows to
10 ft (3 m) or even more. It has leaves
which are very large, up to 18 in (45 cm)
long, oval and wavy edged and deep
green above with a hairy white
underside. The hairs can be sticky and
sometimes mixed with longer stinging
hairs. The flowers are violet to purple, in
large terminal clusters. This species is
often grown for its ‘jungle effect’ on a
garden. It can grow in full light in a
protected situation. ZONES 10-12.
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ACACIA

Wattle

This large genus contains over 1,200
SpECiES DE trees and Shrubs, some ClE:CiClLl-
ous but mostly evergreen. Over 700 are
indigenous to Australia. They are also
common in tropical and subtropical
Africa. Acacias have either bipinnate
leaves or t]’lEil‘ Ieﬂ\'es are rCPIﬂCCd l_)‘y
flattened leaf stalks, known as phyllodes,
which perform the function of photosyn-
thesis. The tiny flowers, deep golden
yellow to cream or white, and crowded
into globular heads or cylindrical spikes,
are Ol:‘ten i"ragl‘ant a.nd PI"DCIUCE
abundant, bee-attracting pollen. Fruit
are either round or flattened pods.

Cultivation

The hard-coated seeds remain viable for
up to 30 years. They should be treated
by heating and soaking for germination.
Some need fire to germinate. In culti-
vation many species are fast-growing but
short-lived (10 to 15 years). They do
best in full sun and well-drained soil.
Some will take part-shade.

Acacia auriculiformis

Ear pod wattle

Native to far northern Australia and
New Guinea, this tree grows to 30 fi

Acacia ouriculiformis

(9 m) or more and has a broadly
spreading crown. Its sickle-shaped
phy”odes are 4-6 in (10-15 cm) long.
Rods of dull golden Hlowers, 3 in (8 cm)
long. are FD“D\VCd b‘)’ l'\'\’isl‘(:d VV(JOC]y
pods. It prefers an open sunny position.
Exceptionally fast-growing (ihough
short-lived), it can drop most of its
leaves in the dry season; [allen leaves
and pods may thickly cover paths and
lawns. ZONES 10-12.

Acacia mangivm

From the tropical rainforests of far north
Queensland, Australia, this acacia is a
fine ornamental tree, notable for the size
of its large, conspicuously veined
phyllodes, up to 12 in (30 cm) long and
4in (10 em) wide. Planted in a sunny
position, it makes a medium-sized tree
with a straight trunk and dense
pyramidal crown. Closer planting
PdeUCCS a tall‘ Stl“ﬂigl‘lt tree, reat‘hing
80—100 ft (25—-30 m). The cream flowers
are not very showy. The pods are long
and tanglcd l'ugt:l‘her. ZONES 11-12.

AMHERSTIA

Pride of Burma

The one species in this genus,
considered among the most beautiful of
all flowering trees, was named in honor
of Lady Sarah Amherst, an early
nineteenth-century botanist and
collector whose husband became
Viceroy of India. In its native Burma
handfuls of Amberstia flowers are offered
at Buddhist shrines.

Cultivation

A tropical tree, it is not common due to
difficulties in propagation. Seed is almost
impossible to obtain and cuttings are very
difficult to strike, so layering of branches
using pots raised on stands is usually the
only way. Amberstia likes a very sheltered
position, even pari-shaded by larger trees.

Ambherstia nobilis

This spreading tree grows to 40 ft

(13 m), with large bipinnate leaves up to
3 ft (1 m) long. Briefly deciduous in the
dry season, the drooping leaflets have
whitish undersides; new leaves are cop-
pery pink. In the wet tropics, through
much of the year, it bears sprays of
orchid-like lowers 4 in (10 cm) across
with spreading crimson petals, the upper
ones gold-tipped. ZONE 12.

BARRINGTONIA

This is a large genus of evergreen or
dry-season deciduous trees with species
scattered throughout the tropics, from
Alrica to northern Australia and the
Pacific Islands. Their branches have a
distinetive habit of repeatedly forking in
a candelabra-like fashion, terminating in
rosettes of paddle-shaped leaves. The
striking flowers appear on usually
pendulous spikes from the branch tips,
with short pelafs and numerous Iong
stamens, In many countries barring-
tonias are used as [ish poisons: the bark,
leaves or [ruits are pounded or grated
and then thrown in the water to stupefy
the fish.

Cultivation

They do best on sites with permanent
subsoil moisture. Propagate from the
large seeds which may take several
months to germinate.

Barringtonia asiatic

syn. Baringtonio specioso

Fish-killer free

[Jelrge brown seeds that are cgg—shaped
in outline but square in cross-section and
with sharp angles are washed up on
beaches all around the Pacilic and
Indian oceans. They are the fruit of this
evergreen tree, which grows in coastal
arcas of tropical Asia, the Malay
Archipelago and northern Australia. The
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buoyant seeds enable its dispersal
across short ocean gaps. It normally
grows to a height of about 20 ft (6 m)
with multiple trunks and a vase-shaped
crown. The leaves are dark green and
glOSS‘)’ ﬁnd thC lzll"gc ['10\-’\'3]'5. appeal‘ing
at the end of the dry season, are red and
white. ZONE 12.

BAUHINIA

This is a variable genus of legumes,
consisting of some 250 species of

Barringtonia asiotica

Amherstia nobilis




Bauhinia > blokeong

evergreen and dry-season-deciduous
trees, shrubs and climbers, occurring in
most tropical and subtropical regions of
the world. Some botanists take a
narrower view of the genus, splitl{ng off
about two-thirds of the species into other
genera. All have characteristic 2-lobed
leaves, but they are grown for their
beautiful perfumed flowers whose
likeness to orchids or butterflies has
given rise to the common names of
several species. The flattened brown
seed pods that follow often persist on the
branches for months.

Cultivation

Bauhinias like full sun and light, fertile,
well-drained soil. Pruning is not usually
necessary, but vigorous growth may be
thinned out after flowering. Propagate
from seed.

Bavhinia < blakeana

Hong Kong orchid tree

Baubinia X blakeana is a presumed
hybrid between B. varicgata and the
rather similar B. purpurea. 1t was first
found in China in 1908, and was later
adopted as Hong Kong’s floral emblem.
It resembles the more widely grown

B. variegata but makes a taller, more
densely foliaged and evergreen tree, with
broader leaves. The slightly fragrant

Bauhinio monandra

flowers, up to 6 in (15 cm) across on a
healthy specimen, are a purplish red
except for darker streaks on the inner
petals, and are borne in shorter sprays
than on B. variegata. It sets few seed
pods. ZONES 10-12.

Bauhinia monandra

A rank-growing tropical species from the
West Indies and northern South America,
this species makes a multi-stemmed small
tree to 20 ft (6 m) high. It has spreading
branches and coarse foliage, with large
pale green leaves. At the end of the dry
season and well into the wet it produces
a succession of flowers at the branch
ends, with the large petals opening cream
but ageing to flesh pink with a dramatic
red splash on the upper petals. They are
unusual in having only a single stamen.
ZONES 11-12.

BRACHYCHITON

This genus is made up of around 30
species of warm-climate, evergreen or
dry-season deciduous trees and shrubs,
all Australian except one or two found in
New Guinea. Some brachychitons have
spectacular flowers, which are bell-
shaped. The leaves are diverse in shape
but are commonly lobed, though lobing
tends to disappear on adult trees. The

S

Brachychiton discolor

fruits consist of 5 stalked, boat-shaped
carpels, rather woody when mature and
splitting to release nut-like seeds that are
edible but are surrounded by irritant hairs.
Cultivation

Noted for their drought-resistant
qualities, brachychitons require light,
well-drained soil, preferably acidic. They
pl‘cl:er a sheltered position with proted'ion
from salty winds. Propagate from fresh
seed or by grafting for selected clones.

Brachychiton discolor

Lacebark kurrajong

A massive tree, to 80 ft (24 m) or more
in its native rainforest, the lacebark
kurrajong is smaller when seen in parks
and gardens, though retaining its
distinctive form. Its thick trunk has
greenish bark and supports a dense
canopy ol large, maple-like leaves, dark
green above and silvery beneath. It bears
clusters of deep pink, velvety, bell-
shaped flowers. ZONES 10-12.

CAESALPINIA

Caesalpinia is a diverse genus of legumes
found in the warmer regions of the world
and includes 70 or so species of trees,
shrubs and scrambling climbers, the latter
often very thorny. Most are evergreen,
but some lose leaves in the tropical dry

(aesalpinia ferren

season. Some shrub species from the
Americas have been distinguished in the
past as the genus Poinciana (not to be
confused with the ‘poinciana’ tree, now
Delonix). The leaves of all Caesalpinias
are bipinnate, some very large with
numerous leallets; the flowers are in
spikes from the upper leaf axils and may
be quite showy, mostly in shades of red,
vellow or cream, with separate petals
and often conspicuous stamens. The
seeds are in typical leguminous pods.
Cultivation

Most species appreciate a sheltered sunny
spot and deep, sandy soil. Propagation is
from seed, which may need abrading and
hot-water soaking to aid germination.

Cuesalpinia ferrea

Leopard free, Brazilion ironwood

A long-lived tree of up to 40 ft (12 m)
high, native to eastern Brazil, this
species is grown for its elegantly
sinuous limbs, their smooth cream bark
dapplt‘.c] \Vil’h gl“a_\’-grecrl. Tl'lf_' lunbl‘ﬂlli‘l'
Shilped crown COnSiS[S 0[‘ IIET'I"IL\-’. un-
armed, deep green leaves; it bears short,
erect spikes of yellow flowers. Fast
growing, the leopard tree is often
Ul'ltidi]‘\" l‘Jl‘ﬂnCth \-\'hen _\"DU ['Ig ﬂnd
should be trained to a single trunk at
the base. ZONES 10-12.
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CANANGA

This genus consists of 2 fast-growing
evergreen tree species from tropical
Southeast Asia, the Pacific Islands and
the north of Australia. They are prized
for their 6-petalled, wonderfully fragrant
flowers borne in pendent clusters. A
perfumery oil is distilled from the flowers.

Cultivation

Like their relatives the custard apple and
soursop, they are easily cultivated in a
sheltered, shaded position in tropical and
warmer subtropical areas. They prefer a
moist, humus-rich soil. Propagation is
from seed or cuttings.

Cananga odorata

Ylang ylang

This handsome tropical tree reaching

80 ft (24 m) in the wild has pendulous,
rather brittle branches and large, glossy
green leaves. The flowers, with their
long, twisted, drooping, greenish yellow
petals and extraordinarily heavy perfume,

Canango odoratn

appear in thick clusters at the leal axils,
and are followed by small greenish fruit.
The ylang ylang (its Malay name) is
widely cultivated in Hawaii for the
perfume industry. ZONES 11-12.

CASSIA

This genus, as now understood, consists
of over 100 species of shrubs and trees
from tropical and subtropical regions
around the world. (Previously, Causia
was interpreted in a much broader sense,
including a very large number of shrubs,
Slna” trees ﬂnd hel'bﬂ.ccous plar‘ll’S now
separated as the genus Senna.) Some are
evergreen, some deciduous. Most have
ferny, pinnate leaves and clusters of
simple, bright golden yellow flowers
with prominent stamens, often borne for
a long period; these are followed by bean-
Iikc Sced pO(IS \'\hlch dare O“eﬁ \"(.‘.1:‘\,’ la.]'ge.

Cultivation

Cassias grow under a wide range of
conditions, but most prefer well-drained
soil and a sunny position. Propagation is
from pre-soaked seed or cuttings.

Cassia fistula

Indian laburnum, golden shower tree, pudding pipe
tree, monkey-pod tree

Native to tropical Asia, this widely
cultivated species is a deciduous to semi-
E\’ergrecn tree lhat can grow to (.‘lround
60 ft (18 m) high though often only half
that height or less in cultivation. It has
pinnate leaves made up of 3 to 8 pairs of
large leaflets. It produces large, drooping
clusters of fragrant, bright yellow
flowers. ZONES 10-12.

Cassia jovanica

Apple blossom tree

This deciduous tree is native to Southeast
Asia, where it may reach a height of 80 ft
(24 m). Cultivated specimens are usually

Cassia javanica

half that height, with a broad, flat-topped
crown. Cassta javanica has long, pinnate
leaves made up of very long, narrow
leaflets covered in fine down when
young. The showy flowers are carried in
large clusters and range [rom pale pink
to red. ZONES 11-12.

CASUARINA

She-oak, Australian pine

This genus consists of 6 species of wide
distribution in Australia, and about as
many again in islands to the north. Many

Cosuaring equisetifolio

other species previously placed here are
now classified under Allocasuarina or
Gymunostoma. Despite bearing only
inconspicuous (male and female) Howers,
casuarinas are graceful trees, fast growing,
tolerant of strong winds and adaptable,
often to very dry conditions. Casuarina
wood makes excellent firewood. They
are grown as shade or amenity trees and
are valued by some farmers for the shelter
they provide for stock, while others
maintain that they poison the ground.

Cultivation

Plant in full sun in fertile, moist, well-
drained soil. Water well during the
growing period. Propagate from seed or
cuttings. Pruning is rarely necessary.
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Casuarina equisetifolia

Beach she-oak, horsetail tree

This tree of around 40-60 ft (1218 m)
tall, depending on soil and exposure, has
a short trunk and long, weeping, silvery
gray branchlets. It grows naturally on
beaches and exposed coastal headlands,
being very resistant to salt-laden winds
and tolerant of poor, sandy soil. Re-
putedly one of the best fuelwood trees in
the world, beach she-oak is also used for
boatbuilding, house construction and
furniture-making. It has the widest
natural distribution of any casuarina,
occurring on tropical seashores around
most parts of the Pacific and Indian
oceans. ZONES 10-12.

CECROPIA

Cecropin

These fast-growing trees with large,
umbrella-like leaves are a striking feature
of the Amazonian rainforest. They are
soft wooded, with large, open crowns
that often project above the surrounding
trees. The thick branches are often
hollow, containing a series of chambers
that are inhabited by Ferce ants which
attack intruders on the tree, including
both humans and leafcutter ants that

Cecropia polmata

feed on the foliage. Some Amazonian
Indians made trumpet-like instruments
from the hollow stems. The genus is
widespread in tropical America, including
some species of smaller size and less
striking form.

Cultivation

These trees are easily enough cultivated
in sheltered, sunny positions and deep,
moist soil, but the rampant saplings are
weak and easily damaged. Propagation is
from seed.

Cecropia palmata

Snakewood tree

This species from the West Indies and
northeastern South America is
particularly fast growing; the snakewood
tree makes a tall, lanky tree of up to

50 ft (15 m) with few branches. The
stems have a waxy blue coating and the
leaves are about 24 in (60 cm) across,
deeply segmented into 8 to 10 oblong
lobes with rounded tips. The whole leaf
is colored greenish white on the
underside. ZONES 11-12.

CLUSIA

This is a very large genus of tropical
American evergreen trees and shrubs.
The leaves of Clusia species may be quite
large and are generally smooth and
fleshy or leathery. The flowers, borne
singly or in short sprays at the branch
tips, are often large and showy, with
male flowers more conspicuous than
female ones though both appear on the
same tree. They are cup or bowl shaped,
often with 6 or more overlapping petals,
and a dense, doughnut-shaped ring of
stamens in the center; in females this is
replaced by a broad, domed ovary with
shiny stigmas fused to its surface.
Cultivation

Some species are vigorous trees tolerant

of exposed coastal conditions, and these
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circular, about 8 in (20 c¢m) long, with

.'iClc‘lPl \-’\(‘.‘“ to street or px'.l.!'l( p|antmg n : : 3 : :
pI’UITlII'IEIll’ \\'hlfe or pll‘ll{ltil']. VEeIns; new

tropical cities. All species prefer rich, |
moist but well-drained soil in a sheltered leaves are an attractive translgcent
bronze. It produces erect 8-12 in
(20-30 cm) spikes of small white
llowers, followed by green-spotted,
edible purple fruit. It grows in the
forefront of beach and dune shrubs.
ZONES 11-12,

COCHLOSPERMUM .
The 30-o0dd species of this genus of
shrubs and small trees are scattered

posit‘ion. Propagation is from cuttings
under heat, or by air-layering.

Clusia rosea

Copey, balsam apple

syn. Clusio major

From the Caribbean region, this is one
of the most widely planted species. It
malkes a tree of about 30 ft (9 m) tall
with a bmad].\_-' spl'eading crown of
il‘regui.m‘ shaf}c and rather dense I|'0|Eage. ke
often forked into several trunks from
ground level and sending down aerial
roots, like some figs. The thick, olive-
green leaves are paddle-shaped with
broad, rounded tips. Pale pinkish flowers
2-31in (-8 c¢m) in diameter dot the
crown. ZONES 11-12.

coccoLosA

About 150 species of mainly evergreen
shrubs, trees and vines make up this
tropical American genus. They have
leathery leaves of variable shape and
produc‘c spikes or panicles of very small
separate male and female flowers. The
flowers are succeeded by segmented
purple fruit, edible in some species and
of economic importance locally.

Cultivation

These tropical plants do best in moist,
well-drained soil in full sun. Some are
highly adapted to seashore conditions.
Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Coccoloba vvifera

Sea grape, Jamaican kino

From seashores of tropical America as
far north as southern Florida, this striking
small tree can grow to 30 ft (9 m) high,
usually with a single trunk and broad
crown. The glossy leaves are almost
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throughout the tropics, growing mainly
in regions of strongly seasonal rain(all,
and are mostly deciduous in the d ry
season. The leaves are lobed, rather like
grape or maple leaves, and beautiful
large cream to golden yellow flowers
are borne in clusters terminating the
branches. The large seed pods are
globular to sausage-shaped and split
open in a most unusual pattern to reveal
masses of seeds embedded in a kapok-
like down. The roots of Cochlospermum
are swollen and fleshy and are some-
times used as a food source, and other
parts of the plants yield fibers and
medicinal gums.

Cultivation

Although not difficult to cultivate under
tropical conditions, these are shrubs of
very open, ungainly habit, but respond
to cutting back with denser growth.
They need full sun and moderately
fertile, well-drained soil. Propagate [rom
seed or root-tuber cuttings.

Cochlospermum fraseri

Yellow kapok

This, one of 3 species indigenous to far
northern Australia, makes a crooked small
tree up to 30 ft (9 m) high. The leaves

Cordia sebestenn

are slightly hairy, up to 6 in (15 cm) wide,
with 3 to 7 shallow lobes. The flowers
are bright golden yellow, up to 3 in

(8 cm) across, borne on leafless branches
late in the dry season. If kept watered in
a garden the leaves may persist and be
present with the flowers. ZONES 11-12.

CORDIA

This genus is made up of around 300
species of evergreen and deciduous
shrubs and trees from most tropical and
subtropical regions of the world. Some
are used as timber trees, others are
hollowed out for canoes, and the leaves
of a few species are used to make dyes.
Most have large, smooth, oval leaves and
small to moderately large, trumpet-shaped
flowers that stand out against the dark
foliage. The fruit is typical of the Zenus.
Cultivation

These plants require steady, warm
temperatures and moist, well-drained
soil. They are propagated from seed or
semi-ripe cuttings.

Cordia sebestena

Geiger tree, scarlet cordia

This small evergreen tree is native to the
West Indies, Florida and Venezuela and

Cochlospermum froseri

is widely cultivated for ornament ir.'
the tropics. It grows to around 25 ft
(8 m) high and has 8 in (20 em) long,
oval leaves. It produces tight clusters
of bright orange-red flowers through
much of the year, followed by 1 in
(25 mm) oval, white, edible fruit.
ZONES 10-12.

Cordia wallichii

A native of tropical Asia, this small
spreading tree grows 12-20 ft (3.5-6 m)
high. The leaves are broad and clarl.{
green. Flowers, borne in dense panicles
in the upper leaf axils, measure rather
less than 1 in (2.5 cm) across. It makes a
bushy shrub that could be used as a
screen or shelter plant in subtropical to
tropical gardens. ZONES 10-12.

COUROUPITA

Three species of trees from northern
South America make up this genus.
They have large, elliptical leaves,
Usuﬂll‘y Cluster‘(‘.(! at tl'lE b]‘anch l‘iIJS,
The [lowers are large and complex in
structure, usually 6-petalled, and
sometimes smell like garlic. They are
I"O“O\Ved h‘_\’ Spectat.:u'ar I«':I.I'ge. Sphcr‘ical
fruit.

Cordia wallichii
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Cultivation

They prefer to grow in deep, moist,
humus-rich soil in full sun but in a
sheltered position. Propagation is
normally from seed.

Couroupita guianensis

Cannonball tree

This species is an upright, evergreen tree
capable of growing to 100 ft (30 m)

high, though 30-40 ft (9-12 m) is a more
usual size. Pendulous flowering branches
emerge directly from the trunk, right

Couroupifa guianensis

Couroupitn guianensis
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Croteva religiosn

down to the ground, and all year pro-
duce 3 in (8 cm) diameter, brilliant red
and orange fragrant flowers with hun-
dreds of stamens arranged in 2 groups,
one in the flower’s center and the other
on a lower petal. Showy as the flowers
are, the fruit are the main feature —they
are brown spheres up to 10 in (25 cm)
across filled with a smelly, soft red pulp,
and one tree may bear hundreds of
them. They look like small cannonballs
and burst explosively on falling from the
tree. ZONES 11-12.

CRATEVA

Six or more species of evergreen shrubs
and small trees make up this genus,
widely distributed through the tropics.
They are closely related to the
herbaceous genus Cleome, as is obvious
from the flower structure. The flowers
have large, stalked petals and very long,
protruding stamens. Leaves are usually
compound with leaflets radiating from a
common stalk, also like Cleome. The
foliage of some species can cause a form
of contact dermatitis in humans.
Cultivation

These plants need warm, even temper-
atures year round and prefer rich, moist,

well-drained soil with plenty of water in
hot weather. Propagare from seed or
cuttings.

Crateva religiosa

Spider tree, temple plant

Native to Southeast Asia, the Pacific
region and northern Australia, this orna-
mental small tree grows to 20 ft (6 m) or
more high. It has smooth gray bark with
white spots and distinctive pale green
young branches. Its handsome leaves are
composed of 3 oval leaflets up to 6 in

(15 cm) long. It bears large flowers with
creamy white petals ageing to dull orange-
yellow and long, dark red to violet stamen
filaments. The flowers are followed by
smooth green berries. ZONES 11_12.

DELONIX

Ten species make up this genus of
tropical deciduous, semi-evergreen or
evergreen trees from Africa, Mada-
gascar, Arabia and India. The 5-petalled
flowers appear in terminal racemes, and
the elegant leaves are bipinnate and fern-
like. The fruits, typical of the legume
group, are large, flattened, woody, bean-
like pods. They do well as shade trees.

Cultivation

Plant in full sun in fertile, moist but
well-drained soil and provide shelter
from strong winds. Prune only when
young to establish a single trunk. The
vigorous roots can damage paths and
foundations. Seedlings vary considerably
in flower shape, color and size, and may
take 10 or more years to flower. Propa-
gate from seed or cuttings.

Delonix regia

Poinciana, royal poinciana, flamboyant tree, fleur-de-
paradis, Gul Mohr, flame of the forest

This native of Madagascar grows only
about 40 ft (12 m) tall, but its canopy
may be wider than its height. The long,
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feathery leaves have lighter green
undersides. It bears clusters of brilliant
red or orange Howers, with one white

etal marked with yellow and red, .
followed by dark brown pods up to 12 in
(30 cm) long. ZONES 11-12.

DILLENIA ‘ .

A genus of some 60 species of ‘
evergreen trees and shrubs, mostly from
tropical Asia, Africa, Madagascar and
Australia. The large leathery leaves have
prominent veins, and the showy yellow
or white, 5-petalled Howers are
produced singly or in loose pfin%cles.
They are followed by fleshy fruits
enclosed by enlarged, fleshy sepals. They
make good shade trees and are grown
for their handsome foliage, showy
flowers and decorative fruits. The fruits
are used in tropical countries for curries,

jellies and preserves.

Cultivation

They are moderately fast growing,
l'ranbsplemling easily when young. They
need sun, fertile, humus-rich, moist but
well-drained acidic to neutral soil, ample
water and some shelter when young.

Propagate from seed.

Dillenia indica

Elephant apple ‘

This spectacular tree found in India and
Southeast Asia grows to 50 ft (15 m)

tall, with a broad canopy of large, dark
green leaves up to 30 in (75 cm) ]011‘0".
with prominent pal‘a“e| veins. The 6 in
(15 cm) wide creamy yellow flowers are
fragrant. The developing fruit I‘eset.n ble
green app|es. Mature fruit, measuring up

to 6 1n (15 em) across, are edible, and so

Dillenia indico

are the mature fruit bracts. ZONE 12.

mation on the genus is given in the
e Shrubs chapter. However, Dracaena draco

Aany of the species belonging to this : :
1\‘“‘“} atthe : SR is treated here as a tree.

genus are shrubs, and detailed infor-
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Dracoena draco

Dragon’s-blood tree, dragon tree

This slow-growing tree from the Canary
Islands is long lived. It may reach 30 ft
(9 m) high with a trunk to 3 ft (1 m) in
diameter and a crown of rosettes of stiff,
lance-shaped, blue-green leaves to 24 in
(60 cm) long and nearly 2 in (5 cm)
wide. It bears insignificant flowers
followed by orange berries. ZONES 10-11.

DURANTA
This is a genus of about 30 species of
evergreen trees and shrubs from the

Dracoeno droco

American tropics and subtropics,
although only one of its many species is
commonly grown. The more vigorous
growths have spines; the whorled or

opposite leaves are smallish, often toothed;

and the 5-petalled Howers, narrowing to
a short tube, appear in delicate sprays
from the upper leaf axils. The firm,
fleshy, orange berries are allegedly
polisonous.

Cultivation

Duranta species are vigorous. Grow in a
fertile, well-drained soil in full sun. They
can be trained to become small trees or
kept cut back as shrubs; they make useful
hedges. Propagate from seed or cuttings.
They may be bothered by whiteflies.

Duranta erecta

Golden dewdrop, sky flower

syns Duranto plumier;, D. repens

This species, with dense, slightly
pendulous branches, can reach to
15-25 ft (4.5-8 m) if trained to a single-
trunked tree. The flowers are a pale
mauve-blue with darker streaks on the
two lower petals and a cream ‘eve’. The
fruits, Y2 in (12 mm) long, overlap with
the flowers. The cultivar ‘Variegata’ has
cream-edged leaves with purple tinges.
The white-flowered ‘Alba’ has almost
entire leaves. ZONES 10-12.

ERYTHRINA

Coral tree

The 108 species of deciduous and semi-
evergreen trees and shrubs in this genus
occur wild in tropical and subtropical
regions around the world, though with
most species in the Americas and Alrica.
Belonging to the bean tribe of the leg-
umes, they are grown as ornamentals for
their vividly hued flowers. Their trunks
and branches are protected by short,
sharp prickles; many species have weak
branches that tend to fall in storms. The

Erythrina cisto-gall

leaves are compound with 3 broad, often
diamond-shaped leaflets. Bean-like
flowers in scarlet, crimson or orange are
borne in racemes towards the ends of the
l‘”'ﬂnches at \"a[:}’ing l‘i['nes OI'I tl'].e ‘_Veﬂrr
followed by narrow seed pods that dry
and brown as they ripen.

Cultivation

They all enjoy full sun and well-drained
soil. Spider mites may be a problem.
Propagation 1s from seed or cuttings.

Erythrina crista-galli
Common coral tree, cock’s comb

This species is the best known coral tree.

It grows into a gnarh‘:d, wide-crowned
tree 15-30 ft (4.5-9 m) tall and bears
scarlet or coral-red flowers. ZONES 8-11.

Erythrina fusca
Found in many tropical areas, this
deciduous tree grows to 80 [t (24 m) tall

Frythring fusca

with a crooked trunk. Its pinnate leaves
are 8 in (20 cm) long. The {lowers are
rich scarlet with creamy green wings and
keel. They are followed by slim poc]s
which ar:; up to 12 1in (30 cm) long.

ZONES 10-12.



Erythring hoerdii

Erythring variegata

Erythrina haerdii

This small, deciduous tree from eastern
Africa grows to 15 ft (4.5 m) or more tall
with a wide, dense canopy of glossy
green leaves. The large, spiky clusters of
elongated pea-flowers, borne on bare
branches, are brilliant crimson and
produce a nectar that is especially
irresistible to birds. They are followed
l‘:_\r bumpy seed podsA ZONES 10-12,

Erythrina livingstoniana

A spreading 80 ft (24 m) tree from
Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe,
this species has 8 in (20 cm) long leaves
made up of large oval leaflets. The bright
scarlet flowers, borne in arching
racemes, are followed by 15 in (38 cm)
seed pods. ZONES 10-12.

Erythrina variegata

This strongly branched, deciduous tree
occurs naturally from eastern Africa and
the Indian Ocean islands eastwards to
Polynesia, reaching heights of up to 80 fi
(24 m). The leaves are about 8 in (20 cm)
long with large oval to rhomboidal
leaflets. Although its floral racemes are
only 8 in (20 cm) long, they are densely
packed with bright scarlet to orange
(rarely white) flowers, followed by 15 in
(38 cm) pods. ‘Parcellii’ has leaves
strongly variegated with yellow.

ZONES 11-12.

EUCALYPTUS

Eucalypt, gum tree

Native mainly to Australia, the eucalypts
are possibly the world's most widely
planted trees, especially in drier sub-
tropical and tropical regions. The leaves
contain aromatic oil in small translucent
cavities, eucalyptus oil being an impor-
tant product of certain species. The
nectar-rich flowers are abundant, mostly
white, but yellow, pink or red in a
minority of species, with the massed
stamens the most conspicuous part. The
fruits are woody capsules, mostly quite
small. The bark of many eucalypts is
smooth and shed annually, and the new
and old bark can make a colorful
contrast while this is happening.

Cultivation

With rare exceptions eucalypts are
grown from seed, which germinates
freely. They should be planted out into

the ground when no more than 18 in
(45 cm) hig}‘l. ensuring that roots have
not coiled in the container at any stage.
They seldom survive transplanting, and
are not long-lived as container plants.
They prefer full sun at all stages of
gl‘owlh.

Euvcalyptus grandis

Flooded gum

One of the noblest of the large eucalypts,
flooded gum comes from high-rainfall
regions of the Australian east coast and
can achieve a height of 200 ft (60 m) and
a trunk up to 10 ft (3 m) in diameter in
suitably deep, rich, moist soil. The base
of its shaft-like trunk is blackish and
rough, with smooth, whitish or blue-gray
bark above. The thin leaves are dark
green and shiny on top, paler beneath. It
bears clusters of white blossoms.

ZONES 10-11.

Evcalyptus papuana

Ghost gum

syn. Corymbia aporrerinjo

Found near watercourses over much of
northern inland Australia and around
Port Moresby in Papua New Guinea,
the ghost gum is a broad-crowned, single-
trunked tree to 50 ft (15 m) high with an
open, domed canopy of light green,
lanceolate leaves. Its common name
comes from the white, smooth, cha“(_}.-'
bark. It bears small clusters of white
flowers, followed by urn-shaped fruit.
Liking a well-drained soil, it is tolerant
of quite dry conditions. ZONES 10-12.

FAGRAEA

This genus contains about 35 species of
evergreen trees and shrubs, the latter
generally epiphytic. Species are found
natu l‘a“__v throughout the Pacific region,
East and Southeast Asia. The opposite
leaves are large and leathery and the

Euealyptus grandis
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tei‘minﬂl CIUStEI'S OF tui)ufal‘, l"r‘agr'ant
flowers are followed by fleshy, multi-
seeded, often brightly colored, berry-like
fruits. While Fagraea species are relatively
uncommon in cultivation, they make fine

fograen fragrans

ornamentals and shade trees; they are
also suitable to control soil erosion.

Cultivation

They prefer a shady, somewhat protected
situation and freely draining, sandy soil.
Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Fagraea fragrans

From India and Southeast Asia, this tree
grows to 70 ft (21 m) tall and has a
wide-spreading crown of leathery,
elliptic leaves to 6 in (15 cm) long. It
bears clusters of fragrant long-tubed
flowers that open white and fade to
cream. ZONES 11-12.

FICUS

Fig

This large, varied genus consists of
about 800 species of evergreen and
deciduous trees, shrubs and climbers
from tropical and subtropical areas
throughout the world. It includes the
common fig, Fiews carica, which bears
edible fruit, but most species are grown
for their ornamental foliage and for
shade. The tiny flowers are completely
enclosed in the developing fruits which
are borne in the leal axils and are pro-
duced all year. Ripe fruits are eaten by
bats and birds and the seeds of many
species are often dropped into the
branches of other trees where they
germinate, sending down roots to the
ground. These eventually form second-
ary trunks that kill the host tree.

Cultivation

Some grow to great heights in gardens
and most have vigorous, invasive root
systems. Many make excellent pot and
house plants when young. Figs prefer
full sun to part-shade and humus-rich,
moist but well-drained. Water potted
specimens spm‘ing].\_-’. Propagate from
seed or cuttings, or by aerial layering.

Ficus aspera ‘Parcellii’

Mosuaic fig

The wild form of this species comes from
islands of the southwest Pacific. This
small tree has large, roughly oval, dark
green leaves mottled with white and with
rather |'|ai1"y undersides. Reaching 10 ft
(3 m) in height, it is sometimes grown as
a house plant. This cultivar has
pronounced foliage markings and pink to
purple instead of orange-red fruit.
ZONES 11-12.

Ficus aurea

Golden fig, strangler fig

This tree from the West Indies and
Florida reaches 60 ft (18 m) |‘|ig}1.
sometimes originating as a strangler. It
has thick elliptic leaves to 4 in (10 cm)
long and it bears tiny yellow higs.
ZONES 11-12.

Ficus benghalensis

Banyan, Indian banyan

From southern Asia, the banyan is out-
standing for its aerial roots, which
descend from the branches to the ground
and eventually form secondary trunks.
An old tree, though reaching only about
70 ft (21 m) in height, can spread widely
enough to shelter an entire village. The

Ficus benghalensis
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banyan has pale gray bark, large glossy
mid-green leaves, bronze when young,
and round red figs borne in pairs.
ZONES 11-12.

Ficus benjamina

Weeping fig, weeping Chinese banyan

A tropical Asian evergreen tree, the
weeping fig can reach 50 ft (15 m) in

Ficws auren




Ficus cordofo subsp. salicifolia

height and a much greater spread, some-
times supported by aerial roots. It has
shiny, pointed, oval leaves, insignificant
fruit and an invasive root system. This
species and its cultivars are used exten-
sively as potted house plants. ‘Exotica’ has
twisted leal tips; ‘Variegata' has rich green
leaves splashed with white. ZONES 10-12.

Ficws cordata subsp. salicifolia

Willow-leafed fig

This small tree has leathery oval leaves
to 6in (15 cm) in length with a rounded
or heart-shaped base. The small fruit are
shining red with white specks when ripe
and are borne singly or in pairs in the
leaf axils. They are an important food
source for birds, monkeys and baboons
in tropical Africa. ZONES 10-12.

Ficws dammaropsis

Dinnerplate fig

From the mountains of New Guinea, this
small tree grows to 30 ft (9 m). Unlike
many Fews species it is single-trunked,
forming neither buttresses nor aerial roots.
The large rough leaves, up to 24 in (60 cm)
long, with deeply corrugated surface, are
deep green above and paler beneath,
sometimes with red veins. The large figs
ripen to a deep purple and are clothed in
mvcrlapp{ng scales. ZONES 10-12.

Ficus dammaropsis

Ficus elastica

India rubber tree, rubber plant

From tropical Asia, this tree can reach
100 ft (30 m) tall and forms massive
aerial roots and high buttresses with age.
Fiews elastica has an aggressive root
system and a site must be chosen with
care. Outside the tropics it is usually
seen as a pOtl'ed p];mt. Its rosy new
leaves make an attractive contrast to the
deep green mature leaves. Cultivars
include ‘Decora’ with bronze new leaves,
and ‘Doescheri’ with variegated gray-
green and creamy white leaves with light
pink midribs. ZONES 10-12.

Fiews lyrata

Banio fig, fiddleleaf fig

syn. Ficws pandurata

This spreading, evergreen tree from
tropical Africa can reach a height of
100 ft (30 m). It features broad, violin-
shaped leaves: they are bright glossy
green, heavily veined, and up to 15 in
(38 cm) long. Figs are long and green.
Ficus lyrata is often seen as a house plant.
ZONES 10-12.

Ficus macrophylla

Moreton Bay fig, Australion banyan

This large, spreading evergreen tree
occurs in coastal rainforests of eastern

Ficus elnstico 'Decora’

Ficus macrophylla

Australia. It grows to about 130 ft

(39 m) tall with a spread nearly as great
and a buttressed trunk. It bears farge,
leathcr_\_f. dark green leaves with rust-
toned undersides, and abundant figs that
turn reddish brown when ripe.

ZONES 10-12.

Ficus apposita

Ficus opposita

Sandpaper fig

Widely found in tropical northern
Australia, this small tree to 30 ft (9 m)
has mid-green leaves. Their raspy
surfaces were used by Aborigines for
smoothing wooden implements. The
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small, edible fruit are pear-shaped. This
tree may become completely deciduous
during the dry season. ZONES 11-12.

Ficus religiosa

Bo tree, peepul, sacred fig .

Indigenous to India and Southeast Asia,
this species resembles the banyan

Ficus virens

although not as tall. It has an open
crown and poplar-like leaves with long
thread-like tips and bears small purple
figs. It is believed that Buddha was
meditating beneath a bo tree when he
received enlightenment. Many trees have
been propagated from the tree at Anar-
adhapura, Sri Lanka, recorded as having
been planted in 288 BC. ZONES 11-12.

Ficus virens

Gray fig, Java willow, spotted fig, strangler vine
Ranging from India to the Solomon
Islands and northern Australia, this briefly
deciduous strangler often starts life as an
epiphyte. Cultivated plants, however, are
usually more conventional single-trunked
trees growing to about 50 ft (15 m) tall
with a broad crown and heavy limbs. It
has pointed-tipped, poplar-like leaves up
to 6in (15 em) long and produces pairs
of small, red-spotted white figs at the
branch tips. ZONES 10-12.

GARCINIA

This is a genus of some 200 species of
slow-growing evergreen trees or shrubs
mostly from tropical Asia with a few
from Africa. They are grown for their
thick foliage and edible fruits. The
mangosteen, Garcinia mangostana, is
considered by many to be one of the
world’s most delicious fruits. Some are
cultivated for the yellow latex in their

Ficus religiosa

stems, which has been used in dyeing
and is said to have medicinal properties.

Cultivation

Plant in part-shade in moist, well-
drained soil and water regularly. Male
and female flowers are on separate trees,
but male trees are rare and most fruits
are formed without fertilization. They
thus contain no seeds. Propagation from
cuttings or by layering is difficult and
the trees bear fruit only in equatorial
climates, so they are rarely seen away
from their origins.

Garcinia xanthochymus

Gamboge

A straight-trunked tree from northern
India and the western Himalayas, this
species reaches 40 ft (12 m) with a dense,
rounded, low canopy. The glossy green,
narrow leaves are up to 18 in (45 cm)
long. It bears small white flowers and
dark yellow fruit, the sap of which yields
the yellow pigment gamboge, now

Garcini xanthochymus
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superseded by the more durable chrome
and cadmium yellows. ZONES 11-12.

HEVEA

Nine species make up this tropical
American genus, which includes the
rubber tree, Hevea brasiliensis, the major
source of natural rubber. All species, as
with others of the euphorbia family, have
a milky sap. The flowers are small,
fragrant and pale yellow, and the leaves
are compound with 3 large leallets.

Cultivation

Tropical heat and humidity are essential
to the commercial cultivation of these
trees. They need moist, free-draining soil
and part-shade. Propagate from seed,
which must be very fresh.

Hevea brasiliensis

Para rubber tree

This tree, native to the Amazon and
Orinoco rivers in South America,
reaches 120 ft (36 m) but elsewhere it

Heveq brasiliensis



Hibiscus filiaceus

seldom exceeds 60 ft (18 m). The thick,
leathery leaves are divided into 3 leaflets
and the greenish white perfumed flowers
appear before or with the new grm\'t}'l.
which is a distinctive bronze-purple. It is
rarely grown other than in commercial
plantations or in botanical gardens.
ZONES 11-]2,

HIBISCUS

Many of the species belonging to this
genus are shrubs, and detailed
information on the genus is given in the
Shrubs chapter. However, Hibiscuo
tiliaceus is treated here as a tree.

Hibiscus tiliaceus

Cottonwood tree, mangrove hibiscus, sea hibiscus
This evergreen tree from tropical
seashores of the Indian and Pacific
Oceans grows to a height and spread of
about 30 ft (9 m). It has large, heart-
shaped, soft mid-green leaves with
whitish undersides and bears scattered
clear yellow flowers with large crimson
centers turning orange as they fade.
There are cultivars with purple and
variegated leaves. It flowers for most of
l‘l'lcl_vcur. ZONES 10-11.

JACARANDA
This genus consists of about 50 species
of medium to large deciduous and

evergreen trees from Brazil and other
parts of tropical and subtropical South
America. All species have fern-like,
bipinnate leaves and bell-shaped flowers
which may be white, purple or mauve-
blue. The best known species, the
mauve-blue Jacaranda mimovifolia, is one
of the most widely planted and admired
of all warm-climate flowering trees. It
yields a richly figured timber, although
as the tree is so valued as an ornamental
it is rarely cut; the timber, Brazil rose-
wood, is usually that of /. filicifolia, a
larger but less decorative species with
white flowers.

Cultivation

They grow in fertile, well-drained soil
and full sun. Potted specimens should be
watered freely when in full growth, less
so at other times. Propagate from seed or
from cuttings.

Jacaranda mimosifolia

Jacaranda

syns Jacaranda acutifolia, J. ovalifolia

From the high plains of Brazil, Paraguay
and Argentina, this fast-growing,
deciduous tree can reach 50 ft (15 m) in
height with a spread of up to 40 ft

(12 m), and has a broad, rounded crown.
The vivid green, fern-like foliage is
bipinnate, with 12 or more leaflets.
Depending on climate, the leaves may

be shed before the lowers —mauve-blue
to hilac terminal clusters of trumpet-
shaped blossoms —appear; flat, leathery
seed pods follow. Pruning is not
desirable; if branches are removed, they
are replaced by vertical shoots which
spoil the shape of the tree. The trees are
shallow rooted, which can pose problems
for underplanting. ZONES 9-11.

KIGELIA
This African genus consists of a single
species of tropical and subtropical trees,

extending into northern South Africa.
The pinnate leaves are made up of oval
leaflets and the large, bell-shaped flowers
are borne in long pendent racemes and
are mostly orange or red. They are
adaplcd for pollination by bats. The
large, woody, sausage-shaped fruit have
a smooth skin enclosing a woody, fibrous
pulp which contains many large seeds.

Cultivation

They require full sun, well-drained soil
and plent}-’ of water, and do best in areas
of high humidity. Propagate from seed or

cuttings.

Kigelia africana

Sausage tree

syn. Kigelia pinnata

This evergreen tree grows to about 40 ft
(12 m) and has a wide crown of spread-
ing branches. The leaves are about 12 in
(30 cm) long. The flowers, borne in pani-
cles up to 6 ft (1.8 m) long, open at nighl
and are crinkled and rich dark red inside,
but duller outside. They have an un-
pleasant smell which attracts the bats
that pollinate them. The light brown
fruit, up to 18 in (45 em) long and
weighing up to 8 Ib (4 kg), are not
edible. It grows vigorously in fertile,
well-drained soil with adequate water.
ZONES 10-12,

LAGERSTROEMIA

Crape (or crepe) myrtle

From southern and eastern Asia and
ranging as far as northern Australia, this
is a genus of around 50 species of
evergreen and deciduous small to large
trees, a few grown in warm and hot
climates for their showy flowers. Their
most distinctive feature is the crinkly

margin and slender basal stall of each of

the 5 petals that male up a flower; the
flowers in turn are massed into large,
dense panicles at the branch tips. The

Jacoranda mimosifolia

Kigalia ofriconn

‘crape’ (alie:‘nalivcl}’ crepe) in the name
arose from the flowers' texture being
reminiscent of the once popular [abric
crape, while ‘myrtle’ alludes to their
being close relatives to the large myrtle
family. They make fine garden plants
and are easily grown. Some species have
attractive smooth bark, colored green,
brown or reddish.

Cultivation

They thrive in full sun in well-drained,
humus-rich soil. Shelter from strong
winds, which destroy the delicate
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Lagerstroemia speciosa

Hlowers. Propagate from cuttings or from
seed. Watch for powdery mildew.

Lagerstroemia speciosa

Queen'’s flower, queen crape myrile

syn. Lagerstrosmia flosteginae

This deciduous species from the humid
jungles of India, Sri Lanka and Burma
can reach a height of 80 ft (24 m) in the
wild, with a single trunk and a spreading
broad head. It has long, leathery leaves
that turn copper red before dropping. It
bears showy panicles of large, rose-pink
to lilac and lavender-purple flowers. The
bark is shed in irregular patches, giving
the smooth gray trunk a yellowish,
mottled appearance. ZONES 11-12.

MELIA

Bead tree, Chinaberry, Persian lilac, rosary tree,

white cedar

This genus of only one very variable
species of deciduous tree ranges across
Asia [rom Iraq to Japan and south to
Australia. Helia azedarach has many
common names; 2 of them, bead tree and

I‘OS-IH:\" tree, arisc from ll‘lE ray li'lt.' SL'L‘LIS

have a hole through the middle,
convenient for bead-making. The trees
were formerly grown in southern ltaly
for making rosaries. Melia is Greek for
‘ash’ (Fraxinus), although the only
connection is that the pinnate or doubly
pinnate leaves are vaguely similar.

Cultivation

It grows in warm climates and readily
tolerates dry conditions and poor soil. It
is a favorite street tree in arid climates.
Propagate [rom seed.

Melia azedarach
syn. Melia azedurach var. gustralnsico
This is a fast-growing, spreading tree

which grows to 30 ft (9 m) tall. The

voung leaves appear with large sprays of

small, delicately scented lilac flowers;
these are followed by bunches of pale
orange or cream berries, each containing
a single woody seed, which persist after
the leaves fall. They are poisonous to
humans but much eaten by birds.
‘Umbraculiformis’ has a curious yet
attractive habit, like a blown-out
umbrella. ZONES 8-12.

MICHELIA

Closely related to the magnolias, the

45 or so species ol Michelia are found in
tropical and subtropical Asia, with a few
species in the cooler foothills of the
Himalayas. They range [rom shrubs to
substantial trees, mainly evergreen, and
many bear intensely fragrant flowers.
Some species are widely cultivated in
India for their fragrant oil, which is
extracted [rom the blooms for use in
perfume and cosmetics.

Cultivation

They like a position in full sun or part-
shade in humus-rich, well-drained, neutral
to acid soil; they resent being trans-

planted. Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Melio azedarach

Michelia champaca

Champak, champaca

From the lower Himalayas, this upright,
conical tree reaches 100 ft (30 m) in its
native habitat, but cultivated trees
usually reach only a third of this height.
Its long, slender, mid-green leaves droop
from the somewhat horizontal branches.
Cup-shaped creamy orange petals on a
bed of recurved sepals are borne upright
on the branch tips. The flowers are
particularly [ragrant. ZONES 10-11.

PANDANUS

Screw pine

This large genus from East Africa,
Malaysia, Australia and the Pacific
contains about 600 species, a few of
which make decorative trees for seaside
gardens and swampy areas. Palm-like
evergreens, some grow 50 [t (15 m) or
more tall. They may appear shorter, as
they often lean at an angle. The sword-
shaped, spiny-edged green leaves, are
long and narrow and arranged spirally at
the ends of the branches. The white
Howers are very small; the fruits are

ilggl'(_‘gill iuns Oll I'(_‘{ldisl"l or .\'L‘HO\\'

Michelia champaca

berries, up to 12 in (30 ecm) in diameter,
and resemble a pineapple.

Cultivation

Pandanus require full sun or part-shade,
and moist, well-drained soil. They can be
treated as house plants when young if
they are given ample water. Keep the
plants tidy by removing dead and
damaged leaves. Propagate from seed,
soaked for 24 hours before planting, or
by detaching rooted suckers.

Pandanus odoratissimus

Found through the tropical Asian and
Pacific region, this species is up to 20 ft
(6 m) tall and has long slender leaves
edged with sharp spines. It has strong
aerial roots that form a stout buttress
base. Male trees have showy white Hower
bracts, while female trees bear pineapple-
like [ruit. The foliage is used for weaving
and thatching. Male Hlowers and [oliage
also have L‘Lllinar_\_-' uses. ZONES 11-12.

PELTOPHORUM
At home in the tropical regions of the
world, these 15 species of evergreen,

leguminous trees are grown primarily for
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the dense shade they cast. In the wild
some species can reach 100 ft (30 m),
but in cultivation they are more usually
60 ft (18 m) tall. The fern-like leaves are
deep glossy green, with individual
leaflets measuring up to 1 in (25 mm)
long. The impressive spikes of
perfumed yellow flowers develop into
long, brown pods.

Cultivation

These trees prefer fertile, moist but well-
drained soil and a sheltered, part-shaded
position, although they can tolerate full
sun if well watered. Propagate from pre-
soaked or scarified seed or cuttings
taken during the wet season.

Peltophorum pteracarpum

Rusty-shield tree, yellow flame tree, yellow poinciana
syns Peltophorum ferrugineur, P inerme

Growing to 60 ft (18 m) tall with a
crown up to 25 [t (8 m) wide, this
species is a good shade tree for tropical
gardens. Clusters of heavily perfumed
flowers with unusual crinkled petals
open from vivid rust-red buds. The
abundance of rust-red, flattened seed
pods that follow persist on the tree until
the next flowering. ZONES 11-12.

Peltophorum plerocarpum

PHYLLANTHUS

This large genus of some 650 species of
evergreen or deciduous herbs, shrubs
and trees, comes from the tropical and
subtropical regions of the world. The
stalkless leaves, often red tinted when
young, are m‘l‘anged in two flattened
ranks along the branches giving the
impression of pinnate foliage. It bears
small, red or yellow-green petal-less
flowers. Some species have cladophylls
rather than true leaves and these become
fringed with small Howers, creating an
unusual effect as if the leaves are
flowering. Although the small pea-sized
fruits of most species are inedible, a few
produce gooseberry-like fruits that are
palatable if cooked.

Cultivation

Plant in rich, sandy, well-drained soil
with ample water. They are good seaside
plants in hot climates. Propagate from
seed or cuttings.

Phyllanthus acidus

Star gooseberry, Otaheite gooseberry, Malay
gooseherry

From India and Madagascar, this is the
only widely cultivated species. It quickly
reaches its mature height of 30 ft (9 m)
with a spread of 10 ft (3 m), and has
pnle green, almost stallcless leaves. It
bears dense clusters of tiny red Howers;
these are followed by tight bunches of
ribbed, bright vellow fruit, 1 in (25 mm)
long. ZONES 11-12.

PISONIA

syn. Heimerliodendron

These 35 species of fast-growing,
evergreen shrubs, small trees and
climbers occur naturally in tropical and
subtropical areas, particularly in the
Americas, northern Australia and the
Malaysian region. They have large, oval
leaves somewhat like those of the rubber

tree (Feuo elastica); variegated foliage
cultivars are often grown. The small
greenish flowers, though borne in
panicles, are not showy but are followed
by the extremely sticky fruits for which
the genus is best known. These often
trap insects and even small birds,
although why they do this is unknown.

Cultivation

They require rich, well-drained soil in a
sunny or part-shaded site. They will
grow in containers and are sometimes
used as house plants. The species may be
raised from seed or cuttings; the
variegated foliage forms are grown from
cuttings.

Pisonia umbellifera

Bird-catcher tree

Native to the western Pacific region, this
erect, branching shrub grows to 15 fi
(4.5 m) with a spread of 10 ft (3 m). It
has large, elliptical, glossy green leaves
and insignificant flowers and bears very
sticky, purplish fruit all year round.
Trees from temperate east Australia and
New Zealand are now usually separated
as Plsonia brunoniana (syn. Heimerlio-
dendron brunonianum). 'Variegata' has oval
leaves 12—15 in (30-38 cm) long and
bcaut‘ifu“y putlcrned in tones ol pale to
dark green and creamy white, and small,
greenish flowers. ZONES 10-12.

PLUMERIA

Frangipani, temple tree

Plumeria commemorates Charles Plumier,
a seventeenth-century French botanist
who deseribed several tropical species.
The genus contains 8 species of mainly
deciduous shrubs and trees, originally
from Central America, known for their
strongly fragrant flowers. The trees can
reach a height of 30 [t (9 m), though
they are generally much smaller. Their
fleshy branches contain a poisonous,
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milky sap. In the tropics, the terminally
held flowers (generally white) appear
before the leaves and continue to Hower
for most of the year. The fruits consist of
2 leathery follicles, although the trees
rarely fruit in cultivation. Most
plumerias in gardens are hybrids.

Phyllonthus acidus
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Cultivation

They prefer full sun and moderately
fertile, well-drained soil. Propagate from
cuttings that have been allowed to dry
out for a couple of weeks.

Plumeria obtusa

White frangipani, Singapore plumeria

This small tree grows to 25 ft (8 m) high
and is best suited to a tropical climate
where, unlike most frangipanis, it is
reliably evergreen. The broad, blunt-
ended leaves are 6 in (15 cm) or more
long. The scented, creamy white Howers

Plumeria obfuso "Singapore White’

have a bright yellow center. With its
elegant, rounded Hlowers and soft
per‘['.ume, ‘Singapore White' is one of the
loveliest of all plumerias. ZONES 10-12.

Plumeria rubra

This widely cultivated, deciduous small
tree, with its broadly rounded canopy,
can grow to a height of 25 ft (8 m). It is
distinguished by its pale pink to crimson
flowers, which are used extensively for
decoration. Plumeria rubra var. acutifolia is
usually seen more commonly than the
species and features creamy white

Flumeria rubra

flowers, sometimes flushed pink, with a
deep yellow center. ‘Golden Kiss' has
large heads of golden yellow flowers
with a soft flush of apricot along the
lower edge of each petal. ZONES 10-12.

POLYALTHIA

This is a genus of tropical trees with
large, very glossy, elliptical to lance-
shaped leaves. Their narrow-petalled,
yellow-green Howers are reminiscent of
those of the star magnolia (Hagnolia
dtellata) and are followed by clusters of
egg-shaped fruits.

Cultivation

Plant in moist, well-drained soil and
shade when young. They are tough and
adaptable. Propagate from seed or from

cuttings.

Polyalthia longifolia

Indian mast tree

Originating from Sri Lanka, this has
become one of the most popular park
and avenue trees of tropical Asia,
thriving in monsoonal regions such as
Thailand and southern India. Growing
to about 50 ft (15 m) tall, it has a
striking narrowly conical or columnar
habit which is sometimes almost pole-
like. A curtain of long, glossy green
leaves with slightly wavy edges conceals
all but the base of the trunk. New foliage
flushes are at first ‘_\!ellowish then bronzy
green. Small greenish yellow flowers are
borne in the wet season but are hidden
under the foliage; the small plum-like
fruits are eaten only by animals such as
fruit-bats. ZONES 11-12.

PTEROCARPUS

Widely distributed in the tropics and
also found in South Africa, this genus of
legumes includes some 20 species of
trees and climbers. They have large,
pinnate leaves and are usually deciduous

Preracarpus rohrii

in the dry season, the flowers opening
before the foliage develops. The flowers
are pea-like, scented, small but brightly
colored in shades of yellow and orange
and are borne in racemes. Rounded pods
follow, their edges extended into a ‘wing’
in some species and not splitting to
release their seeds like pods of most
other legumes.

Cultivation

Plant in moist, well-drained soil in full
sun. Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Pterocarpus rohrii
This species is widespread in rrc:plca|
America, ranging from Costa Rica to



Ravenolo modagascoriensis

Peru, growing in deciduous lowland
rainforest. It makes a broadly spreading
tree to 30 ft (9 m) or more in height with
drooping outer branches and leaves with
broad, deep green leaflets. Attractive
sprays ol pea-like flowers are followed
by pods that are large for this genus,
about 4 in (10 em) across, almost
circular and quite woody. ZONES 11-12,

RAVENALA

Traveller's palm, traveller’s tree

A member of a very striking family, this
genus is endemic to Madagascar but is
now commonly grown throughout the
tropics. It has only one species, an
evergreen tree with huge, paddle-like
leaves on long stalks that are similar to
those of the banana (Musa), but
spreading fan-like from the base and
looking exceptionally graceful when

swaying in the breeze although they tend
to fray somewhat with age.

Cultivation

Ravenala needs rich, moist but well-
drained soil and a sunny spot in a hot
climate. Shelter [rom strong winds,
Propagate from seed or by division of
suckers.

Ravenala madagascariensis

The bright green leaves of this species
grow up to 10 ft (3 m) long, form 2
opposite rows and are held on tightly
overlapped long stalks. Its trunk termi-
nates in the sheathing bases of the leal
stalks, which lap together. The whole
arrangement grows 30 ft (9 m) tall,
spreading out to form a wide, fat fan of
foliage. Clusters of white flowers emerge
from between the leaf base. ZONES 11-12.

SARACA

This leguminous genus consists of 71
species of small evergreen trees from
tropical Southeast Asia; they occur
naturally as understory trees in forests
and are grown for their dense clusters of
showy flowers and attractive foliage. The
leaves are pinnate with paired leaflets;
the new foliage is often soft and bronze
red, maturing to mid-green. The flowers
have no true petals but a very colorful
tubular calyx opening into 4 to 5 flat
sepals and long, prominent stamens, and
are borne in clusters on older branches,
followed by narrow oblong pods.

Cultivation

Species of Saraca need a hot, humid
climate, rich, moist, well-drained soil and
some shade. Propagate from seed.

Saraca indica

Asoka, sorrowless tree

The best known species of the genus,
this erect evergreen tree occurs naturally

Soroca indico

from India to the Malay Peninsula. It
can grow to 30 ft (9 m) and has long,
shiny, compound leaves with 3 to 6 pairs
of leaflets that are soft and reddish when
young. The flowers are yellow-orange to
scarlet with long, showy, dark red
stamens, and the pods that follow are
deep reddish purple. ZONES 11-12.

SCHEFFLERA

syns Brassaia, Dizygotheca, Hepfopleurum

This is a vast genus of small trees,
shrubs and scrambling climbers, with
over 700 species occurring through most
wetter tropical and subtropical regions
of the world. The leaves consist of
similar-sized leaflets arranged like a
cartwheel at the ends of long stalks. The
small flowers are arranged in branching,
usually radiating spikes. The fruits are
small, fleshy berries. In their native
rainforests many scheffleras grow as
epiphytes, high on other trees or on cliffs
or rock outcrops.

Cultivation

They can be planted in the garden in a
spot sheltered from wind either in the
sun or part-shade. Young plants make

Schefflera actinophylla

excellent tub specimens. Grow them in
well-drained soil preferably enriched
with organic matter, keeping the soil
moist. Propagate from fresh seed,
cuttings or by air-layering.

Schefflera actinophylla

syn. Brassaia actinophylio

Queensland umbrella tree, Australian ivy palm,
octopus tree

Each leaf of this species resembles an
umbrella and consists of 7 to 15 light
green glossy leaflets up to 15 in (38 cm)
long. From rainforests of northern Aus-
tralia and New Guinea, this species
reaches to 40 ft (12 m) in cultivation with
multiple erect trunks and a dense canopy
20 ft (6 m) wide. Numerous clusters of
flowers are arranged in spectacular
radiating spikes on red stems; these
appear near the top of the plant. Each
ruby red flower has contrasting cream
stamens and is rich in nectar. Reddish
fleshy berries follow. ZONES 10-19.

SCHINUS
The 30 species of evergreen shrubs and
trees that make up this genus are
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indigenous to Central and South
America. They are grown for their
graceful habit and great resistance

to very dry conditions. The leaves
usually consist of many leaflets

but are sometimes simple. The
flowers are tiny and are arranged in
clusters, male and female flowers

on the same or separate trees. Female
trees feature attractive round berries.
They make excellent shade and street
trees.

Cultivation

Plant them in full sun in well-drained,
coarse soil; they grow best in warm to
hot climates. Propagate from fresh seed
or cuttings.

Schinus terebinthifolivs

Brazilian pepper free

A round-headed tree up to about 30 ft
(9 m) high, this species has bronze-green
pinnate leaves usually composed of 7
leatlets. The drooping panicles of tiny
cream flowers are followed by small
green berries that redden as they ripen.
When trimmed it makes an excellent
shade tree. In some warm, wet climates,
such as in Hawaii, it has become a
serious weed. ZONES 10-12.

Schinus terebinthifolivs

SENECIO

This large genus of vigorous leafy plants
includes some 1,000 species from all over
the world. Plants range from annuals,
biennials and perennials to evergreen
tree-like shrubs and climbers, some of
the species being succulent. The daisy-
like flowers, usually yellow but some-
times red, orange, blue or purple, are
arranged in small to large clusters at the
tops of the plants. Some species contain
alkaloids and are poisonous to humans
ill'ld ilniInaIS-

Cultivation

Reasonably fertile, well-drained soil suits
these planis. aswell as a sunny location.
Regular tip pruning encourages a bushy
habit. Propagate shrubs from cuttings,
annuals from seed and perennials by
division.

Senecio arborescens

This is a tropical species that grows to
tree size, found at medium altitudes in
the mountains of Costa Rica, in clearings
in rainforests. It grows to 20 ft (6 m) or
more tall with a thick trunk and large
leaves. It bears sprays of numerous small
vellow flowerheads that are strongly
aromatic. ZONES 10-12.

Senecio arborescens

SPATHODEA

African tulip tree, fountain tree

This genus contains a single species of
evergreen tree that occurs naturally in
tropical and subtropical Africa. It is
widely planted as a street tree and is
ornamental all over the tropics. Its large,
bell-shaped, orange or scarlet flowers are
produced in dense, terminal clusters.
The large pinnate leaves are deep green.
The fruit are oblong capsules that split
open when ripe to release the seeds. The
common name fountain tree refers to the
way the buds squirt moisture when they
are squeezed.

Cultivation

It prefers rich, well-drained soil, shelter
from wind and a sunny position. Propa-
gation iS USUE!.”__V f.r'OI‘n Sced. “-'I'Ii(fh can
be variable.

Spathodea campanulata :
This spectacular, fast-growing tree grows
to about 80 ft (24 m) tall. It has large,
flat clusters of velvety, bronze-green
buds and big, nectar-rich, orange-red
Hlowers with yellow frilly edges. The
leaves are bronze when young, maturing
to deep glossy green. The fruit are 8 in
(20 cm) long. ZONES 11-12.

Spothodea campanulafa
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TABEBUIA

Trumpet tree

The 100 or so shrubs and trees of this
genus occur naturally in tropical
America and the West Indies, where
some are valued for their highly durable
timber. They feature spectacular flowers
and attractive foliage, and make
excellent shade trees. Many are briefly
deciduous during the tropical dry
season, but some are almost evergreen.
The flowers are trumpet- to bell-shaped
and shades of white, yellow, pink, red or
purple. They are clustered at the branch
tips, usually when the leaves have fallen.
Fruits are bean-like capsules. Leaves
vary in shape, and may be simple or
palmately compound, with 3 to 7 leaflets,
their edges are often toothed.

Cultivation

Trumpet trees need deep, humus-rich
soil with good drainage. A sunny
position is best, with some shelter from
wind to protect the flowers. Propagate
from seed or by layering or [rom
cuttings; selected types are grafted.

Tabebuia chrysantha
This small deciduous tree from
Venezuela grows to a height of 20 ft

Tobebuia chrysontha




Tobebuia pallida

(6 m) and forms an open crown of
slender branches. Its leaves are composed
of 5 hairy, finger-like leaflets. It bears a
profusion of rich mustard-yellow,
trumpet-shaped flowers about 3 in (8 cm)
long. These are grouped in large heads
at the ends of leafless branches. The [ruit
are slightly hairy. ZONES 11-12.

Tabebuia heterophylla

Ipe roxo

This Brazilian species is one of the most
magnificent, producing a mass of flowers
on lealless branches. The blossoms hang
in large, loose clusters and come in
various shades of pink, from the palest
egeshell to the deepest rose. Valued for
its timber, this species is thought by
some to be an effective treatment for
syphilis. ZONES 11-12,

Tabebuia pallida

Cuban pink trumpet tree

This small evergreen or briefly decidu-
ous tree occurs naturally in the West
Indies, Mexico and Central America. It
reaches 25 ft (8 m) or so in height. This
species has a straight trunk and an open,
rounded crown, although it may be quite

variable in its habit. The leaves consist of

L, 3 or 5 leaflets, each with a prominent
vellow midrib. The flowers, borne in
terminal clusters, are lilac pink paling to

Tomarindus indico

white at the edges. Tabebuia pallida suits
warm coastal areas. ZONES 11-12.

TAMARINDUS

Tamarind, Indian date

This legume genus consists of only one
species: a tall, slow-growing evergreen
tree that originated in eastern Africa, but
is now naturalized in many areas of
tropical Southeast Asia. Valued as an
ornamental shade and street tree, it is
also grown for its bean-like pods, which
contain large seeds encased in an edible,
sweet, [ibrous pulp. This pulp, with high
tartaric acid content, is cooked and
strained to produce a tart-sweet syrup
that is used to make a refreshing drink in
Middle Eastern countries, and is an
important ingredient in Asian cuisine
and Worcestershire sauce.

Cultivation

They need a sunny position if they are to
thrive, but are not fussy about soil. Once
established, they will tolerate drought
and exposed positions. The roots can be
invasive. Propagate from seed, cuttings
or by air layering.

Tamarindus indica

This handsome tree grows to 70 ft (21 m),
with a broad spreading crown and dense
foliage. The short trunk is covered with
shaggy brown bark. The fern-like,

Terminalia brassii

compound, vivid green leaves are held
on slender, pale brown branchlets. The
small flowers, pale orange-yellow or
cream with red veins, are borne in small
clusters among the leaves. These are
followed by the 8 in (20 cm) long pods,
which ripen from green to dark brown
and have brittle shells. ZONES 11-12.

TERMINALIA

Tropical almond

This large genus consists of around 200
species of evergreen and deciduous trees
occurring in tropical and subtropical
regions of Asia, Australia and southern
Africa. The bark is often fissured and
the branches are arranged in tiers. The
leaves are generally large and leathery.
The 5-petalled, greenish white flowers
are small and not showy; they appear on
spikes or in clusters. The fruits are
yellow, dark red or black drupes, usually
angled or winged and sometimes edible,
though it is said that eating too many
will make one drunk.

Cultivation
They need well-drained soil and plenty
of sun; some species tolerate salty winds

and dry conditions. Propagate from seed.

Terminalia brassii
This tall handsome tree has glossy mid-
green ovate leaves. It makes a good

Thevetia peruviong

shade tree in the tropics and subtropics
and is also used as a quick-growing
plantation tree in the Solomon Islands,
and has been trialled as a source of
paper pulp. ZONES 11-12.

THEVETIA

All 8 species of this genus of evergreen
trees and shrubs have a poisonous milky
sap; in fact, all parts of the plants are
very poisonous. Relatives of the oleander
(Nertem), they are indigenous to tropical
America. They feature clusters of showy,
mostly yellow, funnel-shaped flowers at
the shoot tips. The fruits are berry-like.
The leaves are arranged spirally on the
branchlets.

Cultivation

These grow best in a sandy, well-drained
soil enriched with organic matter. They
need plenty of water while in flower. The
ideal location provides shelter from
wind, plus full sun to part-shade. Prune
the plants after flowering to maintain
their dense growth. Propagate from seed
or from cuttings.

Thevetia peruviana

Yellow oleander, lucky nut

syn. Thevetia neriifolia

This domed tree grows to 25 ft (8 m)
tall. The long, shiny, rich green leaves
are hard and strap-like to narrowly
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lance-shaped, with barely any stalk.
The yellow to soft orange, slightly
perfumed flowers, each 2 in (5 cm)
across, are held on long stalks. They
bloom on and off for most of the year
in their native habitat. The fruit are
oddly shaped, fleshy drupes, rounded
and with prominent ridges. They ripen
from green through red to black and are
regarded by some as a lucky charm,
even though dangerously poisonous.
ZONES 10-12.

Thevetia thevetioides

Large-flowered yellow oleander, be-still tree,

giant thevetia

This species grows to 15 ft (4.5 m) tall.
[ts erect but rather weak stems form an
untidy crown. The leaves are narrowly
lance-shaped, 4 in (10 cm) long and ' in
(12 mm) wide, with a pointed tip and
prominent veins. The flowers, about 3 in
(8 cm) across, are orange or pale to
strong yellow, and more open than those
of Thevetia peruviana. The [ruit are green
drupes. ZONES 10-12.

TIBOUCHINA

Many of the species belonging to this
genus are shrubs, and detailed
information on the genus is given in the
Shrubs chapter. However, Tibouchina
granulosa is treated here as a tree.

Thevefin thevetioides

Tibouchina granulosa

Indigenous to Brazil, this fast-growing
species can reach a height of 30-40 ft
(9=12 m). The flower clusters are 12 in
(30 cm) long and may completely hide
the foliage; each bloom is rose purple to
violet or pink and 2 in (6 cm) across.
The branching stems are thick and
woody. The leaves are lance-shaped to
oblong and 6-8 in (15-20 c¢m) long.
They are dark green and shiny on top,
bright green and hairy underneath, and
]"Iail'_y a]cng the cdges‘ ZONES 10-12.

TREVESIA

Members of the aralia family, the 12
species of shrubs and trees in this genus
are l"(]und in T.he Hi]nalﬂ}-’ﬂs. Soutl‘le]‘n
China and Southeast Asia. They form
clumps of erect, often prickly stems
clothed with large palmate leaves that
are Palmﬁtely Iobed or diSSECtECl. Lar‘ge
inﬂorESCEUCES 0{: S]‘l’la“ cream [‘IO“’eI‘S
form at the stem tips.

Cultivation

They require a moist, humus-rich soil
and reliable moisture to thrive. They are
propagated from cuttings or seed and
small plants can sometimes be divided.

Trevesia palmata
This small evergreen tree from tropical
Asia grows to a height of 20 ft (6 m)

Tibouching granulosa

with a spread of about 6 ft (1.8 m). It
has an erect, slender trunk. The |at‘ge,
glossy leaves are up to 24 in (60 cm)
wide and may be either entire or lobed;
new leaVES dare ql.lite pl‘iCI{I‘_\-" The
greenish white flowers have 8 to 12
Petﬂ.ls and are Prﬂduced il‘l CILISter'S.
‘Micholitzii’ is the form commonly
g]“O\’Vn. knO\Vn as i‘hl‘: Sl'lo“.’ﬂal(e Plﬂ.nt on
account of the snowflake pattern of
dissection of its large leaves.

ZONES 10-12.

TRICHILIA

This genus includes about 300 species
of tropical and subtropical trees and
shrubs, mostly from the Americas, but
with a few species found in southern
and eastern Africa. The large,
compound leaves are alternate; the
leaflets untoothed. Male and female
flowers are borne in sprays in the

leaf axils. The fruits are about 1% in
(35 mm) across and contain several
black seeds almost covered by a
scarlet, fleshy aril. Oil derived from
the fruits have a number of uses in
traditional medicine in the trees’ native
countries.

Cultivation

Trichilia species prefer moist, humus-rich
soil and will not tolerate drought.
Propagate [rom seed cuttings.

Trevesin polmatn

TREES 165

Trichilia emetica

Red ash, Natal mahogany

This handsome evergreen shade tree is
indigenous to southern Africa and is
widely seen in warm, humid areas. [t
grows to 30 ft (9 m) tall with a rounded,
spreading crown and brownish gray
bark. The leaves have 7 to 11 leaflets
and are dark green, with shiny upper
surfaces and paler undersides. Small
creamy white, f"ragrant. bell-shaped
flowers are borne in long sprays. The
{'I‘u1t dare SmaH, CrEﬂn‘l_Y I'M"O\r\'n and
shaped like figs. ZONES 10-12.

TRISTANIOPSIS

This genus of 30 species of evergreen
trees or shrubs is closcly related to
Tristania and used to be included in that
once larger genus. Species have
obscurely veined leaves and 5-petalled
yellow to white flowers. The seeds are
usually winged. The genus contains
several species indigenous to the high-
I‘aiﬂ{hlf Coastﬂ.l [:BrCStS OE eastern
Australia and others from Southeast
Asia, Papua New Guinea and New
Caledonia. These plants make excellent
screen or hcdgﬁ' Plﬂ.nts.

Cultivation

They adapt to a range of situations, but
grow best in deep, well-drained, moist
soil in shade or part-shade. Water freely

Trevesio palmata *Micholitzii




Tiichilio emefica

and prune to size as necessary. They
should be propagated from seed.

Tristaniopsis laurina

Water qum, kanuka

syn. Tristania fouring

A conical tree to 30-50 ft (915 m) high,
the water gum has a smooth, creamy
brown trunk attractively streaked with
gray. The branches start low to the
ground and form a dense canopy. The
leaves are oblong to lance-shaped and
4in (10 em) long. Their upper surfaces
are dark green and the undersides paler;
in colder areas, they turn red. New
leaves are pinkish. It bears clusters of
small, deep yellow flowers, each blossom
rich with nectar. The fruit are round
capsules. ZONES 10-12.

WEINMANNIA

This genus of about 190 species of
evergreen trees and shrubs is found in
Central and South America, Madagascar,
the Malay Archipelago and islands of the
west Pacific. They have opposite, usually
pinnate leaves that may be different in
juvenile and adult stages. The small
white or ye”ow Howers in erect often
showy racemes are followed by a shiny,
reddish brown 2-celled capsule. They are
grown for their attractive foliage, flowers
and fruit and value as shade cover.

Tnstaniopsis lousing

Cultivation

They grow best in slightly acid peaty soil
with good drainage. Light requirements
range from part-shade to full sun. A
plentiful water supply is needed during
the flowering season. They will tolerate
pruning. Propagate from seed or
cuttings.

Weinmannia pinnata

This small tree from Mexico to Brazil and
the West Indies grows to 30 ft (10 m) tall
with downy young branches and pinnate
leaves to 3 in (8 cm) long. The elliptical
leaflets have serrated margins. It bears
small white flowers. ZONES 10-12.

XANTHOSTEMON

The 40 or so species of evergreen trees
of this genus in the myrtle family range
from northeastern Australia through the
Malay Archipelago and New Caledonia.
The leathery oval leaves are glossy dark
green, the new growth often bronze-
pink. The 5-petalled flowers are white,
gold or yellow with long stamens and
are held in clusters at the ends of
branches.

Cultivation

These trees prefer full sun or light shade,
humus-rich soil and plenty of moisture.
Shelter from strong winds is benelicial.
Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Weinmannia pinnata

Xanthosiemon chrysanthus

Black penda

Popular in tropical and subtropical
gardens in Australia, this tree reaches
25 ft (8 m) or so in cultivation, although
it is taller in its native habitat. It bears
showy heads of bright acid-yellow
flowers with masses of long stamens.
The large leaves have a pale green mid-
vein. ZONES 10-12.

YUCCA

The 40 or so species of unusual
evergreen perennials, shrubs and trees in
this genus are found in drier regions of
North America. Often slow growing,
they form rosettes of stiff, sword-like
leaves usually tipped with a sharp spine;
as the plants mature, some species
develop an upright woody trunk, often
branched. Yuccas bear showy, tall
panicles of drooping, white or cream,
bell- to cup-shaped flowers. The fruits
are either ﬂesh_v or dry capsules, but in
most species are rarely seen away [rom
the plants’ native lands as the flowers
must be pollinated by the yucca moth.

Cultivation

Yuccas do best in areas of low humidity;
they prefer full sun and sandy soil with
good drainage. Propagate from seed (if
available), cuttings or suckers.

Yucen elephanfipes

Yucea elephantipes

Spineless yucca, giont yuc

syn. Yucco giganfen

This yucca occurs naturally in southern
Mexico and Central America. It
develops a rough, thick trunk that often
branches and reaches a height of 30 ft
(9 m); in cultivation it is often smaller.
The leaves are 4 ft (1.2 m) long and 3 in
(8 em) wide, shiny dark green with finely
serrated edges. White, often somewhat
drooping, bell-shaped Hlowers are
clustered in large panicles. ZONES 10-12.
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ANACARDIUM

Cashew

Only one species of this genus has been
much cultivated, namely Anacardium
occtdentale, the cashew. Both branches
and foliage have a very awkward, untidy
aspect so the cashew tree is rarely grown
for its ornamental qualities. Stiff sprays
of small pinkish flowers ({'ragramt at
night) are followed by the curious fruits,
consisting of 2 parts. The ‘cashew apple’,
actually a swollen, Heshy stalk, is
colored, edible and up to 4 in (10 cm)
long and 2 in (5 cm) in diameter. Sitting
in its hollowed apex is the true fruit,
curved like the nut, with an outer {leshy
husk containing an extremely acrid,
resinous sap which can badly burn the
skin. The young leaves are also used as
a salad vegetable in some countries but
they are only sweet and edible on
selected trees.

Cultivation

Fast growing when young, cashews can
be grown in the warmer subtropics as
well as the tropics. Propagation is easy
from fresh seed, planted directly into
the ground.

Anacardivm occidentale

Anacardivm occidentale

Growing as tall as 25 [t (8 m) but
usually about half that height with a
spreading, irregular crown, the cashew
produces flowers early in the wet
season; fruit ripen later in the wet.
ZONES 11-12,

ANANAS

Pineapple

As well as its obvious importance as a
commercial crop, this genus of 8 species
of South American bromeliads includes
several ornamental plants grown in sub-
tropical and tropical gardens. They have
large rosettes of narrow, tapering, tough
leaves with sharply toothed or spiny
edges. The flowers, which develop into
the familiar compound [ruit shape, are
usually reddish purple, each backed by
a bract and borne in a crowded head at
the top of a short, stout stem that
emerges from the center of the leal
rosette.

Cultivation

Plant in full sun in fertile, well-drained
soil. They are usually propagated from
the basal suckers that develop on
mature rosettes. Alternatively you can
remove the leafy top from the [ruit and
treat it as a cutting, rooting either it in
soil or water.

Ananas comosus

Pineapple

Cultivated by Central American Indians
for centuries, the pineapple’s wild origin
is believed to be in Brazil. It was praised
by early European visitors as the finest
of all fruit and shipped back to the Old
World. The leaf rosettes are up to 30 in
(75 em) high and 4 ft (1.2 m) wide. The
sword-shaped leaves are viciously edged
with tiny thorns, but recently smooth-
leafed cultivars have been developed. It
has an inflorescence up to 12 in (30 cm)

long with yellow to red bracts and grows
up to 4 [t (1.2 m) tall when in fruit. Fruit
develop in the second year if conditions
are suitable. ‘Porteanus’ has leaves with
a central yellow stripe, while ‘Variegatus’
has leaves with cream marginal stripes
and may develop red tints. ZONES 11-12.

ARTOCARPUS

Best known in the form of one of its
many species, the breadfruit of Captain
Bligh of the Bounty tame, Artocarpus is
actually a very large tropical Asian
genus of evergreen trees. It is closely
related to Ficus, the fig genus, and in fact
many of its species are hard to tell apart
from ﬁgs when not in flower or fruit.
The leaves, bark and twigs exude a
milky sap when damaged, and the
minute, greenish, female flowers are
crowded onto short, fleshy spikes which
after fertilization enlarge into aggre-
gations of fleshy fruit, very large in the
case of the species mentioned below.
Cultivation

Edible-fruited species are cultivated in
the wet tropics. l'hriving best in deep.
fertile, well-drained soil in sheltered

Artocarpus heterophyllus
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positions. Propagation is from seed, or
more commonly from root cuttings or
aerial layers (marcotts), which
perpetuate desirable clones.

Artocarpus heterophyllus

Juckfruit, jaca

This Southeast Asian species is easily
confused with its close relative the
chempedak (Artocarpus integer); both
have similar gigantic, compound fruit
and leathery, unlobed leaves, but the
chempedak’s fruit are sweeter. The
jackfruit grows to 30 ft (9 m) tall with a
single main trunk and dense, rounded
crown of dark green leaves. The fruit
may be up to 24 in (60 cm) long and
weigh up to 40 Ib (18 kg). Their outer
surface is creamy brown with small
conical protuberances, and the sticky

Ananas comosus




Averrhoa carambola

yellow or pink flesh contains many large
brown seeds which are edible, as is the
sweet though malodorous flesh.

ZONES 11-12.

AVERRHOA

The genus consists of only 2 species,
from Southeast Asia. They are close
relatives of Oxalis. These are small trees
with densely twiggy crowns and short
pinnate leaves, some of which yellow
and drop in the dry season. The slightly
fragrant flowers appear in short lateral
clusters from the old wood and the slow-
ripening fruit hang in clusters from the
branches.

Cultivation

The trees are easily grown in full sun,
making fine small shade trees. Propa-
gation is from seed or more commonly
by gralfts or air-layers (marcotts) which
preserve desirable clonal characteristics.

Averrhoa carambola

Carambola, star fruit, five-corner

In cultivation, this species of rather
upright form normally makes a small
tree about 20 ft (6 m) high. The leaflets
of the compound leaves have the curious
habit of folding together after being
touched or at night. It flowers and fruits
through much of the year, but with
major flushes of flower in the middle of
the wet and the middle of the dry season.
The large, ornamental fruit ripen
through pale yellow, when their flavor is
pleasantly acid, to a deep golden orange
color, when they become sweet and
deliciously tangy, reminiscent of the taste
of passionfruit. ZONES 11-12.

CARICA

Papaya, pawpaw

Large, succulent, edible fruits charac-
terize this genus of 22 species from
Central and South America. One
species, Cartca papaya, is grown
throughout the tropics for its large,
sweet fruit, and two or three others
with slightly smaller fruit are cultivated
to a more limited extent. Although
ultimately tree sized, they remain soft
wooded and are short lived. The very
large leaves are mostly deeply lobed in a
snowflake-like pattern. Male and female
flowers are normally borne on separate
trees, but hermaphrodite trees have
been developed in cultivation. The small,
cream, male flowers are in long-stalked
panicles while the larger, fleshy females
are stalkless and solitary. Female flowers
are followed by pointed cylindrical
fruits, which usually become yellow as
l‘he}’ r‘ipcn.

Cultivation

Papayas can only be grown outdoors.
Plant in rich, moist, well-drained soil in
sun or part-shade. Propagate from seed
or Cultings or b_\u' grn&ing.

Cifrus aurantifolio

Carica papaya

This, the true papaya, is widely grown in

tropical areas. It grows up to 20 ft (6 m)
high with a single trunk and a palm-like
head of foliage. The leaves are up to 24 in
(60 cm) across and are carried on 24 in
(60 cm) stems. Young plants fruit most
heavily and it is wise to keep a suc-
cession of plants coming on as replace-
ments. ZONES 10-12.

CITRUS

The number of original wild species in
this genus of evergreen small trees,
originally native in the Southeast Asian
region, is very uncertain as many of the
cultivated forms are probably of ancient
hybrid origin following their domes-
tication, which took place mainly in
China and India. While largely
cultivated for their fruit, citrus plants
have the bonus of looking attractive in
the garden, with glossy evergreen leaves
and fragrant flowers. All citrus can also
be grown in pots, as long as the
containers are large and the citrus are
grown on dwarfing rootstocks.

Cultivation

Very well-drained, friable, slightly acid,
loam soil is best. They need full sun,
l'egulﬂr \\'ﬂtering i\ﬂd pl“(JtL’.Cl‘iOl‘l [Irol'n
wind. Citrus also need regular feeding,

Carico papoyo

including large amounts of nitrogen and
potassium for good fruiting. Prune only
to remove dead, diseased and crossing
wood. Subject to a range of virus
diseases, they can be invaded by many
pests including scale, leaf miner, bronze
orange bug, spined citrus bug and fruit
fly. They are rarely propagated by home
gardeners as this is done by grafting, a
specialist task.

Gitrus aurantifolia

Lime

The flesh and juice of this species have a
stronger acidity and flavor than the
lemon. It is an erect tree growing up to
15-20 ft (4.5-6 m), more irregular and
less ornamental than the lemon and with
spiny branches. The Tahitian lime, the
variety most commonly grown, bears
fruit all year round. The Mexican lime
has smaller fruit with high acidity. It has
a stronger flavor and is a thornier tree
than the Tahitian lime. ZONES 10-12.
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LITCHI

Lychee

This genus consists of just one evergreen
tree from southern China and Southeast
Asia, which is grown throughout the
subtropics for its foliage and delicious
fruit. The lychee is grown commercially
by air layering or grafting of superior
named varieties.

Cultivation

It requires full sun and shelter from
wind, and it prefers deep, moist soil and
regular water. Propagate from seed or by
budding. Trees raised from seed start to
bear fruit after about 5 years.

Litchi chinensis

A graceful, slim-trunked tree, the lychee
reaches a height of 30 ft (9 m) and a
spread of 10-15 ft (3-4.5 m). Bright
green compound leaves, gold or pink
when young, form a low-spreading
crown. Clusters of small, petal-less,

Litchi chinensis

greenish yellow flowers are borne in
abundance, followed by the bright red,
edible fruit which enclose a brown seed.
The fruit contain a sweet whitish pulp
reminiscent in texture and flavor to that
of grapes. ZONES 10-11.

MACADAMIA

Consisting of 11 species, this relatively
small genus from Australia, Sulawesi in
Indonesia and New Caledonia is made
up of small to medium evergreen
rainforest trees. Their leathery, narrow
leaves, usually in whorls of 3 or 4 on the
twigs, have smooth or toothed edges.
They bear small flowers, crowded on
cylindrical spikes, and nuts that take up
to 9 months to mature.

Cultivation

They require sun, plenty of water and
fertile, moist but well-drained soil. They
flower and fruit year-round in the
tropics, usually 5 years after planting.
The best crops come from selected
cultivars commonly grafted onto
seedlings. Propagate from ripe seed.

Macadamia tetraphylla

Rough shell macadamia nut, bopple nut

Growing to about 40 ft (12 m) in height
with a bushy habit when given room,
this handsome tree has pink or white
flowers on long, pendulous spikes. Its
toothed, dark green leaves may be
pl‘icl(l‘y. Th(.‘. l‘\"Cl]._ll'lg bl‘anchlt‘l's dare
pinkish red before darkening with age.
ZONES 10-11.

MANGIFERA

This is a genus of evergreen trees from
India and Southeast Asia. Their dense,
glossy leaves are drooping and tinged
strongly with red when young; this
feature of tropical trees is thought to
protect them from sun and heavy rain.
The fruits, which are drupes, consist of a

big central stone usually containing

3 embryos: the first 2 result from
pollination, the third arises entirely from
the mother tree. If the first 2 are
removed as the seed gcrminales. the
third grows and replicates the parent.
Nonetheless, it is customary to gralt
selected varieties.

Cultivation

These trees tolerate subtropical
conditions, but prefer tropical,
monsoonal climates. Rain at lowering
time can rot the blossoms and ruin the
crop. Plant in full sun in deep, rich soil;
they need protection from strong winds.
Prune when young to encourage a single
trunk. In addition to grafting, they can
be propagated from ripe seed. Check for
fruit fly and fungal diseases.

Mangifera indica

Mango

The mango can grow 80 ft (24 m) tall
and wide, though grafted trees are
normally smaller. The tiny, greenish
flowers are borne in large sprays. The

Mangifera indica
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fruit resemble enormous peaches, though
the skin is smooth, ripening to orange or
red. Seedling trees tend to have furry
seeds, making juice extraction awkward,
and their flavor is often marred by a
bitter aftertaste. Selected cultivars have
superior fruit, sweet to the last, with
smooth pits; ‘Alphonso’ is universally
regarded as the finest. ZONES 11-12,

MUSsA

Banana, plantain

Bananas, originally native to Southeast
Asia are now cultivated throughout the
tropics. Nearly all the edible varieties,
including red and green fruit, entirely
lack seeds. The genus includes several
other important species: Huwa textilis

Macadamia tetraphyllo




Musa > parodisioc

yields strong fiber known as Manila
hemp; others are grown for their
enormous leaves or colored flowers. The
flowers are borne in large terminal
spikes, erect or pendulous depending on
species, the buds enclosed in large
purplish bracts. Female flowers are
borne at the base of the spikes, male
ones further up. Though they often grow
to tree size, they are really giant’
herbaceous perennials; each ‘trunk’ is
composed of leaf bases and, when the
flowering shoot has risen and borne
fruit, it dies.

Cultivation

Some of the smaller species can be
cultivated as house plants or in
greenhouses in temperate climates.
Banana crops require fertile, moist soil
and full sun. Protect from winds, which
will cause new growth to shred.
Propagate from ripe seed or by division
of clumps.

Musa acuminata

Banana

One of the most widespread wild species
in tropical Asia, Huva acuminaia is
believed to be the main parent of most
edible bananas (some classified under
M. X paradisiaca). 1t normally forms a
clump of several false stems up to about
20 ft (6 m) tall, with long arching leaves
and a pendulous flower spike with dull
reddish bracts. The fruit are long and
curved, seedless in cultivated forms. The
cultivar ‘Dwarf Cavendish’ grows only
6—10 ft (1.8-3 m) high with short, broad
leaves. ZONES 10-12,

Musa < paradisiaca

This hybrid name covers the banana
cultivars containing genes of Jfiwa
acuminata and J. balbisiana. Plants are
up to 25 ft (8 m) tall, often flowering
and bearing fruit 18 months or less after
the shoot appears from the rootstock.
‘Lady Finger', 15 ft (4.5 m) tall, is better
suited to domestic gardens, being less
vulnerable to bunchy top virus.

ZONES 10-12.

PASSIFLORA

Many of the species belonging to this
genus are climbers, and detailed
information on the genus is given in the
Climbers & Creepers chapter. However,
Pauviflora edulty, the common passionfruit,
is listed here.

Fassiflora edvlis

Passsionfruit

This species is valued for its glossy,
bright green leaves, purple-white flowers
and flavorsome fruit. It grows to 15 ft
(4.5 m) and has white flowers that are
green beneath. Train on a pergola or
trellis and prune to prevent tangling as
this encourages insect infestation. Pick
fruit when the skin has turned purple

Passiflora edulis

and is still smooth, but do not eat until
the skin is wrinkled. This species is self-
fertile. ZONES 10-12.

TERMINALIA

Most of the species belonging to this
genus are trees, and detailed information
on the genus is given in the Trees
chapter. However, Zerminalia catappa is
treated here as a nut tree.

Terminalia catappa

Indian almond, sea almond, tropical almond

This attractive tree has horizontal, tiered
I.'}l'a.nChES ﬂnd el broad. Hﬂttened Cﬂnop}’
which is often twice as wide as its height
of 60 ft (18 m). The leaves are glossy
green and broadly oval with prominent
veins; as they age they turn bright
orange, then red, and fall at any time of
year, though the tree is never completely
bare. The inconspicuous but lightly
fragrant white flowers are held on spikes
near the ends of branches. They are
Fﬂllo“’ed b}’ yc“O\V [:l‘uit' "Vhich are
tinged with red when ripe; they consist

Terminalia cotoppo

of fibrous flesh surrounding an almond-
like seed of which the kernel is edible,
either raw or roasted. ZONES 11-12.
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AEONIUM

Native to the Canary Islands, the
Mediterranean and northern Africa, this
genus contains 40 species of short-lived,
perennial or shrubby evergreen succu-
lents. The plants develop either as one
large (or several smaller), compact,
stemless rosette, or branch into several
long, thick stems terminating in leaves;
some are more closely branched, with
many smaller rosettes. Attractive, star-
shaped, pink, red, white or yellow
flowers appear in dense pyramidal
sprays, from small to very large, from
the center of the leaf rosettes.

Cultivation

They prefer full sun or partial shade,
light, well-drained soil. Prune off dead
flower panicles after the blooms wither,
although the Howering rosette will
usually die and single-rosette species will
die out completely. Propagate from seed
or stem or leaf cuttings.

Aeonivm tabuliforme

Endemic to Tenerife in the Canary
[slands, this is one of the more striking
species with a single leaf rosette up to

18 in (45 cm) in diameter, and as flat as
a dinner plate. Sitting on a stalk no more
than 8 in (20 cm) high, it consists of

Aeonium tabuliforme

numerous, closely overlapping leaves.
Growth is terminated by the inflores-
cence, about 18 in (45 cm) high,
branching into sprays of yellow flowers,
after which the plant dies. This is a
remarkable species which needs a semi-
shaded position and perfect drainage to
do its best. ZONES 10-11.

AGAVE

Occur‘r'irlg nﬂ.turall‘y in 1}1(3 Cal‘ibbe’dn
region including southern USA, Mexico
and the West Indies, these perennial
succulents are grown for their dramatic,
SWOI‘d~shaped, often 5|1a.rply toothed
leaves and tall flowering stems. The
small species flower only after 5 to 10
}’ears and t]le tﬂ.“er SPECieS mi\}’ till{e Llp
to 40 years to Hower. All agaves flower
only once and then the flowering shoot
dies, leaving offsets (in most species)
which continue the plant’s growth. These
plants are popular for use in Mediter-
ranean styles of landscape design and for
lar‘ge l‘OC](erieS ('l]'ld dl__y Cmbani{mcnts.

Cultivation

Plant in a well-drained, gritty soil in full
sun. All are adapted to surviving very
dry periods. Most species make excellent
container plants. Propagate from offsets
or from seed.

Agove bracteoso

Agave pictn

Agave bracteosa

From northeastern Mexico, this species
has stemless rosettes with narrow, re-
curving yellow-green leaves, up to 30 in
(75 cm) long, that taper into a fine, soft
point. It normally suckers from the base
before producing a narrow, unbranched
spike of pale yellow flowers that open
progressively from the base over a long
period. ZONES 10-12.

Agave picta

This large agave from Mexico is similar
to, and often confused with Agave amer:-
cana. Agave picta is known mostly as a
variegated form with cream marginal
bands on the leaves. The thick, dark
green, sword-shaped leaves are about

6 ft (1.8 m) long, their edges closely
armed with strong, mostly hooked
spines. The flowering stem is very
similar to that of A. americana but even
taller, up to 35 ft (10.5 m). ZONES 10-12.

Agave stricta

Hedgehog agave

This is another Mexican species with
very narrow, rigid leaves, the rosettes
often grow into a c|ump when mature.
The unbranched flowering spike reaches

Agave stricto

a height of 6-10 ft (1.8-3 m). It has
reddish, once-only flowers. The tapering
leaves have finely toothed margins and
are tipped with sharp, black spines,
which may cause injury if the plant is
badl_y positioned. One of the smaller
species, it may flower when only 6-8
years old. ZONES 10-12.

ALOE

Occurring wild in Africa, Madagascar
and the Arabian Peninsula, this genus of
succulent-leafed planls consists of over
300 species, including trees, shrubs and
perennials. All are evergreen, mostly
with distinct rosettes of sword-shaped
leaves l'et‘minaling the stem or branches.
Leaves vary greatly between species in
size, color, degree of succulence, and
presence and distribution of prickles on
the margins or faces. The flowers are
tubular to narrowly bell-shaped, borne
in long-stemmed spikes on which they
open progressively from the base. These
are followed by oval fruits which are
-2 in (0.6-5 cm) long, usually ripening
from green to brown. Aloes hybridize
quite freely; some attractive examples
include Aloe upeciosa X A. ferox and

A. uplendens X A, upeciova.



Aloe olooides

Cultivation

Nearly all aloes prefer a warm dry climate
and well-drained soil. The larger species
of aloes can be grown in full sun, the
smaller ones in part-shade. Propagation
is from offsets or stem cuttings. Infest-
ation by mealybug can be a problem.

Aloe alooides

From eastern Transvaal, this aloe has a
short, unbranched trunk up to 6 ft (1.8 m)
high, usually half-hidden by dead leaves
and topped by a dense rosette of narrow,
deeply channeled leaves with small teeth
on their red-tinged margins. It bears
yellow-green tubular flowers on 3-4 ft
(1-1.2 m) tall spikes. ZONES 10-11.

Aloe buhrii

This African evergreen has sword- or
triangular-shaped leaves that grow to 16
in (40 cm). Foliage is tinged a bluish red
color. It bears clusters of green-tipped,
orange or red bell-shaped flowers, as well
as brown seed capsules. ZONES 10-11.

Aloe buhrii

Aloe rupestris

syn. Aloe pycnantha

This tree-like succulent from
Mozambique and Natal, South Africa,
reaches a height of up to 25 ft (8 m). It
bears small orange and yellow flowers.
Leaves are deep green, narrow, up to
30 in (75 cm) long, with small, red-
brown teeth along the pink margins.
ZONES 10-11.

Aloe sessiliflora
This species is native to Transvaal and

Natal, South Africa. It has a large rosette

with a central flower spike growing to
30 1n (75 cm) tall. The leaves are green
with red margins, the color spreading
with age; it produces red flowers.
ZONES 10-11.

Aloe speciosa

This is a large aloe, reaching as high as
20 ft (6 m) with age in its native Cape
Province, South Africa. Usually the
trunk is unbranched and almost hidden
by old dead leaves; it terminates in a
dense rosette of fleshy dull green
leaves 30 in (75 ¢cm) long, with pale
red margins and teeth. The short spikes
of dcnsel‘\! packed Howers are red in
bud opening to greenish white.

ZONES 10-11.

Aloe speciosa

Aloe spectabilis

syn. Aloe ferox var. xanthostachys

A tree-like succulent from Natal in
South Africa, this species varies in
height from 6-12 ft (1.8-3.5 m), its blue-
green leaves have a reddish sheen and
spiny surfaces. It bears red flowers.
ZONES 10-11.

Aloe spectabilis

ARIOCARPUS

Living rack

This genus consists of about 6 species of
bizarre, slow-growing cacti from arid
hills of southern Texas and Mexico.
They have no spines and their gray or
green, overlapping tubercles are so well
t‘]eveioped that they almost look like little
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agave leaves in some species, or like
roughened pebbles in others. Some have
tufts of downy hairs on the top of the
plant or at the ends of the tubercles. The
flowers, often quite showy, can be cream
through yellow to pink or purplish.

Cultivation
Unless your garden is in a desert, they
will need to be grown under glass, in

Ariocarpus refusus

Ariocarpus frigonus

strong light and in a very open cactus
mixture kept virtually dry except in the
growing season. Propagate from seed.

Ariocarpus retusus

Native to northern Mexico, this slow-
growing species develops into a broad,
brownish plant up to 10 in (25 cm) wide
with triangular, grayish tubercles that
terminate in strong, bony points. In
nature the plant is usually half-buried in
the soil. The smallish flowers, emerging
at the plant's apex and opening only
during the day, are white with pink
midlines on the petals. ZONES 10-11.

Ariocarpus frigonus

From northern Mexico this compact
cactus, up to 4 in (10 cm) high and 6 in
(15 cm) across, has large, pointed,
3-angled, grayish green tubercles and
bears showy, apricot-tinted cream
flowers 2 in (5 cm) across in a ring
around the top of the plant, which is
virtually bare of wood. ZONES 10-11.

ASTROPHYTUM

This popular genus contains 6 species of
slow-growing cacti, all native to Mexico.
They differ in size and their form varies
from star-shaped —hence the Greek
genus name (star-plant) —to elongated
or globular. The mostly unbranched
plants are divided into 5 to 10 promi-
nent, smooth ribs, some covered in thick
hair, others patterned with minute white
scales. The large flowers with shiny,
lemon-yellow to golden yellow petals,
sometimes red at the base, appear from
the top of the plant.

Cultivation

The plants prefer porous, alkaline soil
and full sun. They should be kept fairly
dry except during the growing season.
Propagate from seed. The tops of older
plants can be grafted onto a hardier
cactus, and the truncated base will then
sprout new growths which can be rooted
as cuttings.

Astrophytum asterias

Sea urchin cactus, sand dollar cactus

Resembling a sea urchin, this grayish
green, globular, spineless cactus grows to
no more than 3 in (8 ecm) high and 4 in
(10 cm) wide. It has smooth, vertical

ribs with little white areoles and is
covered with [ine white scales. It bears
vellow flowers with orange-red centers.
ZONES 10-11.

Astrophytum myriostigma

Bishop’s cap, bishop’s miter

Also quite spineless, this odd-looking
species grows up to 12 in (30 cm) high
and 4 in (10 ecm) wide. It has a grayish
green body divided into 4 to 8 prominent
ribs and typically is densely covered
with tiny, white scales. It bears glossy
yellow blooms. It is quite variable and a
number of varieties have been named.
Astropbytum myriostigma var. quadricostata

Astrophytum osterios

Astophytum myriostigma



Asirophytum omafum

is distinctive for the fatness of each of its
4 ribs, separated only by shallow
grooves. ZONES 10-11.

Astrophytum ornatum

One of the most commonly grown cacti
in cultivation, this cylindrically shaped
species has 5 to 8 rather sharp ribs
lined with yellow spines. Small white
scales on the ribs are arranged in
interesting patterns, varying in densit._\r.
It grows to 15 in (38 em) high and 6 in
(15 cm) wide. It bears yellow flowers.
ZONES 10-11.

CHAMAECEREUS

Peanut cactus

If recognized as distinct, this genus
consists of enly one species, native to
northern Argentina. However, many
botanists now prefer to treat the peanut
cactus as just another species of the large
genus FLichinopsio. It is a clustering cactus
with slender, weak stems that flop over
as they elongate and become prostrate or
pendulous. The small, weak spine
clusters are cluscl_v spuced and give the
stems a whitish appearance. It has

(hamoecereus silvestri

showy orange or red flowers that open
wide in the sun.

Cultivation

This is an easily grown cactus, popular
as an indoor and balcony plant and well
suited to hanging baskets as well as pots.
Grow in well-drained soil in a sunny
spot and watch for infestations of mealy-
bug, scale insects and spider mite.
Propagate from offsets or seed.

Chamaecereus silvestrii

syns Echinopsis chamaecereus, Lobivio silvestrii

This well-known cactus is composed of
clusters of initially erect, finger-sized
stems tllﬂ.t are Pﬂ]@ grﬁ'l—;‘n ‘Vith numerous
soft, white bristles. Established plants
can reach a height of 6 in (15 cm) and
width of 12 in (30 em), with many
crowded stems. From an early age it
flowers freely indoors if conditions suit it,
producing vivid orange-red blooms about
2 in (5 cm) in diameter. ZONES 10-12.

CRASSULA

This diverse genus comprises about 300
species of annuals, perennials and ever-
green shrubs, nearly all with succulent

leaves. The great majority of species,
including many of extreme succulent
form, are confined to southern Africa.
They range in habit from tiny prostrate
or clump-forming plants to erect shrubs
as much as 12 t (3.5 m) high. A fairly
constant feature is the arrangement of’
the leaves in opposite pairs, sometimes
joining at the base around the stem.
Flowers are grouped in terminal clusters
or panicles and are only showy in a
minority of species. The genus lends its
name to the large family Crassulaceae.
Cultivation

Some of the more vigorous growers are
tough, adaptable plants which will
survive with almost no attention in pots,
tubs or window boxes as long as soil is
not waterlogzed. At the other end of the
scale are some of the more dwarf succu-
lent South African species, which are
grown mainly by succulent collectors
willing to meet their specialized require-
ments. Propagate from stem or leal
cuttings, or from seed.

Crassula perfoliata

Propeller plant

Native to southeastern South Africa,
this interesting species is rather
variable, some of its varieties having
formerly been treated as distinct species.
Stems are erect, branching from the base
and up to about 3 [t (1 m) |'|ig|1. The
long, fleshy leaves are in opposite pairs.
In Cravnda perfoliata var. perfoliata they
are green and channelled, and are 4-6 in
(1015 cm) long, arranged in alternating
planes and rather drooping. In C. p. var.
minor (syn. Crawula falcata) they are pale
gray-green and shaped like curved knife
blades standing on edge; their bases
overlap and all the leaves are squashed
into one plane. It has dense terminal
panicles of quite showy deep red
flowers. ZONES 10-11.

Crossulo perfoliata vor. minor

Crassula plegmatoides

This species comes from Namaqualand
in South Africa and extending into
adjacent Namibia. It is only about 6 in
(15 em) high and has tiny blue-green,
triangular leaves that are so tightly
crowded they form a 4-angled column.
It bears sprays of very small white
Howers. ZONES 10-11.
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Crassvla pruinosa

syn. Crossulo scabrello

Native to southwestern Cape Province
and reaching a height of 4 in (10 cm),
this small species has green /-1 in
(12-25 mm) long leaves with a waxy
whitish bloom. [t has white bell-shaped
Hlowers. ZONES 10-11.

ECHINOPSIS

Sea urchin cactus

syn. Tichocereus, Lobivia

This popular genus contains up to 120
species of cacti native to South America.
Ranging from single, globe-shaped stems
to readily colonizing, columnar and even
tree-like plants, these cacti are mostly
densely covered with spines and have
pronounced ribs. Many species are
valued for their funnel-shaped, brilliantly
colored flowers, up to 8 in (20 ecm) long.
Some bloom at night and are very short
lived. There are numerous hybrids.

Echinopsis oxygana

Cultivation

In the garden they require full sun, a
rich, well-drained soil and should be
watered sparingly. In pots, use a [ree-
draining cactus potting mix. Propagate
I."I”DITI SCCd il]'ld D["["SCtS.

Echinopsis oxygona

Easter lily cactus, barrel cactus

syn. Echinopsis muliplex

Originating in Brazil, this spherical,
ﬂ’lulti-brﬂ.l’lched cactus grﬂ\’t'S to ﬂhﬂut
6in (15 cm) in maturity and with age
forms dense clumps up to 3 ft (1 m) in
diameter. The stems are covered with
brown, black-tipped spines; these sprout
Ft‘agl‘anl'. pil‘lkisl‘l \Vhitc HO\’VCI‘S ["rom thC
tips. ZONES 10-12.

EUPHORBIA

Milkweed, spurge

The genus is a very large one with close
to 2,000 species, among them annuals,
herbaceous perennials, shrubs and
numerous SUCCU]EHT SpeCiES l‘}'la.t at ﬁl'st
sight look remarkably like cacti. This

(rossuln pruinosa

variety of forms has suggested to many
botanists that the genus should be
divided; but the flowers of all species are
almost identical in structure. They are
very much reduced, consisting of only a
stigma and a stamen, always green, and
usually carried in small clusters. Many
Sp{fcics h;l\-’e Shﬂw ]:’]"EIC[S. these are lhe
most widely cultivated; examples include
Luphorbia cognata and E. 'Excalibur’. All
euphorbias have milky sap which is
corrosive to sensitive areas of the skin;
some can cause temporary blindness if
Sﬂp contacts thE e_}-’ES.

Cultivation

Plant species of Euphorbia in sun or part-
shade in moist, well-drained soil. Propa-
gate from cuttings, allowing succulent
species to dry and callus before placing
in barely damp sand, or by division or
from seed.

Fuphorbia cooperi
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Euphorbia canariensis

This erect, tree-like succulent from the
Canar_}" [Slandﬂ normall‘y gI‘O“’S to
about 8 ft (2.4 m) tall and forms large
clumps or colonies of sharply angled
and spiny, bright green stems. Cup-
shaped, reddish green floral bracts are
produced. This makes a fascinating
specimen plant for the desert garden.
ZONES 10-11.

Euphorbia cooperi

This tree-like succulent has branches
that grow at right angles to the stem,
then curve upwards like a candelabrum.
The branches are usually 4- or 5-angled
and have paired spines along the ridges.
Yellowish flowers are clustered along
the ridges between the spines.

ZONES 9-11.

Euphorbia canariensis
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Euphatbia punicea

Euphorbio obesa

Euphorbia knuthii

This species, a dwarf succulent native to
Mozambique and South Africa, features
gray-green stripes on its light-green,
S—ang]ed, Sinuﬂte stems. Il iS thicl{ened

at its base and bears short brown thorns.

ZONES 10-11.

Euphorbia obesa

Gingham golf ball, baseball plant

Almost perfectly spherical at first,
becoming slightly elongated with age,
this unusual succulent is native to South
Africa. It grows up to 8 in (20 cm) tall
and 6 in (15 em) in diameter, and is
quite spineless. The pale green stem has
8 almost flat ribs and red-brown
horizontal and vertical lines making a
checkered pattern similar to gingham.
Small, yellow-green, cup-shaped flowers
appear at the apex. ZONES 10-11.

Euphorbia punicea

This evergreen species is native to
Jamaica, Cuba and the Bahamas. It has
gray-green branches ascending from the
stem and growing up to 18 in (45 cm).
The plant’s total height at maturity is 3 ft
(1 m). It has red flowerheads. The
foliage is green and lance-shaped, with
the broadest part of the leaf above the
middle. ZONES 10-12.

Euphorbia schimperi

From southern Arabia, this shrubby
succulent grows to 6 [t (1.8 m) high. Its
tiny leaves are oblong. Not often found
in cultivation, material sold with this
name is more likely to be Euphorbia
nubica. ZONES 10-12.

Euphorbia firvcalli

Caustic hush, pencil euphorbia

This generally shrubby succulent is from
eastern i‘.nd Sout[‘ler:‘l f\'il'i(:a das “’C“ as
the Arabian peninsula. Once used as a
source of latex, it grows to a height and
spread of about 15 ft (4.5 m), its twiggy
stems bearing tiny, deciduous leaves.
The flowers are minute and insignificant.
ZONES 10-12.

FURCRAEA

This genus closely allied to Agave consists
ol about 12 species of perennial succu-
lents with terminal or basal rosettes of
sword-shaped, long fleshy leaves. It
bears large panicles of broad, short-
tubed flowers. Bulbils are often borne
between the flowers. These plants occur
naturally in semi-arid regions of the
West Indies and Central and South
America. They are suitable for large rock
gardens or desert gardens.

Cultivation
Grow in a very well-drained soil in full
sun. Propagate from seed or by division.
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Furcraea selloa var, marginafa

Furcraea selloa var. marginata

The leaves of this species grow to 3 ft

(I m) or more in length. They have a
sharp tip and pale yellow margins with
widely spaced, hooked spines. The
panicles, to 20 ft (6 m) high, bear faintly
scented, greenish white, bell-shaped
lowers. ZONES 10-12.

HYLOCEREUS

Queen of the night

This genus comprises 20 species of
climbing epiphytic cacti, indigenous to
Mexico and parts of Central America.
Some of these are commonly used as
grafting stock. The broadly winged or
flattened stems grow to 4 in (10 cm)
across. The large flowers, which open at
night, are white and funnel-shaped.

Cultivation

Grow these cacti in sun in very well-
drained, acid soil. They are most
vulnerable to caterpillars, mealybug and
scale insects. Propagate from seed or
cultings‘

Hylocereus polyrhizus

This species is native to Colombia and
Panama in South America. Its 1% in

(35 mm) thick, reddish green stems bear
long, light brown spines. This cactus

Hylocereus polyrhizus

produces large cream flowers opening
from red buds. ZONES 11-12.

KALANCHOE

This genus, native to subtropical and
tropical Africa and Madagascar, with a
scattering of species in Asia, consists of
150 species of perennial succulents,
climbers or shrubs. These vary from
small, leafy succulents to tree-like
shrubs. They are mainly valued for their
decorative foliage. Plants grow from 6 in
(15 cm) to 12 ft (3.5 m) high and bear
white, yellow or orange to brown, red or |
purple, tubular or bell-shaped flowers,
followed by small seed-bearing capsules.

Cultivation

These succulents need full sun or part-
shade and well-drained soil. Propagate
from stem or leaf cuttings, seed or pot
up plantlets that may form along leaf
margins.

Kalanchoe blossfeldiana

Flaming Katy

This small, shrubby African species
reaches 12 in (30 e¢m) high and wide. Its

Kalonchoe blossfeldiona

multiple, upstretched branches are
covered with round to rectangular, deep
green leaves with red margins and
notched tips. It bears thick racemes of
small, deep red, cylindrical flowers; culti-
vated strains may be pink, yellow and
also orange. It requires part-shade, and
is a popular pot plant. ZONES 10-12.

Kalanchoe grandiflora

syn. Kalanchoe nyikae

Originating in East Africa, this succulent
grows to 3 ft (1 m) tall on an erect stem
in its native habitat. The foliage is blue-
green with oval-shaped leaves. It bears
attractive, small, yellow, tubular flowers.
ZONES 11-12.

Kalonchoe grondifiora
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Kalanchoe pumila

This small succulent shrub is native to
central Madagascar and grows to a
height of 4-8 in (10-20 cm). It has a
creeping habit and its green, ovate leaves
are offset by small, urn-shaped Howers

Katonchoe pumila

Kalanchoe thyrsiflora

that are reddish violet in color. The plant
prefers part-shade. ZONES 11-12.

Kalanchoe thyrsiflora

This species is native to South Africa
and grows to 24 in (60 cm) tall.
Rounded whitish leaves, often with
faintly red margins, are up to 6 in

(15 cm) long; the young growth is bright
red. Kalanchoe thyrstflora dies after
producing clusters of yellow, tubular
flowers. ZONES 11-12.

Kalanchoe tomentosa

Panda plant, pussy ears

This erect, succulent, sh[‘ubb_\.-' Mada-
gascﬂn SPECiES g[‘O‘VS grﬂduﬂ.”‘\-’ to 3 l"t

(1 m) tall with a spread of 8 in (20 cm).
Its spoon-shaped, light gray-green leaves,
covered with white felt, often have rusty
brown spots along the margins. It bears
vellowish green flowers tinged with

Kalonchoe fomentosa

purple on the lobes, although f]m&-’el‘ing
is rare in cultivation. ZONES 11-12,

SANSEVIERIA

Bowstring hemp, snake plunt

Native to India, Indonesia and Africa,
these 60 species of popular and resilient
E\-’E]‘green Pel'en nia]s are gl‘()“-'n FOI‘

their stiff, fleshy, patterned leaves which
are 12-24 in (30-60 cm) tall. They bear
stems of greenish white, slightly fragrant
Aowers. In Africa the fibers are used to
make hemp.

Cultivation

Species of Sansevieria will tolerate sun or
shade and most soil types; over-watering
may cause I‘Dtting at the ]Eﬂ[" bﬂSES :Ll'lC] at

the roots. Propagate from leaf cuttings
or by division.

Sansevieria pearsonii
The central fan of this species from
tropical Africa produces 3 to 5 leaves up

Sansevieria pearsonii

to 3 ft (1 m) tall. They are dark mottled
green, thinly cylindrical, and taper to a
white tip. The flowers have a wattle-like
scent. ZONES 10-12.
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ASCOCENTRUM

This genus consists of 5 species of
epiphytic orchids closely allied to Vanda,
ranging in the wild from the Himalayan
foothills to the Philippines. They have
short, erect stems bearing 2 rows of
closely overlapping short, strap-like
leaves. The flowers are rather small,
clustered on short stalks but in brilliant
hues ranging from yellow to red, orange
and purple. More widely grown are
bigeneric hybrids with vandas

(X Auscocenda), the ascocentrums
contributing red and orange coloring.

Ascocenfrum Hybrid, Kwo Geok Choo

Ascacentrum Hybrid, Thoi Gold

Cultivation

These orchids require bright, indirect
light. Plant them in very coarse, open,
free-draining potting mix. Water and
feed well during the growing and
flowering season. Propagate from basal
offsets.

Ascocentrum Hybrids

This is a range of hybrids raised from
some of the species of Avcocentrum, com-
monly grown in places such as Singapore
for the cut Hower trade. Typical
examples of these hybrids are the ones
pictured here, Kwa Geok Choo and Thai
Gold. ZONES 11-12.

BRASSAVOLA

This genus contains up to 20 species of
epiphytic or rock-dwelling orchids. They
are found in Central and South America
from sea level to as high as 6,000 ft
(1,800 m). Flowering stems, carrying
only one or up to 7 blooms, are produced
from the top of a slender pseudobulb,
from which also arises the single, fleshy
leal’ which can be almost circular in
cross-section. White, ivory or green in
color, the flowers may be as wide as 6 in
(15 em). The species formerly known as
Brassaveola dighyana, which has been
crossed with Caltlt:yas to prclcluce the
many beautiful X Brasocattleya hybrids,
is now placed in the genus Rbyncholaclia.

Cultivation

Best grown in an orchid house, they
need moist, humid conditions and strong
light all year. Grow in baskets with a
very coarse orchid mix or on a bark slab.
Water when growing, applying very
dilute fertilizer with every third
watering. As soon as new pseudobulbs
are fully expanded, withhold water for
up to a month. Propagate by division
when plants fll their pots.

Brassavola nodosa

Lady of the night

The best known member of the genus,
this orchid earns its common name from
its sweet fragrance, which walts about
mostly at night. Brawavola nodosa makes
a dense clump, with cylindrical leaves
that look like green extensions ol the
pseudobulbs. The pendent sprays of
white or white and pale green flowers
with large white labellum can appear at
any time. ZONES 10-12.

BRASSIA

Spider orchid

Around 25 species belong to this genus
of easily grown epiphytic orchids from
Central and South America and the
West Indies. The plants form large
clumps of cylindrical to conical pseudo-
bulbs which arise at intervals from
creeping rhizomes, each pseudobulb
bearing 1 to 3 large, leathery leaves.
They produce long, gracefully arching
sprays of spidery flowers with long
narrow petals and sepals.

Cultivation

Brassias are happy growing outdoors.
They are among the easiest of orchids to
grow as house plants. Brassias can be
allowed to dry out a little after flowering.
Propagate by division, but leave the
plants undivided for years as they flower
most freely when allowed to build up
into sizeable chllnps,

Brassia verrucosa

The most popular member of the genus
in cultivation, this species makes a clump
of elongated pseudobulbs with leaves up
to 18 in (45 c¢m) long and 2 in (5 cm)
wide, above which horizontally arching
flower spiices about 24 in (60 cm) long
arise. The flowers are greenish white or
cream with petals and sepals up to 6 in
(15 cm) long, darker spotted at their

Brassio verrucosa

Brossovolo nodosa

base and on the short triangular labellum.
They are very fragrant, though the
hea\"‘_\" Spic‘_\! per"u'ne t]"lal' dE\"ClOPS as
lhe_.\-' age is not to cvcryone's liking.
ZONES 10-12.

CATTLEYA

The archetypal glamorous orchid flower
is a cattleya, or one of its many hybrids
with other orchid genera; Cattleya Angel
Heart ‘Pink Cloud’ and C. Little Susie
‘Orchid Glen' exemplify the beauty of
these plants. The genus has between 40
and 60 species (depending on which
botanical classification you follow) of



200 ORCHIDS

(offleya, Bifoliate Hybrid, Chocolote Drop

Catileya bowringiona

epiphytes from Central and South
America, and from these countless

hybrids have been bred. Just about every

color but blue is available. The flower
characteristically has 3 fairly narrow
sepals, in front of which are 2 broader
upper petals often with frilled edges, and

a showy central lip or labellum with frilled
margin and variously marked and spotted,
its edges folded over behind to form a
tube. The plants have creeping rhizomes
and narrow, erect pseudobulbs: in one
group of species (the bifoliate cattleyas)
there are 2 broad leaves arising [rom the
top of each pseudobulb; in the other
group (l‘hc unilblial‘es) l]wrc 18 cml__v one
leaf, usually narrower and more erect.
The Hower sprays, 1 or 2 to as many as
10 flowers, arise from the tops of the
pseudobulbs. Many cattleya hybrids in
the broad sense have other related genera
in their parentage —for example, X
Brassocattleya, X Braswolacliocattleya, X
Laeliocattleya, X Sophrolacliocattleya.
Cultivation

All prefer good light but not strong
sunshine and a coarse potting mix. They

are ]_)I'()].'}Elgﬂ.l’e(l IJ_\-' t“\r’iSiUI'I..

Cattleya, Bifoliate Hybrids

Cluster cattleya

Most of these cultivars have rather small
flowers in clusters. They can be grown
out of doors and can be planted to good
effect on low branches of trees, if the
canopy is light and open. Colors range
from white through pink to magenta
with some in the yellow to coral range,
showing a genetic inheritance from the
dainty orange-colored Cattleya aurantiaca.
Chocolate Drop, which is an eye-
catching hybrid grex between C.
aurantiaca and C. guttata, is of such a
deep, glossy maroon color it almost looks
lilke chocolate. It has a small Hlower and
grows to 18 in (45 cm) in height. It was
raised in the 1960s. Fascination, which is
a hybrid grex between Cattleya intermedia
and C. Irma, was also raised in the
1960s. The plant is about 24 in (60 cm)
high and the 2% in (6 cm) wide flowers
are pa|c mauve in color. ZONES 10-12.

Cattleya bowringiana

This delightful bifoliate cattleya from
Central America is easy to grow. The
pseudobu“‘;s are up to 24 in (60 cm)

Cattleyn deckeri
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long and bear sprays of up to 15 flowers
that are 3 in (8 cm) wide and deep pink
in color. It looks best when allowed to
make a large clump, when it will bloom
profusely. It is the parent of several
hybrids, some of which are optimistically
described as ‘blue’. ZONES 10-12.

Cattleya deckeri

syn. Catfleya guatemalensis

A bifoliate cattleya of fairly compact
growth and with small flowers, Cattleya
deckert is widely distributed around the
Caribbean from Mexico to the Guianas
and on West Indian islands. Each
pseudobulb bears a small number of 2 in
(5 cm) wide flowers with rather narrow
reddish purple petals and sepals and a
deeper purple labellum. ZONES 10-12.

Cuttleya Queen Sirikit ‘Summer Stars’

White cattleyas are favorite wedding
flowers and this one is as lovely as any
bride could desire. It is a purebred
cattleya, with no Laelta or Rhyncolaclia
blood, and grows in cooler temperatures
than many hybrid cattleyas usually
require. ZONES 10-12.

Coffteya Queen Sirikit ‘Summer Stars’
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Cattleya skinneri

Flower of San Sebastian

This beautilul cattleya is the national
[lower of Costa Rica, though its range in
the wild is more extensive: from
southern Mexico to Venezuela. It is a
bifoliate species, with thick pseudobulbs
up to 15 in (30 em) high and a spike of
up to 12 flowers to 3 in (8 em) wide.
Color is normally rose-pink to purple,
sometimes with a white or cream
labellum with orange in the throat; white
forms are also grown. It can be grown
into a Iurgc clump. ZONES 10-12.

Catfleya skinneri

COELOGYNE
This genus of epiphytic orchids, allied to
Cymbedinm, from tropical Asia and the
Pacific Islands consists of over 100
species, though relatively few are in
general cultivation. They have short, fat
pseudobulbs, sometimes very smooth
and cylindrical, closely to widely spaced
on a creeping rhizome. Each pseudobulb
bears one or two leathery leaves.
Flowering stems come from bases of
pseudobulbs and are usually arching or
pendulous, though sometimes with a
single flower on]y. The Howers come in
many shapes and sizes, mostly in shades
of green, cream, brown and dull purple,
sometimes pure w hite, often with orange
markings on the labellum (lip).

Cultivation

Many of the coelogynes will grow into
large, bulky plants, producing numerous
sprays of blooms. They like a fairly
coarse, soil-free compost and plenty of
water while they are in active growth.
However, they demand dormant rest if
they are to flower freely. Propagation is
by division after they have flowered.

Coelogyne cristata
Angel orchid
From the Himalayan hills, the angel
orchid is the most popular member of
the genus, and is one of the loveliest of
all orchids. It makes a fine specimen
plant with dozens of short sprays of
scented white lowers touched with go]d
on the lip, among glossy deep green
leaves. Cool growing, it likes shade and
is one of the easiest orchids to grow as a
house plant. ZONES 10-11.

Coelogyne pandurata

Black orchid

The purple-black is only on the labellum;
otherwise the scented, spidery flowers
are pale green or yellowish green. They

Coelogyne pondurata

are borne on short arching sprays of a
few blooms, among large leaves which
spring from egg-shaped pseudobulbs.
From Borneo and the Malay Peninsula,
it prefers intermediate conditions.
Coelogyne mayertana is the same in most
respects to C. pandurata except for its
slighl‘ly broader labellum. ZONES 10-11.

DENDROBIUM

This is one of the largest genera of
orchids with about 1,200 species
occurring in Australia, New Zealand,
Fiji, Papua New Guinea, India and
across China to southern Japan. They
grow from hot steamy tropical lowlands
to altitudes of 10,000 ft (3,000 m) and in
semi-arid conditions. They grow
epiphytically, on rocks and even in
swampy ground, so it is difficult to
generalize about cultivation. Clump
formers make fat pseudobulbs; those
with |0ng, stem-like psc*.udobulbs often
carry their flowers in sprays in the axils
of the fallen leaves. These latter dendro-
biums are divided into ‘hard’ (upright)
and ‘soft-caned’ (floppy) types, but the

Dendrobivm densiflorum

distinctions are not very consistent.
There are innumerable hybrids, both
natural and cultivated. It is likely that
the genus will be split up in the near
future and many familiar names will be
found under other genera.

Cultivation

For warm-growing species the
temperature should not drop below
about 60°F (15°C). A very well-drained
mixture of bark and charcoal, often with
a little added sphagnum moss, is
preferred and most species should be
given a dry resting period i good
flowering is required. Dendrobiums
resent disturbance. Most species should
be repotted when the new shoots appear.
Plants may be divided at this time;
cuttings may also be taken. Watch for
attack by spider mite, aphid and
mealybug.

Dendrobium densiflorum

This spectacular epiphytic orchid is
native to the Himalayas, Burma,
Vietnam and Thailand. It forms dense
clumps of erect, 4-angled pseudobulbs
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up to 20 in (50 cm) long with 3 to 5
narrowly elliptic leaves near the top.
Pendent racemes to 10 in (25 cm) long
bear many yellow flowers with fringed
golden orange centers. It prefers partly
shaded conditions with plenty of water
in the wet season and a dry rest period.
ZONES 10-11.

Dendrobium formosum

From the Himalayas and Burma, this
epiphytic orchid has erect cylindrical
pseudobulbs up to 18 in (45 cm) long with
leathery leaves about 5 in (12 cm) long.
The large white flowers with an orange-
yellow lip, up to 5 in (12 cm) across, are
borne in small racemes. It is one of the
parents of many lovely hybrids including
‘Fire Coral’ which has waxy white petals
with a bright orange-red patch on the
lower half of the lip. ZONES 10-11.

Dendrobivm formosum ‘Fire Coral

Dendrobivm lawesii

A native of New Guinea, this orchid has
pendent pseudobulbs to 18 in (45 cm)
long bearing thin-textured oval leaves to
2Y% in (6 cm) long. The white, red,
orange, yellow or mauve flowers are
produced on short racemes throughout
the year. ZONES 11-12,

Dendrobivm lindleyi

syn. Dendrobivm aggregatum

This is a small-growing species of wide
distribution in mountains of Southeast
Asia. The pseudobulbs are tightly
crowded, small, spindle-shaped to 3 in
(8 cm) long with a Sing|e, leallwry leaf
up to 6 in (15 cm) long. The
inflorescences are 4-12 in (10-30 cm)
long and pendulous with 5 to 15 Hlowers,
each about 2 in (5 cm) across, fragrant
and lasting more than a week. It requires

strong light and is best grown on a slab
of wood or cork. ZONES 10-11.

Dendrobivm rhodostictum
This orchid from Papua New Guinea
and the Solomon Islands may be

terrestrial or epiph_l\rtic. It has club-

Dendrobivm lawesii

Dendrobivm rhodostictum
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shaped pseudobulbs to 10 in (25 ¢cm)
|0ng with 2 or 4 lance-shaped leaves
near the top. Racemes, arising near
the apex, carry slight]y pcndcnl
white flowers with purple spots or
mar](ings on the cdgcs of the |ip.
ZONES 11-12.

Dendrobivm lindleyi




Dendrobium signatum

syn. Dendrobivm hildebrondii

This is a medium-sized orchid from
mainland Southeast Asia with long,
slender and pendulous pseudobulbs. The
inflorescences are borne on the lealless
stems with 2 or 3 lowers about 3 in

(8 cm) across on each short stalk. The
plants require intermediate to warm
conditions with heavy watering du ring
the growing season, but this should be
greatly reduced in the dry season.
ZONES 10-11.

Dendrobivm tavrinum

This large epiphyte occurs in the
Philippines where it grows on low trees
in mangrove forests. The pseudobulbs
are crowded, cane-like and up to 3 ft

(1 m) or more long and | in (25 mm) in
diameter. The leaves are about 3 in

(8 cm) long by 2 in (5 em) wide. The
inflorescences are up to 24 in (60 cm)
long with numerous purple-pink, white
and greenish colored flowers, each about
2% in (6 cm) long. Dendrobium taurinum

Dendrabiom tourinum

should be kept warm and moist through-
out the year. ZONES 11-12.

Dendrobivm, Yamamoto Hybrids

These solt-caned dendrobiums have
undergone a great deal of development
in recent years by Japanese gardeners.
The general name, Yamamoto hybrids,
has been given to their creations, which
are distinctive for their elegant shape
and clear, brilliant colors. ZONES 10-11.

DENDROCHILUM

Rice orchid, golden chain orchid

There are around 150 species in this
genus, which occurs from Thailand to
Papua New Guinea with the Philippines
and Borneo being particularly rich. Most
are epiphytes and most grow in the cloud
forests of mountains. Dendrochilums
generally have long pendulous inflores-
cences with many small fragrant star-
shaped, usually yellow flowers. The in-
lorescences arise Irom the apex of the
pseudobulbs, which are crowded and
squat with 1 or 2 long and broad leaves.

Cultivation

These orchids will grow outdoors. They
grow best in a small pot or basket. Use a
free-draining epiphytic orchid compost
mix. Care should be taken not to disturb
the roots during repotting. Keep the
plants moist throughout the year. Liquid
fertilize once every 2 to 3 weeks in the
growing season and not at all in the rest
period. During this time ensure the
plants get good light and water
sparingly. Propagate by division.

Dendrochifum longifolivm

Occurring naturally from Malaysia to
Papua New Guinea, this epiphytic
orchid has a short narrow pseudobulb to
3 in (8 em) long, topped with a large,
Llsuu”.\_’ smlilur‘.\f elliptical leaf up to 15 in
(40 cm) in length. The pendent raceme
of flowers, up to 15 in (38 em) long, is
densely clustered with greenish yellow,
c|10c0|ui‘c-t‘ippcd flowers. ZONES 11-12.

DISA

This is a terrestrial genus of about 125
species of orchids from southern and
eastern Africa and Madagascar. The
plants arise {rom tuberous roots and
consist of a lealy stem and a single
terminal inflorescence. The 6 species
from western and southwestern Cape
Province in South Africa have been
successfully cultivated. The species from
other habitats have proved extremely
difficult to grow. These plants are noted
for their often large, colorful flowers in
shades of red, pink. yellow and white.

Cultivation

Disa once had a reputation for being
difficult to grow, but the 6 commonly
grown species and their hybrids are
readily cultivated if care is taken. The
growing mixture, coarse sand or a
mixture of peat and perlite, should be
well drained, but it should not be
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Dendrochilum longifolium

allowed to dry out. High humidity levels,
along with good air circulation, are
required. Regular watering with water
with a pH of 4.5 to 6 is best and salts
must not be allowed to build up. Broken
shade is best and cool to warm
conditions are required, with as little
fluctuation in temperature as possible.

P

Watch for thrips. Propagate by division.
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Disa Diores

This grex name is used for hybrids
between Disa Veitchii and D. wndflora.
D. Veitchii is itself the cross between
D. racemosa and D. uniflora. D. Diores
dates to 1898. There are up to 10 long-
lasting flowers about 4 in (10 cm) across,
in shades of pink to red, occasionally
with some yellow. It is popular for cut
flowers and has been used in making
more complex hybrids. ZONES 10-11.

Disa Hybrids

The 6 cultivated species have been used
to create over 80 |1‘\fb1“ic|s which are now
well established in many collections. The
species used are Dua cardinals,

D. caulescens, D. racemova, D. tripetaloides,
D. uniflora and D. venosa. The colorful and
long-lasting flowers are suitable for the
cut-flower industry. ‘Inca Princess’ bears
racemes of pink and cream flowers with
faint purple veining. ZONES 10-11.

LAELIA

These orchids are closely allied to the
cattleyas and rather resemble them, both
in growth and in the shape and colors of
their flowers. They are an attractive
group of epiphytes in their own right

Disa Diores

and many of the 50 species and their
hybrids are well worth growing. They
interbreed easily with the cattleyas,
bringing to the hybrids their richly
colored labellum and also a neater lower
shape —some of the larger cattleya
species have distinctly floppy petals.
Most bear their Howers in short sprays,
although one group (formerly treated as
Schomburghia) has sprays of blooms up to
3 ft (1 m) long. They are spectacular for
a large greenhouse.

Cultivation

Grow in strong light in a very open
orchid compost in a small pot or, for
some creeping species, establish the
plant on a slab. A dry resting period
during dormancy is essential for many
species. Propagate by division when the
first roots appear on the new shoots.

Laelia gouldiana

The 4 in (10 em) pinkish mauve Howers
of Laelia gouldiana look marvellous when
brought indoors for a splash of seasonal
color. The species, which comes from
Mexico, grows to a height of 3 ft (1 m).
Some authorities regard L. gouldiana as a
natural hybrid between L. anceps and

L. antumnaliv, ZONES 11-12.

Disa Hybrid ‘Inco Princess’

% LAELIOCATTLEYA

The laelias have been much crossed with
the cattleyas, giving rise to this hybrid
genus of evergreen orchids with over
2,000 names registered. The name applies
to any cross between any member of
each genus, plus all backcrosses and
later generation seedlings. They vary
from cool to intermediate growing, and
can have daim‘v. almost miniature
flowers or enormous ruffled ones in the
full range of cattleya colors. The
pseudobulbs bear only one leaf; it is
lance-shaped and leathery.

Cultivation

They should be grown in a very open
orchid compost in bright, filtered light.
Water well in the growing period, less so
at other times. Propagate by division and
watch for aphids, spider mites and
mealybugs.

% Laeliocottleya Hybrid ‘Chic Bonnet’
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< Laeliocattleya Hybrids

These colorful hybrids cover a wide
range of plant size and flower color.
Many have a large labellum (iip) that is
often frilled and contrasts in color with

Lnelia gouldiana




> Lueliocottleyn Hybrid

the rest of the flower. The blooms are
long lasting and make good cut flowers.
Among the wealth of hybrids are 'Chic
Bonnet', a bright pink flower with a
magenta to crimson lip; and '‘Orange
Crush’, an overall orange Hlower with
|‘e|ati\-'el.v Narrow [)t:ta]s. ZONES 11-12.

MILTONIOPSIS

This genus was created for the pansy
orchids still commonly called miltonias.
There are about 5 species, from South
America, but the hybrids are more
commonly grown. With their flat, almost
circular flowers and vivid markings, they
resemble pansies, but are much larger —
up to 6 in (15 cm) across —and come in
stronger colors than pansies usually do:
bright yellow, white, red and pink, often
with gold, purple or brown [lashes.
Many are sweetly scented. Low-growing,
clumping plants, they have round
pseudobulbs and pale green, strap-like
leaves. The flowers are borne in small
clusters and they can appear at any time.
Many plants flower twice a year.
Cultivation

The plants like open compost and light
shade. They can grow outdoors in
tropical and subtropical climates. Unlike
most orchids, they do not take a periodic
rest. Propagate by division after flowering.

Miltoniopsis Hybrids

Numerous complex intergeneric hybrids
have been made using Jeltonia,
Miltoniopots, Odontoglosoum, Oncidium,
Cochlioda and Braswa. Most members of
the tribe Oncidiinae are interfertile.
These hybrids go by names such as
Miltonidium, Odontonia, Miltonioda and
Hiltassia. Among the multitude of forms
and color resulting have been the so-
called pansy orchids, which are derived
from dliltoniopsis phalaenopsis and other
species. Most of these are cool-growing
species requiring shady, moist
conditions. Hybrids include: Anjou ‘Red
Maslk’, deep red with a golden yellow
center and dark markings; Bel Royal,
crimson with a white picotee edge;
Charlotte’'s Delight, white with a large
lower lip and crimson markings;
Grouville, deep purplish pink with a line
white edge, darker markings and a
golden center; Hudson Bay ‘Judith’,
deep pink with a white-edged red center;
Sao Paulo, relatively narrow, soft-pink
petals with a large deep-pink lip and a
dark center; and Rozel, small red petals
with a large red-veined and pink-edged
lip. Typical of the Miltonia X Brassia
hybrids, X Miltasia Anne Warne 'Alii’
has strap-like leaves and differs from the
Miltoniopais hybrids in having relatively
narrow petals and a prominent lower lip.
The magenta Hower has a darker throat
and ycliow markings. ZONES 10-11.

ODONTOGLOSSUM

The most widcly grown p|ants of this
genus of 200 species [rom Central and
South America are epiphytes, although
terrestrial species are known. They are
admired for their usually ruffled flowers
borne in long sprays, and the wonderful
variety of colors and markings displayed
thereon. They produce egg-shaped
pseudobulbs, from the bases of which

Miltaniapsis Hybrid, Anjou ‘Red Mask’

the flower stems appear; Howering time
depends on variety. The genus is closely
related to Oncidium, and some botanists
consider that they cannot be scpa[‘arcd.
Some well-known Odontoglossum species
are now separated off into the genera
Lemboglossum and Roswioglonsm.

Cultivation

Few odontoglossums are difficult to
grow: most are cool growing, and need
only the usual orchid cultivation of
coarse compost, plenty of water in the
growing period and light shade. They do
not need as definite a rest as cattleyas,
but do not over-water them. They can be
divided after flowering.

Odontoglossum crispum

This high-altitude epiphyte from
Colombia is a variable species with many
named forms, very popular in cultivation
and with hybridists. The pseudobulbs
are compressed, about 3 in (8 cm) long
with 2 strap-like leaves to 15 in (38 cm)
long and | Yo in (35 mm) wide. The

Odontaglossum Hybrid *Somares”

inflorescence is al‘ching or ptmd ulous,
with 8 to 25 Show_\_-' flowers each about
2164 in (6=10 cm) across. ZONES 10-11.

Odontoglossum Hybrids

Thousands of colorful hybrids have been
developed suitable for greenhouse
culture using Odontoglossun. Many other
genera have also been utilized in the
production of hybrids including those
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with Cochlioda (X Odontioda), Oncidium
(X Odontoctdiwm) and Jeltonia

(X Odontonia). Virtually all these are
cool-growing species with similar
requirements to the genus. 'La Houge
Bie' is notable for its very broad,
overlapping petals giving the bloom a
full, rounded look. Extravagant
‘Samares’ is another fine example. Its
pure white petals are wavy and frilly-

Oncidium varicosum

edged and each petal is decorated with
a blood-red spot. ZONES 10-12,

ONCIDIUM

This is a huge and varied genus of
orchids (more than 450 species) from
Central and South America, allied to
Odontoglossum and HMiltonia (although
different in appearance) and able to

be crossed with them to give
odontocidiums and such multi-generic
hybrids as Wilionara. The species usually
grown are epiphytes, and vary in their
temperature requirements according to
species (or parentage); they can be cool,
intermediate or warm growing.

Cultivation

They all like light shade and only a short
rest, an QPCn. coarse pOltlﬂg ]T'lix ilnd
high humidity; most species intensely
dislike being over-watered. In the wild,
|T1|'.l]‘l}" ]](’.l\r'(' el lL‘ndL‘n(_‘L\-‘ to Clirﬂb Lip t!‘lL‘iI‘
ITOS[’ iree, ('lnCI are bﬂsl POtth \r\’ith el Slﬂb
of tree fern trunk to which it can cling.
]n I'lLlITlid Sllb“'(}piCHE |‘t.’gi(_'ln'e\. some
SPC‘CiE‘S are EElSil‘\" CStﬂbliSlTCd UL”.CIGDI“S
on ll'LlI'll\'.S n':l['li'i hI'ELI'IC['lES nl" Cﬂl'l(‘\-’ b('.ll'kl:_‘d
trees such as jacarandas. They can be
propagated by division.

Oncidivm varicosum

This species from Brazil is typical of a
large group that bears small flowers in
large, branched sprays which dance in
the slightest breeze. The most prominent
feature of each Hower is the brilliant
vellow labellum, the other parts being
small and brownish. The flowers are
popular with Horists, as the airy sprays
last for weeks in water. ZONES 10-11.

PAPHIOPEDILUM

Slipper orchid, lady’s slipper

This orchid genus extends from India
through Southeast Asia. The plants grow

mostly at moderate altitudes in dense

shade on the rainforest floor or in leaf
mold on rock faces and occasionally as
epiphytes. They are usually compact,
consisting of fleshy roots, a short stem
and a few largc, often mottled leaves
with a terminal inflorescence of one or a
few large flowers with a characteristic
pouched lip. There are about 60 species,
although some authorities recognize
many variations as species,

Cultivation

Cultivation depends on the origin of the
plants, but most are best grown in
intermediate temperatures and part-
shade. They should be kept evenly moist
throughout the year with well-drained
potting mixture. Difficult to grow from
seed, many species are threatened by
over-collecting from the wild. They are
propagated by division; mericlonal
propagation does not suit them, and so
selected clones and hybrids remain
expensive.

Paphiopedilum callosum

This attractive species grows to about
18 in (45 cm) tall and occurs at low
altitudes in Thailand, peninsular
Malaysia, Laos and Cambodia. The 3 to
5 leaves are about 4-8 in (10-20 em) by
1-2 in (2.5-5 cm), lightly mottled on the
upper surface. The inflorescence has a
single showy flower, 3—4 in (8-10 em)
across and iong lasting. In cultivation,
this species requires warm conditions.
ZONES 11-12.

Paphiopedilum Hybrids

Thousands of hybrids have been
produced, many in an attempt to achieve
a more rounded Hower shape, increased
vigor and Hower size, and interesting
color combinations. Many will bloom
several times a year. More hybrids have
been registered in Paphiopedilum than in
any other orchid genus. Unfortunately
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many attempts have not resulted in
improvements over the original species,
although there are some outstanding
exceptions. Most of the hybrids come
from about 25 species. King Arthur

Paphigpedilum Hybrid Gronde Jersey
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‘Burgoyne’, a typical hybrid, shows a
strong influence of 2 insigne. P Hybrid
‘Broadwoodwidger’ X ‘Momag’ is also a
popular choice with gardeners. Grande

Paphiopedilum lowrenceanum

Paphiopedilum insigne

Jersey is a hybrid grex of a quite
different kind, bred from the small
group of species with very elongated,
twisted petals; some of these have
more than one flower per stem, a
feature also apparent in this hybrid.
ZONES 10-12.

Paphiopedilum insigne

This species occurs in Nepal and
northern India at about 6,660 ft

(2,000 m) in limestone soils. It is a
vigorous grower, about 12-18 in

(30-45 em) tall and often forms large
clumps. The few strap-like leaves are up
to 15 1n (38 cm) 10ng and 1 in (25 mm)
wide. The inflorescence 1s 12 in (30 cm)
long with | or 2 glossy {lowers 4-6 in
(10-15 cm) long. This species is the
basis of many modern hybrids. Named
forms combine shades of green, russet,
cream and white in various patterns and
méu‘liings. ZONES 10-12.

Paphiopedilum lawrenceanum

This plant grows to about 15 in (38 cm)
tall and occurs at low altitudes in
Borneo, in deep leaf litter in rainforests
or on mossy limestone rocks. There are
5 to 6 mottled, dark green leaves up to 8
in (20 cm) long and 2 in (5 cm) wide.
The inflorescence is up to 12 in (30 cm)
long with a single flower up to 4 in (10
cm) across. ZONES 11-12.

Paphiopedilum malipoense

This is one of a group of species from
southwest China, having been
discovered only recently growing in
cracks on rocks at moderate altitudes. It
has 7 or 8 mottled leaves about 4-8 in
(10-20 em) by 1-2 in (2.5-5 ¢m). The
inflorescence is about 10-12 in (25-30
cm) tall with a single lower about 3 in
(8 em) across with a prominent pouched
lip about 2 in (5 cm) long. ZONES 10-12.

Paphigpedilum malipagnse

Paphiopedilum rothschildianum

This large clump-forming species occurs
only in Borneo, where it grows at low
altitudes terrestrially or on rock ledges.
[t is regarded as one of the most threat-
ened orchid species in the world as it is
known from only 2 sites. There are
several leaves, strap-like and up to 24 in
(60 cm) |0ng and 2 in (5 cm) wide. The
inflorescence is up to 18 in (45 cm) long
with 2 to 4 flowers about 12 in (30 em)
in diameter. Cultivation is as for the
genus, but higher levels ol light are
recommended. ZONES 11-12.

Paphiopedilum superbiens

syn. Paphiopeditum curtisii

This species occurs on the island of
Sumatra at an altitude of 3,000-4,330 [
(900-1,300 m), growing terrestrially in
coniferous forests. There are 4 to 5 leaves,
mottled light and dark green, 6-10in
(15-25 ¢m) long and 1%4-2Y% in (3.5-6 cm)
wide. The inflorescence is up to 12 in
(30 cm) tall with a single flower 2%4-3 in
(6—8 ¢m) across. ZONES 1112,

PHALAENOPSIS

Moth orchid

The pastel Howers, broad leaves and
intricate petals of the nearly 50 species
in this genus from tropical Asia to New

Paphiopedilum superbigns

Guinea and Australia look enough like
fluttering butterflies to earn the common
name ol moth orchid. They do not make
pseudobulbs; the leaves, plain green or
spotted, spring directly from the
rootstock and the arching Hower stems
rise clear above them. The stem can be
24 in (60 cm) tall, bearing as many as 20
shupul_y 4 in (10 cm) Hlowers. They are
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most commonly shining white, but are
sometimes pale pink, and appear at
almost any time of year.

Cultivation

Phalaenopsts require tropical and
subtropical climates and filtered light,
constant moisture and a rich but open
and perfectly drained compost. They are
apt to send roots out over the top of the
pot: these should be left undisturbed if
possible. Their lives as house plants are
limited unless they can be retired to a
greenhouse when the flowers fade.
Propagate by division.

Phaloenopsis omabilis

Phalnenopsis Hybrid Alice Gloria *Cecil Park’

Phalaenopsis amabilis

This species is an attractive, small-
growing epiphyte (occasionally found
growing on rocks) from the humid
tropical lowlands of Indonesia, Borneo,
New Guinea, the Philippines and
Australia. The short stem bears 2 to 5
pendulous, fleshy leaves to 15 in (38 cm)
long and 4 in (10 cm) wide. The
inflorescences are branched, arching to
pendu]ous. up to 3 ft (1 m) long with

5 to 25 Howers. The flowers are variable
in size; they can be up to 4 in (10 em)
across. This large-flowered species is
prominent in most hybrids. ZONES 11-12.

Phaloenapsis Hybrid Bill Smoothey

Pholnenopsis Hybrid ‘Giont’

Phalaenapsis gigantea

This large-growing species from Borneo
derl\-"(.‘.ﬁ its name I'I'G]Tl 1ts it':l]‘g(f ]ei'l\"ﬂsf
which are up to 18 in (45 e¢m) long and

8 in (20 em) wide, fleshy and pendulous.

It grows in the understory of hillside
rainforests at low elevations. It is very
rare in the wild and under threat from
illegal collecting. The inflorescence is
pendulous, up to 15 in (38 cm) long,
with many fleshy Hlowers, each about

2 in (6 cm) across. A slow-growing
species, it is best grown on a slab or in a
basket. The flowers are produced
throughout the year. ZONES 11-12.

Phaloenopsis Hybrid Plontation Imp ‘Moonglow’

Phalogngpsis Hybrid Longwood Gardens
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Phalaenopsis Hybrids

Thousands of hybrids have been
produced from the species of this
genus. Breeders have been striving to
produce more floriferous plants with
larger, more rounded flowers on
upright flower spikes and colorful
combinations such as striped flowers.
Most hybrids are white or pink, and

are very popular for the cut-flower
industry. Some notable examples are
‘Giant’, a lovely white hybrid; Alice
Gloria ‘Cecil Park’, which is pure white;
Bill Smoothey, pink with white edgings;
‘Carmela’s Stripe’, a striking hybrid with

Phaloenapsis Hybrid “Carmela’s Siripe’




Renanthera storiei

light pink petals with deep red veining
and red lips; Hiramatsua ‘Ching Hua’,
with deep pink petals; Longwood Gar-
dens, white with brownish yellow lips;
and Plantation Imp ‘Moonglow’, with

pinkish orange stripes on its whitish yellow
petals, and pinkish orange lips. Some
hybrids originating from P, equestris as a
parent have a multitude of smaller
Howers on branched inflorescences.
ZONES 11-12.

Phalaenopsis sanderiona

syns Phalognopsis amabilis var. sonderiang,

P, aphrodite var. sonderiong

This compact plant with large flowers
has 2 or 3 leaves marked with purple
beneath, up to 10 in (25 cm) long by
31in (8 cm) wide and pendulous. The
inflorescence, sometimes branched, is
about 24 in (60 c¢m) long with several
flowers each about 4 in (10 cm) across,
in shades of pink or white. ZONES 11-12.

RENANTHERA

This orchid genus is made up of about
15 species of mostly large, climbing or

Renanthera manachica

scrambling plants of low altitudes from
northeast India to southern China,
mostly from Southeast Asia, the
Philippines and Indonesia to New
Guinea. The stems have 2 ranks of
leaves and the flowers are produced
from the apical third of the plants. The
flowers are mostly red, but some are
orange or yellow; they are borne in
large, branched inflorescences. The
species have been used extensively in
hybridizing with Vanda, Phalaenopa,
Vandopais and Enanthe.

Cultivation

These plants need room to scramble, a
coarse, well-drained mixture, warm
conditions and a [airly even climate with
year-round watering and strong light. In
the tropics they are often grown in
raised garden beds in full sun. Propagate
by divisien.

Renanthera monachica

This species is more compact than most.
The stems are 18-36 in (45-90 cm) long,
with dark green, fleshy leaves 2146 in
(6-15 ecm) long. The inflorescences are
branched and 8 in (20 ¢m) long; it bears
numerous, long-lasting flowers about

1 in (256 mm) across. This is one of the
few renantheras suited to pot culture.
ZONES 11-12.

Renanthera storiei

This large, secrambling species is terrestrial
or r:piphytic, gruwing at low altitudes in
sun and shade. The lealy stems are up to
15 ft (4.5 m) tall, with the fleshy leaves
being 4-6 in (10-15 cm) long. The
branched inflorescence is held hori-
zontally and is up to 3 ft (1 m) long with
numerous, long-lasting lowers 2-3 in
(5-8 ¢m) long. This species has been
widely used in hybridizing. ZONES 11-12.
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Adiontium peruvignum

ADIANTUM

Maidenhair fern

These are among the best known ferns.
They have billowy fronds of many
delicate, membranous, almost circular
fresh green leaflets, each connected by a
very fine blackish stalk to a repeatedly
branched main stalk which is also
smooth and black. Spore-cases appear as
tiny indentations with curled-over ‘lips’
around the edges of leaflets.

Cultivation

Grow indoors in pots or hanging
baskets, with strong light but not direct
sun, and high humidity —the bathroom is
a popular site. Plant in a humus-rich
indoor mix in a container that is not too
large for the roots, which do not like too
much wetness. Remove old fronds.
Propagate from spores; division of rhi-
zomes is possible but failures are common.

Adiantum peruvianum

Silver dollar fern

Valued for its silvery pink, slightly
metallic looking new fronds, this fern
comes from Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia.
{l h.‘is a stout l‘OUtStOC}{ ‘:‘Lnd thE f‘l‘onds
may ultimately reach up to 3 t (1 m) in
length. The diamond-shaped segments
are fewer and larger than in most
maidenhairs, up to 2 in (5 cm) long‘ It
likes humidity and prefers a brightly lit

situation with good air movement and
neutral to alkaline soils. ZONES 11-12.

ARECA

This palm genus consists of about 60
species, distributed through wetter regions
of southern Asia and the Malay Archipe-
lago, best known in the form of one of its
species, the betel palm (Areca catechu),
from which betelnuts are obtained —
chewed by many people in Asia and the
Pacific as a mild narcotic. The species
vary in growth habit and leaf type: from
single-trunked to densely clumping, from
tall and robust to almost stemless, and
the fronds from long and regularly
pinnate to small and almost undivided.
The stem or trunk usually terminates in
a ‘crownshaft’ of furled frond bases, with
the flowering panicles emerging just
below this. Flowers are not showy but
the oval fruit can be brightly colored,
usually red, orange or yellow.

Cultivation

These palms prefer sheltered conditions
and moist soil. Propagate from seed,
which germinates readily if sown fresh.

Areca catechu

Betel palm, pinang

This is a forest palm up to about 40 ft
(12 m) tall with a single smooth, green
trunk 4-6 in (10-15 em) thick; its long
["Eﬂther-lii{e Frﬂnds are rather erect I)Ut
flop untidily with age. The yellow, orange
or red fruit are egg-sized and may be
borne at any time of year. The large
white-fleshed seed is sliced and chewed
together with lime and leaves of the betel
pepper (Piper betel). The wild origin of this

species is not exactly known. ZONES 11-12.

ASPLENIUM

Spleenwort

This genus of some 700 species of mainly
evergreen ferns is distributed widely

Areca cotechy

through most of the world. Very diverse
in growth form, they include terrestrial
and epiphytic species as well as many
that grow on rocks. Some make dense
tufts of fronds or rosettes, others creep
across the surface with thick, scaly
rhizomes. Most have feathery pinnate or
bipinnate fronds but in some they are
large and undivided: the ‘bird’s nest
ferns' are one such striking group. The
fronds of many species develop small
plantlets along the ribs. The spore-bodies
are typically arranged in parallel or radi-
ating lines on the undersides of the fronds.

Cultivation

The preferred growing environment
varies greatly with the species. Most
prefer woodland conditions with cool,
moist, humus-rich soil and dappled
shade. A few species, however, need
sunnier locations and are reasonably
tolerant of dry conditions. Propagate by
spores, by division of established clumps,
removing rooted pieces of rhizomes, or
by growing on the frond-borne plantlets.

Asplenium avstralasicum

Bird’s nest fern

Found in Australia and the South
Pacific, this species has 1ealher‘v,

Asplenivm doucifolium

undivided fronds, somewhat V-shaped in
cross-section and up to 5 ft (1.5 m) long
by 8 in (20 cm) wide forming a dramatic
large ‘nest’ or funnel. In the wild it
grows on tree trunks or rocks. It
requires warm, humid conditions to
thrive. Aupleniem nidus is a very similar
species widespread in the tropics.
ZONES 1012,

Asplenivm daucifolivm

Mauritius spleenwort

Similar to Auplenium bulbiferum, this
species from Madagascar and Mauritius
has dark green, arching fronds up to 3 ft
(1 m) long divided into very narrow
segments, giving a delicate lacy effect.
Numerous plantlets develop on the
fronds and may be removed and grown
on. ZONES 10-12.
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Asplenium nidus

Bird's nest fern

This pantropical, epiphytic fern colonizes
trees, rock faces and boulders in humid,
tropical rainforests. The glossy green,
thin, tongue-like fronds have wavy
margins and a prominent, almost black
midrib. They arise from a densely hairy
crown in a radial fashion, somewhat
resembling a bird’s nest. [t requires
warmth and ample humidity. ZONES 11-12.

CALAMUS

Rattan, rotang

The stems of this palm genus of 350-0dd
species are the source of the world's
cane, or rattan, from which cane furniture
is constructed. Most species are from
tropical Asia and the Malay Archipelago,
with a smaller number found in Africa,
Australia and the Pacific Islands. They
are graceful feather-leafed palms, usually
multi-stemmed from the base. The frond
mid-rib may be extended into a whip-
like, grappling appendage, or this may
arise from the rim of the sheathing base
of the frond. Similar whip-like panicles
bear the tiny lowers, which are followed
by small fruits with overlapping scales.

Asplenium nidus

Cultivation

Many Calamus species adapt to
cultivation in warm, wet climates and in
their juvenile state can make attractive
container plams. best grown in part-
shade in moist, well-drained soil. Propa-
gation is 0n|_v })Ossib}e from fresh seed.

Calamus avstralis

This Australian species grows in dense
rainforest in north Queensland. It is
multi-stemmed with high-scrambling
canes, and fronds about 6 [t (1.8 m)
long. The long grappling appendages are
armed with recurved hooks. The stalks
and sheathing bases of the fronds also
have spines. The juvenile, clumping
phase is less ferocious and can be main-
tained for years in a pot. ZONES 10-12.

CARYOTA

Fishtail palm

Very unusual palms with bipinnate
fronds make up this genus of 12 species
from tropical Asia and Australasia. They
include both SOHt&r‘y—lrunl{ed palms.
mostly large, and smaller multi-stemmed
palms that suclker from the base.
Flowering panicles first appear at the

Colomus ousiralis

top of the trunk and continue opening
successively lower down; after the last
one sets fruit, the whole stem dies.
Marble-sized fruits, usually ripening
dark red, are formed on the female
flowers. The fruits contain 1 to 3 black
seeds in a fibrous flesh that is quite
irritating to the skin.

Cultivation

Fishtail palms originate in very moist
tropical rainforests and require
sheltered, humid environments, but most
will tolerate a surprising degree of cold
as well as poorly drained soils. They are
easily propagated from seed.

Caryota mitis

Clustered fishtail palm

This rainforest understory palm from
Southeast Asia has a number of closely
crowded stems up to about 30 ft (9 m)
tall and 3—4 in (810 cm) in diameter,
nearly always with a thicket of sucker
growths at the base. The fronds are
rather erect, up to about 8 ft (2.4 m)
long, with widely separated leaflets. The
flowers and fruit appear in succession
throughout the year. It is the most widely
grown species for ornament. ZONES 10-12.

Caryota mifis
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Caryota urens

Toddy palm, wine palm

This handsome, single-stemmed species
is commonly grown for the drink toddy
in its native India, Burma and Malaysia.
Toddy is obtained by cutting off the
young HOWEI‘ Clusters al’ld Collccting the
sugary, vitamin-rich sap that flows from
the wound. The tree grows to about 40 ft
(12 m) and is widely planted, though it
is relatively short lived, with a life span
of about 30 years. ZONES 10-12.

CHAMAEDOREA

This genus consists of over 100 species
UF Sm('lI] to V(’_‘r}’ Sm('l]] pillrﬂS. Thc}’
include many very ornamental species
with smooth, green, bamboo-like stems
which can grow singly or in clusters;
some species are virtually stemless. The
fronds are mostly few to each crown and
consist of thin segments arranged
pinnately (in feather fashion), or in some
species undivided apart from a shallow
to deep notch at the apex. Flowering
stems are mClStly bI‘anCl’lcd. appca]‘ing
aml}ng or bElOW the Fronds' the tlrly I‘l‘lalc
and female flowers carried on different
plants; females in particular often have

Caryotn urens




Chamaedoren catoroctorum

stems that are bright red, orange or yellow,
often contrasting with the color of the
developing fruits, which are small berries.

Cultivation

They make First-class indoor plants,
tolerating low humidity and dry soil
better than many other palms and sur-
viving for years in small containers. Plant
in a humus-rich soil and keep in good
light but out of strong sun. Outdoors,
plant in humus-rich soil, in full sun or
part-shade. Propagate from seed.

Chamaedorea cataractarum

Cascade palm

This species from southern Mexico 1s
found growing along banks of fast-flowing
streams, sometimes half-submerged. lts
stems are prostrate and branching, like
thick green rhizomes, and each oblique
shoot has only 4 to 5 dark green pinnate
fronds up to 6 ft (1.8 m) long. The short
green inflorescences are half-hidden
beneath the leaves and bear small yellow
flowers followed by reddish fruit about
Y4 in (6 mm) in diameter on female
plants. It is easily cultivated in a moist,
sheltered spot, forming large clumps
with age. ZONES 10-12.

CHRYSALIDOCARPUS
These leather palms from Madagascar
are very grace{‘u] plzmts that are most at

home in tropical and subtropical areas.
Although there are 22 species, only
(.‘Jf’f:]f«'{ffl‘})ﬂf'ﬂf'ﬂﬂ:f {:’ﬁli’t'l‘.'t’”(' is “'1&81\-’ grown,
though other species are equally attract-
ive. The Howers and fruit are unremark-
able —simple yellow flowers in branched
sprays followed by small yellow fruit—
but the foliage is very luxuriant.

Cultivation

Plant in moist, well-drained soil in sun
or light shade. Water freely. Propagate
from seed, which can take up to 5
months to germinate.

Chrysalidocarpus lutescens

syns Areca lutescens, Dypsis lutescens

Butterfly palm, golden cane palm

This species is one of the most widely
cultivated palms. It is a clump-forming
feather palm with fairly short fronds that
arch elegantly from cane-like stems
10-20 ft (3—6 m) high. The basal sheaths
and frond stalks are _yellow and the
fronds themselves are yellowish in sun
but when grown in shade are a beautiful
light green. It responds well to container
cultivation and can be grown as a house
plant. ZONES 10-12.

Chrysalidocarpus madagascariensis

This Madagascan species may be either
single-trunked or branch into several
trunks from the base, the ringed trunks
up to 30 ft (9 m) or more tall and 4-6 in
(10-15 c¢m) in diameter. The large,
plume-like fronds are arranged in

3 vertical rows at the top of the trunk,
their broad, overlapping basal sheaths
covered in gray scurf. The much-
branched inflorescence bears tiny yellow
Howers and the fruits, 2 in (12 mm)
long, are also yellowish. ZONES 10-12.

COCCOTHRINAX

This genus of slender fan palms is
distributed widely through the

Chrysalidocarpus lutescens

Caribbean region, but most of them are
native to Cuba. Most are single-trunked,
the upper trunk covered with fibrous
remains of old leaf sheaths, sometimes
forming interesting patterns. The fan-
like fronds are smallish with blades
divided to about miclway into many
Pﬂinted Segments El.l'ld are O{"ten Cnﬁted
with silvery scales on the underside. The
inflorescences are mostly shorter than
the E]'Onds ﬂnd mﬂderatel}’ bl‘ﬂnched.
with masses of fragrant white or cream
flowers followed by small purple-black
single-seeded fruits.

Cultivation

These plants make attractive ornamental
palms for tropical gardens and parks,
looking particularly effective when
planted in groups. They tolerate poor
soil and often boggy conditions, but need
shelter in the early stages of their
growth. Propagation is from seed, which
will usually germinate within 2 months.

Coccothrinax alta
This species makes a medium-sized,
S!O\\*-gl‘m\'ing palm of up to 30 ft (9 m)

Coccothrinox altn

with pa|e brown trunk about 4 in (10 cm)
thick. It has graceful, drooping fan
leaves that are glossy green on the upper
surface, silvery underneath. The flowers
are white and are followed by brownish
to black shiny fruit. ZONES 11-12.
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cocos

Coconut

The only species in this genus of tropical
feather palms is the coconut (Cocos nuei-
fera). The genus is distinguished from its
relatives, which share the hard blackish
inner fruit shell with 3 pores or ‘eyes’, by
the large size of the seed and the fact
that its endosperm, or stored food ma-
terial, is partly |iquid (the ‘coconut milk").

Cultivation
It does best in full sun in deep, porous
soil with ample moisture but will of

Cocos nucifer

course tolerate coastal conditions. It 1s
raised from seed, which germinate in a
few months if the whole unhusked nut is
laid on its side on moist sand.

Cocos nucifera

Coconut palm

The coconut has now become distributed
through most tropical lowland regions
both through human agency and because
its nut can survive for a month or so
floating in the ocean. It is characterized
by its slender, often curved trunk, up to
as much as 100 ft (30 m) high, topped
with a head of long, gracefully drooping
fronds. It bears continuously large
panicles of small creamy yellow flowers,
a few of which develop into the familiar
_ye”m&-‘-grccn fruit that dries and browns
as it ripens. There are many selected
strains, including ‘Malay Dwarf” with
much shorter trunk and abundant
golden u\-'e“ow nuts. ZONE 12.

CORYPHA

This genus of 6 to 8 species includes
some of the most massive of all palms,
with huge, fan-shaped fronds. The
growth of a mature palm, perhaps 30 to
40 years old, is terminated by a giant
panicle of millions of small flowers,
towering above the crown of fronds. The
flowers are followed by an equally im-
pressive crop of marble-sized fruit and
after these ripen the whole palm dies,
leaving the seeds to perpetuate the species.

Cultivation

These are sl'ricliy ll‘opical palms.
growing normally in full sun in alluvial
soil near rivers and swamps. They are
usually seen in cultivation only in large
parks and botanical gardens. Seed 1s
easily germinated but even under the
best growing conditions it takes 10 years
at least before a trunk starts to elongate.

Corypha taliera

This palm has a stout trunk up to 30 fi
(9 m) tall, usually covered with old
frond bases. The stiff green fronds are
very large, up to 15 ft (4.5 m) in length.
The terminal panicle of flowers rises
above the leaves, with crowded masses
of white flowers on drooping lateral
branches. ZONES 11-12.

CYATHEA

Tree fern

Apart from Auplenium this is the largest
genus of ferns, with over 600 species.
Cyathea species vary greatly in size, but
most are single-stemmed with a trunk up
to 50 ft (15 m) tall and an umbrella-like
crown of very large fronds. The frond
bases are usually covered in hairs or
chafl-like scales which may be quite
prickly. They often persist on the trunk
but even alter decaying, their scars make
an interesting pattern on the trunk.
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Cultivation

Few plants create such dramatic effects
as these tree ferns, some of which are
quite fast-growing under ideal conditions.
They prefer a humid atmosphere, part-
shade, and a moist, humus-rich soil.
They need plentiful watering and may
need frequent mist-spraying during hot
dry spells. When young many species
male attractive indoor plants in a suitably
humid environment. Propagate by spores.
Transplant established plants with care.

Cyathea cooperi

syn. Sphoerapteris cooperi

Straw tree fern, scaly tree fern, Australian tree fern
Also from eastern Australia, this is one
of the lastest-growing tree ferns outside
the wet tropics, sometimes reaching 20 fi
(6 m) in less than 15 years if moisture
and nutrients are abundant. It has a
crown of similar size to Cyathea awstraliv
but the frond bases are thicker and



Cycas armstrongii

Cycos revoluta

covered densely in chaff-like scales that
are pale brown to straw-colored. The
foliage is fairly tolerant of sun but is easily
shrivelled by drying winds. ZONES 10-12.

CYCAS

Sago palm

This geologically ancient genus of cycads
has about 60 species. They are palm-like
plants with pinnate fronds spreading
from the top of a thick trunk that is
packed with starchy tissue; male and
female organs are on different plants, the

male in long, narrow cones terminating
the stem, the female on the margins of
furry, leaf-like organs that ring the trunk

dapex ﬂ]’ld may EVEI"ItUEL”y |‘1ang iﬂ et ISI&il‘lr

belo\-\-’ t}‘IE trunl{ apex- as T.l](': h«'.‘ll‘d. egg-
like seeds mature. Trunk growth is
normally very slow, so large specimens

are prized and fetch high prices.

Cultivation

They like sunny positions but with some
shade when young, and deep, well-
drained soil. Propagation is from seed,
detached offsets, or by cutting off a whole
trunk and plunging the base in a trench
filled with gravel and organic matter.

Cycas armsfrongii

This species from Australia occurs in flat,
sandy country in open eucalypt wood-
land. It is usually unbranched, with a
slraighl‘ slender trunk 6-15 ft (1.8-4.5 m)
tall, from the top of which emerges a
circle of delicate, new, pale green fronds
at the beginning of each wet season;
during the long dry season they gradu-
ally shrivel and droop, hanging in a
brown ‘skirt’. Plants in moister positions
may retain fronds for longer. Female
trees mostly sport another ‘skirt’ of seed-
bearing organs, each with 2 to 4 large,
orange-brown seeds. ZONES 11-12.

Cycas revoluta

Jupanese sago palm

This palm-like species grows slowly with
short, single or multiple trunks to 10 ft
(3 m) with a compact crown of stiff
pinnate leaves that have closely crowded,
narrow, spine-tipped leallets. It is the most
widely cultivated cycad in the world and
is valued as a landscape subject, es-
pecially suited to courtyards and plazas.
Slow growing, it is capable of living for
50 to 100 years or even more and is
rcetdi[\-‘ lransplanled. ZONES 9-12.

ELAEIS

0il palm

This is a tropical genus of 2 species of
palms with narrow, straight trunks
topped with long, drooping fronds. The
individual leaflets also droop, which
creates a soft, graceful effect. Small
yc“ow HO“'EFS in lﬂrge inﬂorescences are
followed by the oil-bearing fruits.

Cultivation
Plant in rich, moist soil in full sun.
Propagate from seed.

Elaeis guineensis

African oil palm

The fruit and seeds from this species
yield palm oil. Planted by the millions in
tropical countries to satisfy commercial
demand, it is sometimes seen as a threat
by conservationists because it is replacing
rainforests. It grows to 70 ft (21 m) high
with fronds up to 15 ft (4.5 m) long. The
all-important fruit occur in large, tightly
packed bunches and change from red to
black when ripe. ZONES 11-12.

ENCEPHALARTOS

The 60 or more species of slow-growing
cycads in this genus come mostly from

Elogis guinegnsis
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southern Africa with a minority
scattered through tropical Africa. They
are commonly found on rocky outcrops,
among coastal dunes or on mountain-
sides. They appear as large tults of
spiky fronds for many years before
CVCntuﬂlI_}’ Clevcloping a stout [I‘l.ln]{. Llp
to 10-12 ft (3-3.5 m) high. The stiff,
palm-like leaves are pinnate, with
leaflets that are spine tipped and often
toothed. As with all cycads, there are
b(:lil“l malc and ["Cmale plants; thc Iﬂtte]‘
produce spectacular cones either singly
or in groups of up to 5 from the center
Of. ll“l{: Crown.

Cultivation

These plants do best in subtropical areas
with full sun and plenty of moisture;
they can withstand strong winds.
Propagate from seed, which germinates
easily, although seedlings take many
years to develop.

Encephalartos altensteinii

Prickly cycad, bread tree

This cycad from moist coastal areas of
South Africa is very slow growing. The
rigid, palm-like fronds are about 6 fi
(1.8 m) long, and have numerous stiff,

Fncephalarfos affensteinii
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spiny-toothed leaflets. A female
specimen may produce cones resembling
giant, elongated pineapples 18 in (45 cm)
long. ZONES 10-11.

Encephalartos arenarivs

This rare species from South Africa’s
eastern Cape Province has an erect stem
to 3 ft (1 m) tall. The arching fronds, to+
5 ft (1.5 m) in length, have lobed, blue-
green leaflets. Mature specimens of
Lncephalartos arenarius bear solitary green
cones with red glossy seeds. ZONES 10-11.

LICUALA

There are around 100 species in this
genus of fan palms from the wet tropics
of Southeast Asia and Australasia,
varying greatly in stature. Their fronds
are very distinctive, from circular to fan-
shaped in outline with regularly radi-
ating ribs and toothed around the per-
imeter; in most species they are divided
by splits into pie-wedge segments, often
of unequal widths and with few to many
ribs each. Slender flowering panicles
arise from the frond axils, bearing
numerous tiny yellowish flowers
followed by small red or orange berries.

Encephalortos orenarivs

Cultivation

They prefer part-shade and sandy, well-
drained soil. Propagate from seed or
suckers.

Licuala spinosa

This is a Southeast Asian evergreen
species reaching 20 ft (6 m) with a 10 ft
(3 m) spread. It has clumps of slender
stems and frond segments like the
spokes of a wheel, 3 ft (1 m) across, and
fruit of bright orange berries carried on
an arching inflorescence up to 8 ft (2.4 m)
long. ZONES 10-12.

LIVISTONA

This is a genus of about 30 species of
medium to tall fan palms, about half of
them endemic to Australia, the
remainder scattered through the Malay
Archipelago and southern Asia. Most
feature largc, almost circular, p]cated
fronds up to 5 ft (1.5 m) across forming a
dense crown from which dead fronds may
remain hanging for some time. The frond
stalks are usually long and are edged
with sharp prickles. These palms are
widely used for outdoor landscaping;
their clusters of blue, black or rarely

Licvola spinosa

Livistona rotundifolia

reddish fruits and tapering frond
segments are shown to great effect.

Cultivation

Slow growing, they prefer deep, sandy
soil and, while they tolerate full sun,
they produce more vigorous, deeper
green foliage in dappled shade. They
malke excellent indoor or outdoor
container plants. Propagate from seed.

Livistona rofundifolia

This attractive fan palm from the
Philippines and Indonesia grows to
80 ft (24 m). It has spherical scarlet
fruit that eventually ripen black and
will grow in moist soil in the tropics.
The seed remains viable for a longer
period than most palms. and the planl
can be grown from seed in a deep
container. ZONES 11-12.

Livistona saribus

syn. Livistona cochinchinensis

This fan palm from tropical Asia and the
Malay Archipelago grows to 80 ft (24 m)
tall. It has quite large blue fruit like

Livistona saribus

those of Livistona chinenais and small
clusters of yellow flowers. It is dis-
tinctive for the frond stalks of younger
trees being wickedly armed with very
large, curved prickles. ZONES 11-12.

LODOICEA

Seychelles nut, coco-de-mer, double coconut

This remarkable palm genus consists of a
single species, the famous ‘double
coconut’, found only on the small islands
of Praslin and Curieuse in the Indian
Ocean Seychelles group. Despite the
common name, it is not closely related to
the feather-leafed coconut palm but is a
close ally of the African doum palms
(Hyphaene) and like them has massive
fan-like fronds that radiate from the top
of a tall trunk, unbranched in the case of
Lodoicea. Tt is famous for having the
largest single-sccded fruit of any plant,
with a curious 2-lobed shape resembling
large buttocks. Germination of the seeds
is a remarkable process, with a
cotyledon the thickness of a human arm
and up to 12 ft (3.5 m) long emerging
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Lodoicen maldivica

over a period of months and finally
producing roots and shoots from its tip.

Cultivation

Grow in full sun in deep, moist, fertile
loam. Propagate from seed, for which
special provision needs to be made on
account of its mode of germination. It
requires warmth and high humidity.

Lodoicea maldivica

This palm, healthy specimens of which
can be seen in a number of tropical
botanical gau‘dcns. grows to 100 ft (30 m)
tall and has large 18 in (45 cm) fruit that
resemble a wooden heart and weigh up
to 40 1b (18 Itg). The main source of seed
is wild stands of palms in the Seychelles,
the islands” government selling them to
tourists at high prices. ZONE 12.

MACROZAMIA

This genus consists of about 24 species
of eycads from Australia. Their stems
vary from cylindrical to almost globose,
above or below ground level, and are
topped with palm-like fronds of ever-
green foliage reaching up to 8 [t (2.4 m)
long. The trunks are clothed in persistent
dead frond bases. They produce large

Macrozomia miquelii

light green, pineapple-shaped, male and
female cones, the individual cone scales
tipped with a sharp spine; the mature
female cones contain bright orange, red
or yellow seeds. The starchy kernels were
caten by the Australian Aborigines after
lengthy preparation that removed toxic
substances. They cannot be eaten fresh.

Cultivation

They like an open, well-drained soil in
part-shade. Propagate from fresh seed,
which can take 18 months to germinate.

Macrozamia miquelii

Zamia

This cycad’s trunk reaches 24 in (60 cm)
high; the dark green, 5 {t (1.5 m) long
fronds have many crowded leaflets,
10-15 in (25-38 cm) long, with white or
reddish bases. The barrel-shaped female
cones, 15 in (38 cm) |0ng‘ contain
oblong red or orange seeds. Male cones
are the same length, but banana-shaped.
ZONES 10-12.

NEPHROLEPIS

Sword fern

Commonly found in the tropics and
subtropics on edges of rainforests or in

Nephrolepis cordifolia

open forests, this genus of 30 species of
evergreen or semi-evergreen ferns has
fishbone-shaped fronds. These may be
erect, Spl‘eading or ]Jendel'lt a.l'ld \\-’itl’l
short, upright rhizomes.

Cultivation

For ferns, they are extremely tolerant of
dry conditions and are fast growing,
provided they are given enough room to
spread out and have well-composted,
moist soil. These ferns are ideal for
indoors, but be sure to provide lots of
water in warm conditions. Propagate
from spores or tissue culture, or by
division.

Nephrolepis cordifolia

Fishbone fern, southern sword fern

Naturally found among rocks at the
edges of rainforests, this fast-growing
fern can survive in fairly dry and dark
positions as well as in full sun. It is one
of the toughest species in cultivation and
a very easily grown plant —so much so
that it can become a pest. Fronds grow
to 3 It (1 m). 'Plumosa’is a slow-
growing cultivar with lobed pinnae.
ZONES 10-12.

PHOENIX
These evergreen [eather palms are

native to 511|_!lI‘(_)|_}iC;t| and ll'ﬂplcal parts

Phoenix reclinato

of Asia, Africa and the Canary Islands.
There are 17 very different species; some
are an important source of food (dates
and palm sugar derived from dates),
others are popular as house plants or
avenue trees. Phoenix includes species
with a single trunk as well as some that
form clumps of stems. The long fronds
have stiff, sharp spines at the base and
form a dense crown. The small yellow
flowers grow in clusters and are
followed by the fruits. Phoenix is the
ancient Greek name given to the date
palm.

Cultivation

Male and female plants are needed to
ensure pollination. The plants prefer full
sun, although they will tolerate part-
shade, hot winds and poor seil if given
good drainage. Hybrids between species
are common. Trim off dead fronds.
Propagate from seed.

Phoenix reclinata

Senegal date palm

This African species is smaller than
Phoenix canariensis and P dactylifera,
reaching only 20-30 [t (69 m) in |1eig}11.
It is distinctive for its multiple trunks,
each gracefully curving out from the
center of the clump. The small fruit are
‘\'e“nw to red. ZONES 10-11.



Phoenix rupicoln

Phoenix roebelenii

Dwarf date palm

From Laos, this palm is suitable for a
hot-climate gardcn or for use as a potted
specimen indoors., Growing to 10 [t

(3 m) tall with a similar spread, its dark

green, arching fronds give it an elegant,
lacy effect. The short, slender stem is
rough because the bases of the old leaves
persist. The fruit are small, black, egg-
shaped drupes. ZONES 10-12.

Phoenix rupicola

Cliff date, Indian date palm

From northern India, this species has a
slender 25 ft (8 m) tall trunk topped with
a head of gracefully arching, rather glossy
fronds up to 8 ft (2.4 m) long. Panicles
Of‘yellﬂ\v HG\VETS dare FC!“DWEd by Sma”-
dark red fruit. Although the relatively
quick growth and size of this species mean
it is best grown outdoors, it is suitable
for greenhouse cultivation. ZONES 10-12.

PLATYCERIUM

The 15 species are epiphytic ferns with
hanging, spore-bearing divided fronds
up to 8 ft (2.4 m) long. They are valued

for their dramatic appearance.

Cultivation

These ferns can be grown as epiphytes
by t‘ying thcm onto boaT'CIS that are then
attached to a post or tree, or grown in
baskets. The sterile nest leaves catch leaf
Iil‘tel“ él.l'lC] (_‘lthl.‘:r \’Cgetab]e matter so thﬂt
the Toots EVEntuﬂ“‘}’ gl"{]\v iI"ltO tlle debl"iS
and are protected from wind. The base
of the plants should be kept moist.
Fertilize the plants with dilute liquid
manure. Propagate by division. Check
for beetle and moth larvae.

Platycerivm superbum

syn. Platycerium grande

Staghorn fern

In the wild, clinging to a rainforest tree,
this epiphyte can reach up to 6 ft (1.8 m)
in height and spread, and its sheer
weight can make it fall to the ground. It
does well in a fernery or garden, where
it grows to about half its natural size.
ZONES 10-12.

Platycerium superbum

PRITCHARDIA

Loulu palm

This is a genus of some 37 species of
tropical fan palms. Found naturally in
Fiji, Hawaii and other Pacific islands,
they grow as tall as 70 ft (21 m) and have
very large, flat fronds that are divided
only about halfway to the midrib. The
trunk is straight and smooth for its lower
two-thirds; the upper third is often
covered with old frond bases and thatch.
Branched inflorescences of small cream
to orange flowers dcve]op at the base of
the crown and are followed by small

black fruits.

Cultivation

These tropical palms demand a warm,
humid climate. They prefer moist,
humus-rich, well-drained soil and light
shade when young. Propagate from seed.
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Pritchardia pacifica

Pritchardia pacifica

Fiji fan palm

There is some doubt that this handsome
fan palm is truly native to Fiji, though
that is where it first became known to
science, and some palm botanists have
Suggcsled that it was introduced from
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Tonga. It is impressive for the crown of
luxuriant foliage, consisting of huge,
pleated fronds each up to 5 ft (1.5 m)
across and only shallowly divided into
segments. The flowering branches are
shorter than those of many other
pritchardias, not extending beyond the
fronds and bearing dense clusters of
yellow flowers at their ends; the fruit are
small, black and round. This palm is
easily cultivated and makes rapid
growth. ZONES 10-12.

RHAPIS

Lady palm

Rbapis is a small genus of about 12
species of low-growing palms ranging
from southern China to Thailand. They
form clumps of slender, bamboo-like

Rhapis excelsa

stems carrying small, deeply divided,
fan-shaped fronds. New stem growth is
covered with interwoven fibers arising
from the base of each frond. The yellow
male and female flowers occur on
separate plants. The fruits are small
berries containing a single seed.

Cultivation

These palms are often grown in tubs,

as ornamental clumps, or as hedges
outdoors in warm, humid climates.

They require some shade and rich, moist
soil. They are usually propagated by
dividing a clump but can be reproduced
from seed.

Rhapis excelsa

Miniature fan palm

The many stems of this palm form a
dense clump up to 15 ft (4.5 m) tall.
The fronds, light to rich green, divide
into 5 to 8 stiff, finger-like segments.
The tiny, bowl-shaped, creamy flowers
appear in small panicles among the
frond. It will grow outside in warm
climates, but slowly; its leaves may
burn in full sun. ZONES 10-12.

Roystanea elotn

ROYSTONEA

Royal palm

This genus of about 10 species of very
tall pa|m5 comes from the Caribbean
region. Capable of reaching 120 ft (36 m)
tall, though usually rather less, they have
single. erect, pale brown trunks. Their
fronds can grow 20 ft (6 m) long and 6 ft
(1.8 m) wide. Broom-like panicles of
small white flowers are followed by deep
purple berries. These palms are often
seen planted along avenues or in parks.
The genus name honors General Roy
Stone, veteran of the US Civil War.
Cultivation

They demand full sun and moist, rich,
well-drained soil. Propagate from seed.
If grown indoors they may be prone to
attack from spider mites and scale insects.

Roystonea elafa
Very similar to Royslonea regia, this native
of southern Florida differs visibly only in

Roystonen regia
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that the veining of the leaflets is incon-
spicuous. ZONES 11-12,

Roystonea regia

Cuban royal palm

When mature, this palm grows 100 [t
(30 m) tall and 30 ft (9 m) wide. Its
straight trunk often thickens in the
middle, and the 20 ft (6 m) fronds are
composed of numerous narrow, deep
green leaflets. It bears small white flower
clusters in pendulous spikes up to 3 [t
(I m) long, and deep purple berries 1 in
(25 mm) in diameter. ZONES 11-12.

SALVINIA

There are about 10 species of these
floating annual ferns. They have no true
roots, but a group of divided leaves
under the water take on this function
and also produce the fruiting spores.
When mature the spores sink and grow
just as ferns do.
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Veitchia merilli

Cultivation

Species of Salvinia are easily grown as
floating ferns; new plants appear in
warm weather from dropped spores.
They prefer full sun and still water.
Propagate by separating stems.

Salvinia auriculata

This species comes from around the Gulf
of Mexico to northern Argentina. The
heart-shaped leaves, to % in (18 mm)
long, are dark green, folded upwards,
and have rows of knobs alongside
longitudinal veins. They are crowded
onto the slender stems. ZONES 10-12,

VEITCHIA

The elegant, feather-leafed palms of this
genus occur naturally in tropical forests
of Fiji, Vanuatu and the Philippines. The
15 or so species range in height from
20-100 ft (630 m) and most have a
slender, pale gray, smooth or lightly
ringed trunk. The bright green, gently
arching fronds form an umbrella-like
crown. Bunches of insignificant flowers

Salvinia ouriculato

are lollowed by dense clusters of bright
red or orange berries.

Cultivation

They need protection from wind and
moist, well-drained soil; they do best in
full sun or part-shade. Mature trees
make attractive lawn and landscape
specimens, while young plants grow well
in tubs, even indoors in well lit conditions.
Propagation from seed is slow.

Veitchia merrillii

Manila polm

Native to the Philippines, this is an
attractive, small palm widcl__v grown in
tropical gardens. Maturing to 20 ft (6 m)
tall, it has a slender trunk marked with
rings. The feathery, bright green leaves,
springing from a short crownshaft, form
a compact crown. The bright red fruit,
about 1% in (35 mm) long, hang in
clusters below the crown. This species is
often seen planted in the shelter of build-
ings where its delicate fronds are pro-
tected from wind damage. ZONES 11-12.

WASHINGTONIA

Washingtonia palm

This genus is made up of 2 species of
fan-leafed palms From arid parts of

western Mexico, southern California and
Arizona. Their stately appearance makes
them ideal specimen or avenue trees.
They have an upright, single trunk, and
are sometimes called petticoat palms
because the dead fronds hang down in a
mass around the trunk, almost to the
ground. The large fronds have many
long, tapering segments and spiny stalks.
The small white Hlowers cluster at
intervals on long flowering branches that
arch out well beyond the fronds. The
fruits are small dark drupes.

Cultivation

These palms enjoy warm to hot climates,
full sun, well-drained soil and an open
position. Propagate [rom seed.

Washingtonia robusta

Mexican washingtonia palm, Mexican fan palm
This species, taller and more slender
than Washingtonia filifera and with a more
tapering trunk, occurs naturally in
northwestern Mexico. It grows to 80 ft
(24 m) and its crown s 10 ft (3 m)
across. The shiny, bright green fronds,
almost circular, are less deeply seg-
mented than those of W, filifera. The
fruit are tiny dark brown berries.
ZONES 10-11.

ZAMIA

This is the largest and most diverse of
the American genera of cycads. There
are thought to be 60 or more species,
and they include some of the most
diminutive cycads. They usually have a
short subterranean or above-ground
stem, and arching fronds divided into
few or many leaflets. The leaflets are
mostly smooth, often with toothed or
serrated margins. Male and female cones
are borne on different plants and vary in
shape. The stems in some species have
been used as a source of edible starch.

Washingtonia robusta

Cultivation

Grow in part-shade in well-drained soil;
water liberally during growth and
sparingly at other times. They make
excellent COI‘Itair‘lE]‘ plants. Pr‘opagate
from fresh seed after removing the fleshy
outer covering.

Zomia pumila

Coontie, Florida arrowroot

A native of the grasslands and open forests
of the whole Caribbean region, this small
cycad grows from freely branching, under-
ground stems. The dark green, leathery,
fern-like leaves are erect to spreading
and are less than 3 ft (1 m) long. The
male cones are cylindrical, while the
female cones are ovoid; both are rusty
red. Best grown in full sun, this species
malkes an attractive addition to a border
or as a container specimen. ZONES 10-12.
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AESCHYNANTHUS

Over 100 species of mostly epiphytic
creepers and subshrubs in the African
violet family make up this genus, ranging
through rainforests of Southeast Asia
and the Malay Archipelago. Some have
become popular as indoor plants, suited
to hanging baskets and flowering freely
for months on end. The stems are tough
and wiry, sometimes clinging by roots.
Leaves are fleshy and pointed, arranged
in opposite pairs, and the flowers,

Aeschynanthus jovanicus

Aeschynanthus speciosus

clustered at the ends of branches are
trumpet-shaped but curved, often with
the base enclosed in a conspicuous calyx.

Cultivation

They prefer a position in part-shade and
are most at home in a hanging basket or
established in the crotch of a large tree.
Pot in a coarse indoor plant mix and
water freely in the growing period.
Propagate from cuttings.

Aeschynanthus javanicus

Lipstick vine

Native to Java and other islands of the
Malay Archipelago, this species bears
flowers shorter than in most other
species but of the most brilliant red or
orange color, the cup-like calyx usually
darker than the broadly lobed corolla
and both covered in bristly hairs. Stems
and flowers are both pendent, and a
stunningwell-grown specimen in a
basket can make a cascade of red and
green. ZONES 11-12.

Aeschynanthus speciosus

Native to Borneo, this species bears
large clusters of tubular, 4 in (10 cm)
long orange flowers with yellow throats.
With a somewhat trailing habit, it
reaches a height and spread of 12-24 in
(30-60 cm). Stems are slender and
al‘ching aﬂd 1.'11{-: dal‘l{ green. lﬂnCC"
shaped leaves are carried in pairs or
whorls with a terminal rosette surround-
ing a cluster of flowers. ZONES 11-12.

ALLAMANDA

A dozen or so species ol twining
climbers and shrubs belong to this
tropical American genus, a few of them
widely planted in warm climates for their
colorful trumpet flowers, mostly bright
yellow. Glossy leaves are in whorls of 3
to 6 on the smooth stems, which bleed

Allamonda catharfico *Hendersonii’

milky sap if cut. The climbing species are
among the most popular Ornamentﬂls 'Iln

the tropics, ideal for growing over fences
or against walls. They produce a succes-
sion of flowers for much of the year.

Cultivation

Grow outdoors in a sunny, sheltered
position in rich soil, watering freely.
Prune periodically to maintain shape and
encourage flowering. Propagate from
cuttings and watch for mites which
disfigure the leaves.

Allamonda cathartica

Golden trumpet vine

This vigorous climber, fast-growing to
15 ft (4.5 m), bears large, yellow,
trumpet-shaped lowers to 6 in (15 cm)
ACross. It hx'.'lS “-"‘101"15 Di" Ial]c@-s}]aped
leaves and makes a luxuriant cover for
walls and strong fences. The Howers of
‘Hendersonii” are yellow with white
spoll‘ed throats. ZONES 11-12.
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Antigonon leptapus

ANTIGONON

Coral vine

This Mexican and Central American
genus is made up of species of tendril
climber, only one of which is widely
cultivated for its display of delicate
coral-pink blossom. The leaves are dark
gr‘(':cn ﬂrld hei\ﬂ-shaped W]th wavy
edges. The dense foliage canopy is
decked with trailing sprays of clustered
racemes of small flowers, appearing over
da long sedason. Onl}’ t]‘le I‘leart-s]lﬂped
sepals, tightly pressed together, provide
the color, which ranges from the deepest
coral to quite pale pink or even white.

Cultivation

These climbers require ample moisture.
Propagate from seed, cuttings or by
division of the rootstock.

Antigonon leptopus

Coral vine, chain of love

This is a fast-growing, showy creeper
that may grow to 25 ft (8 m) or more. It
bears masses of deep pink, heart-shaped
flowers, and is ideal for trellises, per-
golas and arbors where a light cover is
desirable. ZONES 9-11.



Beaumantio grondiflora

ARISTOLOCHIA

Dutchman's pipe, birthwort

This large genus of over 500 species
comprises evergreen and deciduous,
twining climbers and some herbaceous
perennials. The climbers are most often
cultivated, chosen for their heart-shaped
leaves and unusually shaped tubular
flowers, which have a swelling at the
base and a hood above, usually with the

tube between sharply bent. Insects are
attracted into the mouth of the flowers
by a strong scent, and pollen is scattered
over their bodies. The fruit are also
curiously shaped, dangling from slender
stalks and splitting at maturity to spill
fine seed as they rock in the breeze.

Cultivation

The plants require well-drained, humus-
rich soil in a sunny position with some
shade and support for their climbing
habit. Prune growth to 2 to 3 nodes
periodically. Propagate from seed or
from cuttings. Watch out for spider
mites.

Aristolochia grandiflora

Pelican flower

The curiously shaped flower buds of this
Central American species resemble the
neck of a pelican. The purple and green
[lowers, which at 6 1n (15 em) or more
across are among the largest in the
genus, emit an odor that is attractive to
pollinating flies, but not so appealing to
humans. The vine grows very quickly
from seed and can be treated as an
annual in temperate climates.

ZONES 10-12.

BEAUMONTIA

This is a genus of 9 species of woody,
evergreen, twining vines from the lower
Himalayas and Indo-Malayan region.
They have large, leathery, glossy leaves,
arr‘unged in Uppositc p(lil‘s on the stems,
that bleed sticky sap when cut. The
flowers are trumpet-shaped, quite large,
mostly white and fragrantly scented,
opening progressively from loose clusters

that terminate lealy lateral branches.

Cultivation

They like a moist, humus-rich, well-
drained soil in a sheltered position in full
sun or light shade. The plants can be

trained on a strong trellis or over a
stump, or allowed to mound without
support, trimming back longer growths.
Prune immediately after flowering.
Propagation is normally from cuttings.

Beaumontia grandiflora

Herald's trumpet

This beautiful, large, woody climber will
climb to 20 ft (6 m) or more but needs
strong support for its thick twining
stems. It is valued for its large, fragrant,
white trumpet flowers, 4-6 in (10-15 cm)
long, and its handsome, deep green
leaves, prominently veined and up to

10 in (25 cm) long. ZONES 9-12.

BOUGAINVILLEA

The genus consists of 14 species ranging
through tropical and subtropical South
America, but only 3 or 4 have been
grown as ornamentals. The numerous
cultivars include many different kinds
and colors. They are evergreen in the
wet tropics, but may be deciduous where
there is a severe dry season. Their finest
display is in the dry season though they
may Hower on and off all year. The true
flowers are tubular and rather insig-
nificant, but the surrounding bracts are
brilliantly colored, often changing color
or shade as they age. The simple, broad
leaves are soft and usually covered with
fine hairs.

Cultivation

All species do best in full sun. Only
water when needed and do not over-
fertilize, particularly with nitrogen, as
this will produce luxuriant leaf’ growth
but very little in the way of colorful
bracts. Bougainvilleas need strong
support for their vigorous growth, but
‘an be controlled by pruning after
flowering, when rampant plants can be
ruthlessly cut back without harm.
Flowers appear on the new wood. With
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regular heavy pruning, all bougainvi“eas
can be grown in large containers and
kept to a height and width of about 3 ft

(1 m) if desired. Propagate from cuttings.

Bougainvillea > buttiana

This hybrid is a cross between
Bougainvillea glabra and B. peruvtana and
includes many cultivars. They are large,
woody, vigorous growers with dark
green leaves and spines. The bracts vary
in color from white to orange-pink and
deep red. ‘Mrs Butt’ with purplish red
bracts was the original of this popular
group, discovered by a Mrs Butt in a

Bougainvilles > buttiana ‘Louis Wothen’




Bougainville globra

Bougainvilea glabra “Alba"

garden in Trinidad some time around
1900. ‘'Louis Wathen' (syn. 'Orange
King') has rounded orange bracts that
change to a bright rose pink. ‘Golden
Glow' (syn. 'Hawaiian Gold’) has bracts
that are a magnificent shade of orange-
gold, turning more pinkish as they age.
ZONES 10-12.

Bougainvillea glabra

A native of Brazil, this is one of the two
common species that have been long
established in gardens around the world.
It includes many cultivars and is also one
parent of the hybrid Bougainvillea X
buttiana, which includes many more. It is
a vigorous shrubby vine, growing to 30 ft
(9 m), with masses of bright purple or
white bracts. It has thin, curved spines
and the leaves have tiny hairs. "Alba’
(syns ‘Snow White', 'Key West White")
has white bracts with prominent green
veins and smallish pale green leaves; it is
not as vigorous as most other cultivars.
'i\"lagniﬁca' (syn. 'Magnilica Traillin’) 1s
the familiar bright magenta bougain-

Bougainvillen ‘Scarlett 0'Hor'

villea, blooming over a long season, with
glossy. dark green leaves. ZONES 10-12.

Bougainvillea “Scarlett 0’Hara’

syns *Hawaiian Scarlet’, *San Diego Red’

This popular free-flowering hybrid
cultivar of uncertain origin is a large,
vigorous grower, the new growths dark
red with many thorns. The leaves are
large, dark green, rather rounded, and
the almost circular crimson bracts are
very large, orange-tinted before they
mature and often appearing before the
leaves. ZONES 10-12.

Bougainvillea ‘Temple Fire’

syn. Bougainvillea "Helen Johnson’

Of hybrid origin, this is one of the
smallest bougainvilleas, growing to about
3 ft (1 m). It has small leaves and short
thorns. The bracts are a reddish purple
color with a hint of copper before they
are fully expanded. This cultivar is well
suited to growing in a tub. ZONES 10-12,
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Bougainvillea ‘Temple Fire"

CARDIOSPERMUM

This is a genus of 14 species of vigorous,
fast-growing, evergreen climbers from
tropical and South America, one of them
naturalized in all warm regions of the
world. They climb by tendrils and need
support. They have soft green foliage
consisting of coarsely serrated leaflets
and small white flowers, but it is the
inflated, balloon-like seed pods that are
their most distinctive feature —the pods
split at maturity into 3 delicate segments,
each with a hard black seed attached;
the seeds float to the earth with a
spinning motion. One species is valued
as a folk medicine in tropical Asia. In
s0me warm l‘egim’ls tI1C_}’ can bccomc
tl'OUbleSOlTlE \\'Eedﬁ. S]“Othf‘.‘ring l'lﬂti\-'(‘
trees and other vegetation.

Cultivation

These vines self-sow and regenerate
from very small sections of root. They
need well-drained, fertile soil and a
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reasonably long dry season to enable the
seed cases to develop and dry to their
attraCtiVE straw COIOT.

Cardiospermum halicacabum

Balloon vine

Occurring widely throughout the
world's tropics, this fast-growing vine
climbs by tendrils. It has hairy, pale
green leaves with oblong, 3-lobed
leaflets that are pointed and toothed. It
has clusters of inconspicuous white
flowers. These are followed by papery,
inflated, straw-colored fruit enclosing
black seeds. The balloon vine is used
in Indian traditional medicine.

ZONES 10-12.

Cardiospermum halicocabum

(litoria tematea

CLITORIA

Eighteenth-century botanists such as
Linnaeus (who named this genus) were
IESS I::Otl‘lEl‘eC] t]lﬂn thDSe OF t!'le p]‘ese]’lt
day at the thought of naming plants for
their resemblance to intimate parts of the
human anatomy, and Clitoria is one such
case. There are some 70 species of
Cvcl"gl“ccn icguminous CHmbCrS. p(:r‘i:nl'lials
and shrubs in this genus, occurring in
most tropical regions but predominantly
in the Americas. They have pinnate
IEEI.\"ES a.nd tlle |"10\,\-'er's are bOl"ne S]ngly
or in small clusters. Although their basic
floral structure is of the pea-flower type,
t]le ﬂO\VeI‘S are preSEllted LlpSiClE do“’n—
the keel’ petal appears on the top rather
than the underside and so insects are
dusted with pollen on their backs instead
of their bellies.

Cultivation

They need full sun, fertile, moist but well-
drained, loamy soil. Provide good support
for twining stems and thin out growth
with pruning. Propagate from seed.

Clitoria ternatea

Butterfly pen

This is a lovely evergreen, twining up to
12 ft (3.5 m) with slender stems and
fresh green leaves divided into 3 or 5
oval leaflets. Flowers are quite large,
about 2 in (6 cm) long, pale lilac with
vellow centers; they are followed by Hat
pods. There is also a double-Howered
form. The specific name refers not to the
commonly ternate arrangement of the
leaflets, but to the Indonesian island of
Ternate, where this species was first
recorded. It occurs widely in tropical
Asia. ZONES 10-12.

EPIPREMNUM
This is a genus of 8 species ol evergreen
climbing plants from tropical areas of

Southeast Asia and the western Pacilic.
Cultivated for their attractive foliage,
they climb by using adhesive aerial roots
and can reach great heights in forests. In
the home they are easily pruned at any
time to control growth. The foliage goes
through both juvenile and adult forms
and adult leaves of some species can be
up to 24 in (60 cm) long. They are
usually somewhat heart-shaped. These
climbers rarely flower until they produce
adult foliage.

Cultivation

Most species are easy to grow indoors in
bright, indirect light. Grow in a good,
moisture-retentive potting mix. Water
regularly. Provide the support of a moss
pole, and to encourage branching pinch
out shoot tips. Propagate from cuttings
or by layering.

Epipremnum pinnatom

syn. Raphidophora pinnafa

Up to 60 ft (18 m) tall in its native
forests from Southeast Asia to tropical
Australia, this species can be kept to a
manageable size in cultivation. The
juvenile leaves are usually entire,
although they are sometimes perforated
or lobed. The perforated, adult leaves
are up to 3 [t (1 m) long b.‘-" 18 in

(45 em) wide and olten have translucent
spots along the midrib. ‘Aureum’ (syns
Lipwpremnum aurewm, Pothos aureus,
Rhaphidophora aurea, Seindapows avrens),
devil’s ivy or pothos, has apple-green,
heart-shaped leaves marbled with
creamy white or go]d. ZONES 10-12.

Ficus
Many of the species belonging to this

A g i
genus are trees, and detailed information
on the genus is given in the Trees
chapter. However, Fiews pumdla is treated
here as a climber.
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Ficus pumila

syn. Ficus repens

Climbing fig, creeping fig

From Japan, Vietnam and China, this
vigorous evergreen climber clings by
aerial roots along the stems. It has
attractive small, bright green, heart-
shaped juvenile leaves that turn bronze.
REIT}OVC ﬂ]’ly mature \’V(]DCI‘}’ b]‘anches
that stand out s!mngly from the support
to retain juvenile leaves. ‘Minima' has
much smaller, daintier foliage and is less
rampant; ‘Quercifolia’ has lobed leaves;
‘Variegata' is more vigorous with leaves
mottled white to cream. ZONES 8-11.

Epipremnum pinnatum *Aureum’




Hoya camosa ‘Compacta’

HOLMSKIOLDIA

This genus of 10 species of evergreen,
sprawling shrubs or scrambling climbers
is indigenous to warm-climate coastal
regions from southeastern Africa and
Madagascar to India. They are fast
growing and generally suit tropical or
subtropical gardens, but their range can
be extended slightly by planting near a
sheltering wall. The flowers are usually
trumpet-shaped with a coral-red calyx.

Cultivation
Full sun and well-drained, fertile soil suit
them best, and ideally some type of

support that allows their attractive and
unusual flowers to be viewed from
below. They are propagated from
cuttings or from seed. In cooler climates,
they grow in greenhouse conditions.

Holmskioldia sanguinea

Chinese hat plant, parasol flower

[ts unique flowers are the main interest
of this scrambling shrub: each is a
narrow, orange-scarlet tube backed by a
broad, circular calyx, appearing in dense
terminal clusters. The mid-green leaves
are pointed, oval and slightly serrated.
Its long, trailing canes make it ideal for
espaliering. Contain rampant growth by
pruning after flowering and remove old
canes. There are also yellow- and
bronze-tlowered forms. ZONES 10-11.

HOYA

Wax flower

Twiners or root climbers (sometimes
both) with waxy foliage native to
Southeast Asia, New Guinea and
tropical Australia, hoyas all bear clusters
of scented, star-shaped Howers. They are
waxy and resemble cake ornaments, one
star sitting atop a larger one. If plants
are supported on a frame and are also
slightf_\,-' potbmmd l‘hcy are more |i|{e|._v to
flower, but may not do so for several
years. There are about 200 species.

Cultivation

Plant in any potting soil that drains well
in bright to very bright light, with
moderate temperatures and humidity.
Allow the soil surface to become quite
dry between waterings. As the new
flowers come [rom the same spurs as the
old ones, it is best not to prune or pick.
Propagate from semi-ripe cuttings. Be
careful where you place the plant as
sticky nectar drips from the flowers.
Check for mealybugs under glass.

Hoya carnosa

Wax plant

Native to eastern India, southern China
and Burma, this twining plant can be
grown against a small [ramework. It has
dark green, glossy, oval leaves and bears
scented, star-shaped flowers, white to
pink in color and with dark pink centers.
'‘Compacta’ has twisted, upward-folded
leaves that give the plant a curious rope-
like appearance. ZONES 10-11.

Hoya lanceolta subsp. bella

Hoya lanceolata subsp. bella

syn. Hoya bello

Beautiful honey plant, miniature wax plant

This compact Himalayan species has
arching stems and bright green, narrow,
lance-shaped leaves. It looks best when
grown in a hanging pot or basket where
lowers can be admired. Star-shaped
white flowers, with red or purplish pink
centers, hamg in clusters. ZONES 10-11.

Hoya santos < cumingiona

This lovely hybrid has flowerheads that
look like a cluster of sugared shooting
stars. Each bloom has a small, reddish
star attached to backward-pointing
creamy br:fgc' petals. ZONES 10-11.

Hoya serpens

The Howers of some hayas are covered
with minute hairs to give a soft downy
effect. Such is the case with Hoya serpens,
a rather rare species from the Indian
state of Sikkim. It bears flowers about
Y in (12 mm) wide. ZONES 10-11.

IPOMOEA
syns Calonyction, Mina, Pharbitis, Quamodlit
Morning glory

This |arge genus of some 300 mostly

Hoyu serpens

C|imbing. evergreen shrubs, perennials and some of the loveliest of the tropical

and annuals is widespr‘ead throughout flowering vines. Most species have a
the tropics and warm-temperate regions twining habit and masses of funnel-

of the world. It includes sweet potato shaped flowers which in many species
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wither by midday. The flowers are usuall}-’
short lived, lasting only one day (or
night), but blooming prolifically and in
succession. They are useful for covering
sheds, fences, trellises and banks, and
may also be grown in containers.

Cultivation

They prefer moderatefy fertile, well-
drained soil and a sunny position. Care
should be taken when choosing species,
as some can become extremely invasive.
Propagate from seed which has been
genll‘v filed and pre-soaked to aid
germination, or from cuttings (for
perennial species).

Ipomoea alba

Moon flower

syns Colonyction oculeatum, Jpomoea bong-nox

From tropical America, this fast-growing,
soft-stemmed, evergreen perennial vine
grows to 20 ft (6 m) or more. It is
cultivated for its large, fragrant, pure
\\'hite 1'10\'\-’51"5, \-\'hicl'l OpEn at nlght
ZONES 10-12.

Ipomoea horsfalliae

Cardinal creeper

Native to the West Indies and other
tropical regions, this beautiful evergreen

Ipomoea alba

flowering vine grows up to 10 ft (3 m).
[t bears stalked clusters of long, tubular,
deep rose-pink or rose-purple tlowers,
\"hich gi'\r'_(: il. ir.‘: COommon name.

ZONES 11-12.

Ipomoea pes-caprae

syn. lpomoea biloba

Beach morning glory, railroad vine

A prostrate or climbing perennial,
Ipomoea pes-caprae has 2 in (5 cm) wide
flowers that can be pink to light purple
with a dark throat. This species is found
in tropical beaches around the world, its
stems rooting at the nodes. The p]am’:'s
distinctive leaf shape, with 2 rounded
lobes, is referred to in the name ped-
caprae, which means goat's foot.

ZONES 10-12.

JASMINUM

Jasmine

The name jasmine is synonymous with
sweet fragrance, although among this
large genus of some 200 deciduous,
semi-evergreen and evergreen shrubs
and vines, mostly from Asia and Africa,
there are many that offer nothing to the
nose. The leaves are usually compound,
the flowers white, yellow or more rarely

Ipomoen horsfallie

reddish pink. Most of the species culti-
vated for their fragrance are climbing
plants.

Cultivation

Plant in full sun in fertile, moist but
well-drained soil. Prune as required after
flowering. Propagate from cuttings.

Josminum nitidom

Angel wing josmine

The star-shaped, white flowers of this
species are large, about 2 in (5 ¢m)
across, and, like many jasmines, sweetly
scented. They are borne in small sprays.
A strong-growing climber, it has glossy,
oval leaves and reaches a height of

10-20 ft (3—6 m). ZONES 10-11.

Jasminum sambac

Arabian jasmine

This rather weak evergreen climber
grows to only 10 ft (3 m). It has large,
glossy green leaves and bears sweetly
perfumed white flowers. In China the
flowers are used for perfuming tea,
while in India they are made into
garlands. ‘Grand Duke of Tuscany’ is a
double-flowered form, rather less
vigorous. Often confused with Jasminum

dqambac is J. nmft{}‘;"m':mr. with denser

flower clusters and downy stems.
ZONES 10-11.

Jasminum nitidum
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LONICERA

Honeysuckle, woodbine

This diverse genus, of wide occurrence
in the northern hemisphere, consists of
around 180 species of shrubs and woody
twining climbers, both evergreen and
deciduous. They have leaves in opposite
pairs and mostly smooth-edged, and
Howers that are 2-lipped with a short to
long tube, usually sweetly scented and
yielding nectar to visiting bees or birds.
Many honeysuckle species and their
hybrids are valued garden plants, hardy,
long lived and disease free though often
becoming straggly unless pruned
annually. The shrub species are excellent
tor borders, while the climbers can be
used to cover trellises, walls or fences.

Inomoen pes-<aproe




Lonicern hildebrandiong

Cultivation

They are easily grown in sun or light
shade and are not fussy about soil. They
benefit from regular pruning to keep
them from becoming hopeless tangles.
Propagate from seed or from cuttings.

Watch for aphids.

Lonicera hildebrandiana

Giant honeysuckle, Burmese honeysuckle

This evergreen or semi-evergreen
climber from southern China and
Southeast Asia, reaches up to at least
30 ft (9 m), with vigorously twining
branches and large glossy leaves. It has
the longest flowers in the genus, about
4in (10 cm) long with a curved tube
and recurving lips, cream at first but
soon aging to orange; they are only
faintly scented and are followed by
green fruit. It needs strong support.
ZONES 9-11.

Lonicera japonica

Jopanese honeysuckle

This vigorous climber from eastern Asia,
growing to 30 ft (9 m), has glossy, dark
green leaves. Pairs of fragrant white
Howers, ageing yellow or sometimes
purple tinged, are followed by black
berries. This species can become an
invasive weed, although it is very

useful as a ground cover or to quickly
hide fences and posts. 'Aurea-reticulata’

Lonicern japonica

has attractive, gold-veined leaves but
bears only a few owers; ‘Halliana’
with bright green oval leaves and
perfumed, small white flowers that age
to yellow, has been used in Chinese
medicine since the Tang dynasty in
659 AD. ZONES 4-10.

MANDEVILLA

syn. Diplodenio

Native to Central and South America,
many of these fast-growing, woody
stemmed climbers come from the Organ
Mountains forests near Rio de Janeiro,
home of many exotic plants admired
worldwide. They bear profuse pink or
white trumpet-shaped flowers, fragrant
in some species. They were named after
British diplomat and gardener Henry
Mandeville (1773-1861).

Cultivation

Mandevillas like part-shade and deep,
rich, well-drained soil. Provide ample
water on hot days. Propagate from seed
or cuttings.

Mandevilla % amoena 'Alice du Pont’

syns Mandevill > amabilis ‘Mlice du Pont’, Dipladenia *Alice du Pont’
Growing up to 20-30 ft (6-9 m) tall
(much less in containers), this twining
climber produces handsome, oval, glossy
leaves and clusters of large, deep pink,
scentless flowers over a long period. The

Mandevilla > amoena ‘Nice du Pont’

plant needs a warm, protected position
with midday shade. ZONES 10-11.

Mandevilla sanderi

syn. Diplodenia sonderi

Brazilion jasmine

This vine climbs by twining around its
support up to 15 ft (4.5 m) in warm
climates. Its foliage is rich glossy green
and up to 2% in (6 cm) long. In the wild
form, the flowers are usually rose pink
and 3 in (8 cm) wide. Several named
cultivars have recently been released,
including ‘My Fair Lady’, which is pink
in bud opening white with pink
shadings; ‘Red Riding Hood’ with rich
bright pink flowers; and ‘Scarlet
Pimpernel’ which flowers throughout the
year and is the darkest form so far
discovered with rich scarlet flowers with
a yellow throat. ZONES 10-11.

Mandevilla splendens

syn. Diplodenia splendens

One of the showiest species of its genus,
this evergreen twining climber, native to
Brazil, reaches 10 ft (3 m) in height. Its
lustrous green leaves are wide and
elliptical to rectangular, and 8 in (20 cm)
long. It bears pink flowers with yellow
centers. ZONES 10-12.

Mandevilla splendens

MONSTERA

This is a genus of 25 species of often
very large-growing evergreen tropical
climbers, usually with long aerial roots
and often epiphytic or becoming so as
they clamber up forest trees. The foliage
has both juvenile and adult forms:
juvenile leaves are usually much smaller
and entire, often growing flat to the
trunk of the host plant; adult leaves are
much larger and often perforated. The
flower spikes are enclosed in a spathe to
18 in (45 cm) long that is sometimes shed
and is usually white or greenish cream.
The fruits, which often mature to white,
are edible in some species. They are native
to tropical America and the West Indies.
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Cultivation

Species of donastera are usually grown

as indoor plants in all but tropical
countries, where they can climb trees

to 70 ft (21 m) or more. They can be
controlled by pruning. They prefer part-
shade and humus-rich, moist but well-
drained soil. Propagate from ripe seed or
cuttings or by layering.

Monstera delicioso

Mucuna bennefi

Monstera deliciosa

Fruit salad plant, Swiss cheese plant, split-leaf
philodendron

A close relative of Philodendron and native
to the West Indies and tropical America,
the huge, broad, glossy, perforated and
deeply cut leaves of HMonatera deliciosa
grow from thick stems with aerial roots.
Mature plants bear thick, cream-colored
spathes followed by sweet-smelling
cones of edible fruit that take about a
year to ripen and usually only outdoors.
This is an easy plant to grow, and
adjusts to all but the coldest indoor
conditions. ZONES 10-12.

MUCUNA

There are some 100 species in this
legume genus of herbaceous and woody
stemmed, evergreen, twining climbers
and shrubs, occurring throughout the
tropics and subtropics of both
hemispheres. Mucunas belong to the
bean tribe and have rather showy pea-
flowers in pendent sprays, and thin-
walled pods that may be clothed in
irritant hairs. Only one species is
Outstﬂnding ds an Drnﬂlﬂental.

Cultivation

Mucunas grow rampantly in the tropics,
but languish in cooler climates except in
large heated greenhouses. They like their
roots kept cool and shaded, and prefer
well-drained soil rich in humus.
Propagate from seed or by layering.

Mucuna bennettii

New Guinea creeper

The leaves of this strong, fast-growing
climber divide into 3 oval leaflets, and it
bears largc. pendent clusters of pea-like,
brilliant orange-scarlet flowers. It will
grow only in climates like those of its
native Papua New Guinea and needs
abundant water during growth. It

requires a well-supported, large area for
Climbing. Crowded stems may be
thinned out. ZONES 11-12.

PASSIFLORA

syn. Tacsonig

Passion flower, granadilla

This genus contains over 400 species of
mostly evergreen or semi-evergreen,
tendril-climbing vines, primarily native
to tropical South America. They are
grown for their ornamental blossoms and
their pulpy fruit, notably the passionfruit.
Flowers range from pale pink to purple-
red and fruits from pale yellow through
to purple-black, depending on the
species. Two examples of beautiful
hybrids are ‘Coral Seas’, which is a deep
red, and ‘Lilac Lady’ (syn. 'Lavender
Lady"), with its delicate light lilac petals
fading to white at their tips.

Cultivation

Plant in rich, well-drained soil in full sun
and provide support. Water regularly.
Prune congested or overgrown plants.
Propagate from seed or from cuttings or
by layering. They are susceptible to
nematodes.

Passiflora coccinea

Red granadilla, red passion flower

This robust, evergreen, woody stemmed
climber reaches 12 ft (3.5 m) in height.
It is grown for the brilliant, large, scarlet
flowers with red, pink and white crowns
it bears, set among large, dark green,
crinkly leaves. It needs protection from
hot winds. ZONES 10-12.

Passiflora >< exoniensis

A hybrid between Pavsiflora antioguiensis
and P mollissima, this has wide, 3-lobed,
hairy leaves and pendulous flowers up to
6 in (15 cm) wide. The flowers are red
on the outside with a pink interior and
violet-tinted petals. ZONES 10-12.

CLIMBERS & CREEPERS 259

PETREA

This genus of some 30 species of
deciduous or semi-evergreen vines,
shrubs and small trees is from Mexico
and tropical America. The foliage is
variable, but usually broadly elliptical,
6-8 in (15-20 cm) long, deep green with
toothed edges and sometimes sticky or
covered with fine hairs. The 6-24 in
(15-60 em) long inflorescences smother
the plant. Most species have blue or
purple flowers, although mauve and
white are also common. The flowers are
followed by small drupes.

Passiflora coccinen

Passiflora < exaniensis
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Petrea volubilis

Philodendron eruhescens

Cultivation

They are best grown in light, well-
drained soil in full sun. Propagate from
seed or more commonly from cuttings.

Petrea volubilis

Purple wreath, sandpaper, queen’s wreath

Native to Central America and the West
Indies, this bushy, evergreen woody
stemmed climber is grown for its clusters
of delightful, star-like, violet flowers.
They are set among simple, elliptic,
rough-textured ICElVCS. ll. gl‘ov\,’s to a
heig]"lt of 20 ft (6 m) or more and needs
support to maintain its climbing habit.
ZONES 10-12.

PHILODENDRON

This genus of up to 500 species includes

many well-known house plants as well as

some shrubs and small trees. Native to

tropical America and the West Indies,

they are mainly epiphytic, evergreen vines

and creepers with aerial roots, some

dainty but others quite robust. They are

known for their lush foliage, often with a [
dramatic outline or deep lobes, mostly |
green but sometimes attractively marked
with white, pink or red. The petal-less
flowers are inconspicuous. All parts of
the plants are poisonous.

Cultivation

All species need plenty of moisture to be
cultivated outdoors. They need a
sheltered, shady spot with well-drained,
humus-rich soil. Water and fertlize
house plants regularly. Propagate from
CLIt‘l‘ingS or Sced.

Philodendron erubescens

Red-leaf philodendron, blushing philodendron

This elimbing species from Colombia has
PUI'PIE-reCl stems ﬂnd new gl'O‘Vth. [tS
leaves are more than 15 in (38 cm) long,
Clﬂngat(‘:d hﬂﬂrt' to ilI‘l‘O\thad-Shapcd.
glossy deep green above with purplish
undersides. It is usually treated as a
house or greenhouse plant, grown in a
pot trained up a frame. Philodendron
erubescens ‘Burgundy' has 12 in (30 cm)

red-flushed leaves with red veins and
deep purple-red stems. ZONES 11-12.

PIPER

Pepper

This genus of over 1,000 species of
shrubs, climbers and trees is found
throughout the tropics. As might be
expected of such a large genus, there is
little to be said that applies to all of
them. The source of pepper and kava,
they are often aromatic plants and their
leaves are smooth-edged, usually deep
green and often heart- or lance-shaped.
The flowers are minute, cream or green
and are borne on short yellowish spikes
that form in the leaf axils. Small green
fruits that ripen to red follow.

Cultivation

All species prefer moist, humus-rich soil.
They will grow in sun or shade and in the
right conditions can be vigorous. Propa-
gate from seed or cuttings or by division
or layering depending on the plant type.

Piper betle

Betel

Found from India to the Malay penin-
sula, this 15 ft (4.5 m) tall plant climbs
using adventitious roots. Its leaves are
heart-shaped, 4-6 in (10-15 cm) long
by 3 in (8 cm) wide and are chewed by
native peoples along with the nut of the
betel palm (Areca catechu). The floral
spike is up to 6 in (15 cm) long and
becomes a red mass as the fruit develop.
ZONES 10-12.

QUISQUALIS

This is a genus of about 16 species of
evergreen shrubs and twining climbers.
They bear panicles or racemes of small,
tubular, 5-lobed flowers and have simple
leaves produced in opposite pairs. The
translation of the genus name is "Which?
What?'—an expression of amazement at

Quisqualis indica

the variable growth pattern of these
natives of Africa and tropical Asia.

Cultivation

Grow in humus-rich, moist but well-
drained soil in full sun or part-shade.
The stems may need support; pinch out
overgrowth. Propagate from seed or
cuttings or by layering.

Quisqualis indica

Rangoon creeper, red jusmine

This strong-growing, evergreen creeper
can reach 70 ft (21 m) in tropical areas.
The flowers are strongly fragrant,
especially at night, opening white and
deepening to pink and then red. It needs
a sturdy support and is useful for



Solondro moxima

covering fences, walls and pergolas. Cut
back old stems and remove spent
flowers. ZONES 10-12.

SOLANDRA

Chalice vine

This genus of 8 species of evergreen,
woody stemmed, scrambling climbers
was named in honor of the Swedish
botanist Daniel Carlsson Solander
(1736-82), a pupil of Linnaeus.
Natives of tropical America, they are
grown for their large, fragrant, trumpet-
Shapcd HOVVEI'S ﬂnd S]lil‘ly, ]ea“}'lel“y
foliage.

Cultivation

Plant outdoors in full sun in fertile, well-
drained soil and water freely during the
growing season. Thin out crowded stems
after flowering. Propagate from
Cull'ings.

Solandra maxima

syn. Solandra nifido

Cup of gold, Howaiian lily, golden chalice vine

A giant climber from Mexico to
Colombia and Venezuela valued for its
huge flowers and ability to cover very
large areas, this is a rampant, woody
vine growing to 30 [t (9 m) or more,
requiring plenty of space and a sturdy
support. It bears yellow flowers, to
10 in (25 em) across and with a purplish

Solonum crispum

stripe down the center of each petal. It
tolerates wind, d:‘y conditions and salt
spray, so it is an excellent plant for
seaside gardens. ZONES 10-12.

SOLANUM

syn. Lycianthes

There are over 1,400 species in this
genus including trees, shrubs, annuals,
biennials, perennials and climbers from a
range of habitats worldwide. The genus
includes important food plants like the
potato and eggplant (aubergine), though
many species are dangerously poisonous.
Ornamental species are grown for their
flowers and fruits. The leaves are
ar‘ranged allernately. while the sho“r_\.'
flowers are solitary or in clusters, star-
shaped to bell-shaped, ranging in color
from white and yellow to blue and
purple. The fruits are berries that
contain many seeds.

Cultivation

Most prefer full sun and rich, well-
drained soil. They are commonly grown
from seed or cuttings. They are prone to
attack by spider mite, white fly and
aphids.

Solonum crispum

Chilean potato tree

This is an evergreen or semi-evergreen
scrambling climber to 20 ft (6 m) from

Solanum wendlandii

Chile, with undulating oval or heart-
shaped leaves up to 4 in (10 cm) long
that are finely hairy. The heads of lilac-
blue flowers are fragrant and are
followed by white V4 in (6 mm) fruit.
'Glasnevin' is a vigorous form with deep
blue flowers. ZONES 8-11.

Solanum seaforthianum

St Vincent lilac, glydine, Brazilian nightshade

This is a showy, evergreen, slender-
stemmed vine growing to 20 ft (6 m) and
bearing large nodding clusters of violet-
blue flowers with yellow stamens. These
are followed by small scarlet berries.
ZONES 10-12.

Solanum wendlandii

Potato vine, paradise flower, giant potato creeper
This robust evergreen or semi-evergreen
vine to 20 ft (6 m) has a few hooked
spines. The 8 in (20 cm) leaves are very
variable, simple or divided. The hanging
flowerheads of lilac flowers are up to

6 in (15 cm) across. It is native to Costa
Rica. ZONES 10-12.

STEPHANOTIS

This genus of 5 to 15 species of twining
woody stemmed climbers is found in the
tropical and subtropical regions of
Africa, Madagascar and Asia. Growing
10-20 ft (3-6 m) tall, they have wiry
stems clothed with pairs of 4-6 in

Stephanotis floribunda

(10-15 em) long. waxy, deep green
leaves. The foliage is attractive but the
primary appeal is the fragrant flowers.
Opening from clusters of around 4
blooms, they are pure white, pendu|0us.
tubular with widely flared lobes, and up
to 2'4in (6 cm) long.

Cultivation

Plant in moderately fertile, humus-rich,
moist but well-drained soil in filtered
sunlight as full sun will burn the flowers.
The stems should be supported and
shortened if they become overcrowded.
Propagate from seed or cuttings.

Stephanotis floribunda

Wax flower, bridal wreath, Madagascar jusmine

This evergreen climber from Mada-
gascar can grow to a height and spread
of 10 ft (3 m). It is grown for its pleasant
fragrance and attractive foliage of
paired, waxy, deep green leaves. The
pure white flowers appear in clusters of
about 4 blooms. ZONES 10-12.

STRONGYLODON

This genus consists of 20 species of
vigorous evergreen shrubs or woody
stemmed vines that bear long racemes of
pea-flowers. The flowers can be blue-
green, blue, l'ed or Or‘angc. The
t]‘ipallﬂate leaVES hﬂ\’e lance-shaped or
rﬂul‘lded leaﬂets.
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Cultivation

They prefer full sun or part-shade and

fertile, humus-rich soil. Propagate from
seed, by rooting stem sections or by air

layering.

B
Strongylodon macrobotrys

Jude vine, emerald creeper

A large, twining climber up to 70 ft

(21 m) tall, this species is valued for its
spectacular, 18 in (45 ¢cm) long, pendu-
lous sprays of blue-green flowers. It is
native to the Philippines. Grow over a
pergola or large arch where the long
racemes of Howers can hang down.
ZONES 11-12.

Syngonivm podophyllum

SYNGONIUM

There are about 33 species of these
robust evergreen epiphytic or terrestrial
climbing vines from tropical America.
The long-stemmed and lobed leaves
carry a milky sap. They are usually
produced as potted climbing plants or in
hanging baskets, when the juvenile
simple or basal-lobed leaves are all that
is seen. The flowers are seldom seen in
Cultivation: they may be recl, orange,
green or white.

Cultivation

They need rich soil and protection from
direct sun. Allow the medium to dry out
between waterings. Tip pruning
encourages compact growth. Propagate
from cuttings.

Syngonivm podophyllum

syn. Nephtyfis friphylla of gordens

Arrowhead vine, goosefoot

This plant closely resembles its relative
the climbing Philodendron, with its
handsome climbing or trailing foliage. It
has dan Unusual |'.Bal'u1"e 0]“ Cl’lar‘lgi]’lg lE('lF
shape with maturity. The young,
arrowhead-shaped leaves on the ends of
erect stalks become, with age, lobed with
7 to 9 glossy leaflets growing to 12 in
(30 cm) long. There are several varieties
with variegated leaves in cream or pink.
ZONES 10-12.

Thunbergio baftiscombei

E

Thunbergin grandifiora

THUNBERGIA

This genus of 90 to 100 species of mainly
twining climbers and evergreen, clump-
forming shrubs, was named after the
eighteenth-century Swedish botanist Dr
Carl Peter Thunberg, who collected in
Africa and Japan. Native to Africa, Asia
and Madagascar, their leaves are entire
or lobed, and the mostly trumpet-shaped
blooms are borne individually from the
leaf axils or in trusses.

Cultivation

They will grow in any reasonably rich
soil with adequate drainage. They prefer
a position in part-shade and liberal
water should be provided. Support the
stems and prune densely packed foliage.
Propagate from seed and cuttings.

Thunbergia battiscombei
This species from tropical Africa is a
scrambler with 4 in (10 em) elliptical
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Thunhergia mysorensis

leaves and racemes of yellow-throated
purple trumpet flowers. ZONES 11-12.

Thunbergia grandiflora

Blue trumpet vine, sky flower

This fast-growing, vigorous, evergreen
climber grows to around 15 ft (4.5 m)
high. It is grown for its drooping
clusters of large, sky blue to deep violet
trumpet-shﬂped ﬂOWCI‘SA ll has 1ﬂl'ge-
toothed, heart-shaped leaves up to 8 in
(20 cm) long and looks best when grown
on a trellis, fence or pergola. It requires
protection from dry winds. ZONES 10-12.

Thunbergia mysorensis

This evergreen, woody stemmed climber
comes from tropical mountains in southern
India and thrives in conditions similar to
that of its homeland. It reaches 20 ft (6 m)
and has narrow green leaves. The pendent
flower spikes are a cheerful combination
of brownish red and yellow. ZONES 10-11.



Reference

- Table

The following table provides information
about the tropical plants described in
this book. It covers some of the various uses
you can make of the tropical plants you
choose. The table also provides information on
how tall the plants may grow, so you can plan
your garden knowing the requirements of each
plant. However, variations in geographic
locations and climate will mean differences in
growth habits, especially size. Refer to the
entries in this book before deciding on the
plants that will best suit your locality.
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Name ' Kind Maximum height  Uses

11 |

Acacia farnesiana shrub 15ft (4.6 m perfume, hedge, Soreei

Acalypha bispida f (1.8 m decorative foiwars

decorative flowers

Aechmea chantit decorative p[a.n

mea nrthf&d

decorative plant

Aechmea 'Royal Wine' epiphyte detombiye plant

Aeonium tabuliforme succulent  8in (20 cm) ornamental plant

Aevchynanthes specions . creeper 24 in (60 cm) decorative lowers, hanging basket

Agave bracteosa decorative foliage

Agave stricta decorative foliage

Allamanda schottii

flowers

= a.nd ﬂDWErS

decorative fol

Aloe sessiliflora decorative flowers

.taﬁiﬁr landscape sb]ect

A.{vmwpw‘am decorative plant

decorative flowers

Amberstia nobilis
cashew nuts

Anacardium oceidentale

Anthuriem andracanum epiphyte 24 in (60 cm) Howers

Antigonon leptopus decorative flowers, trellis, pergola, arbor

Areca catechu source of betelnuts

41in (10 cm) under glass, container

Aristolochia grandiflora dimbr 16 ft (5 m) decurave oliage and flowers

Auplenium australavicum fern 5t (1.5m) greenhouse, decorative foliage
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Name

Aupleniam nidus
Atrocarpua beterophyllu
Averrboa carambola
Bll!}f{’ﬂx'lf fﬂl“‘lfl':fﬂr('-\'
Barleria cristata
Barrmgtonia astatica
Baubinta & blakeana
Baubinia monandra
Beaumontia grandiflora
Begonia 'Cleopatra’
Begonia ‘Erythrophylla’
Begonia fuchstoides
Begonia x biemalis
Begonia ‘'Pink Shasta’
Billbergia nutans

B[:\'f:ﬂ !7['(.'1{&1“'{[
Bougainvillea x buttiana
Bougainvillea glabra
Bougainvillea ‘Scarlett O'Hara'
Bougainvillea “Temple Fire’
Bouvardia longiflora
Brachychiton

Brassavola nodosa

Brassia verricosa
Bromelia balansae
Brugmansia aurea
Brugmanuia x candida
Brugmanata ‘Charles Grimaldi’
Brugmanaia ‘Frosty Pink’
Brugmanasia suaveolens
Branfelsta pauciflora
C;mm!?n}u}r crivta
Caesalpinia ferrea
Caesalpinia pulcherrima
Caladium bicolor

(T;T["fl!”fﬁ! t?l’b!l‘fﬂl‘r!l-'
Calathea burle-marxit
Calathea veitehiana
Calathea zebrina
Calliandra californica
Calliandra emarginata
Calliandra baematocephala
Calliandra surinamensis
(—1(1!1{)';'!‘{”!!"}_.f.lru'n‘nrl’.fl‘.l'
Cananga odorata

Canna X generalis

Canna indica

Kind

fern

tree

tree
bamboo
shrub
tree

tree

tree
climber
perennial
perennial
perennial
perennial
perennial
bromeliad
shrub
climber
climber
climber
climber
shrub
tree
orchid
orchid
bromeliad
shrub
shrub
shrub
shrub
shrub
shrub
shrub
tree
shrub
tuber
P'dlm
perennial
perennial
perennial
shrub
shrub
shrub
shrub
shrub
tree
perennial

perennial

Maximum height

3 ft (1 m)

30 (9 m)
20 ft (6 m)
30 ft (9 m)

3 ft (1 m)

20 ft (6 m)
40 ft (12 m)
20 ft (b m)
20 fr (6 m)
24 in (60 cm)
24 in (60 cm)
3t (1 m)
15in (38 cm)
4t (1.2 m)
24 in (60 cm)
10 ft (3 m)
10 ft (3 m)
30 f (9 m)

12 ft (3.5 m)
3ft (1 m)

3 ft (1 m)

80 ft (24 m)
12'in (30 cm)
19 in (50 cm)
5Ff (1.5 m)
20 ft (6 m)
15 ft (4.5 m)
6 ft (1.8 m)

6 ft (1.8 m)
15 ft (4.5 m)
5 ft (1.5 m)
15 ft (4.5 m)
40 ft (12 m)
8ft (2.4 m)
24 in (60 cm)
6ft (1.8 m)

5 fit (1.5 m)
3 ft (1 m)

3 ft (1 m)

4 ft (1.2 m)
10 ft (3 m)
12 ft (3.5 m)
10 ft (3 m)
15 ft (4.5 m)
80 ft (24 m)
6ft (1.8 m)
8 ft (2.4 m)

Uses

greenhouse, decorative foliage
fruit

fruit, shade

tence, hedge

bedding

decorative flowers, fish poison
cut flowers

cut flowers

fragrant flowers
decorative Howers
decorative foliage
decorative Howers
decorative Hlowers
decorative Hlowers
rockeries, containers
ornamental plant
colorful bracts

colorful bracts

colorful bracts

colorful bracts, containers
cut flowers

parks, large garden tree
cut flowers

cut Howers

living fence

decorative flowers
decorative flowers
decorative flowers
decorative flowers
decorative flowers
decorative Howers
climber, decorative flowers
attractive bark
decorative Howers
decorative foliage

cane (rattan), containers
decorative foliage
decorative foliage
decorative foliage
ornamental planr
ornamental plant
ornamental plant

ornamental p|a nt

decorative flowers, attracts birds

fragrant Howers, perfume
decorative Howers

decorative flowers, starch

Name Kind
Cardiospermum halicacabum climber
Cartca papaya tree
Caryota mutis palm
I:.-‘d.r“'u.rl.l'ti wrens ]ﬂlern
Cauvia ftala tree
Cauvea favanica tree
Cavuarina equusettfolta tree
Cattleya, Bifoliate hybrids orchid
Cattleya bowringtana orchid
Cattleya deckert orchid
€. Queen Sirikit ‘Summer Stars” orchid
(‘.rn‘:‘{'r_yru wkinnert orchid
Cecropia palmata tree
Celosia argentea annual
Celosia apicata annual
Cerbera manghas shrub
Chamaecerews oilvestric cactus
Chamaedorea cataractarum palm
Chloropbytum comosun perennial
(.‘br_r,.wm".r'r)m‘.rr.-‘l,r:.rnr fieteacens pa]m
Chrysalidocarpus madagascariensis palm
Citruo aurantifolia tree
Clerodendrum buchananii shrub
{.‘!L'f\]f}i'ﬂ'(}f'lffﬂ Pﬂ'ffl:('f“{rﬂrl'ffrf Sl'ITU b
Clerodendram splendends shrub
Clerodendrum thomaoniae shrub
Clerodendrum ugandense shrub
(‘!""{]{Jﬁ'ﬂ'b’r{“’“ :{111?!’&'.'.'(:(]’1?“’[! Shru t)
Clitoria ternatea climber

Clivia caulescens perennial

Clivia mintata perennial
Clusia rosea tree
Coccoloba wvifera tree
Coccothrinax alta palm
Cocblospermum fravert tree
Cocou nucifera palm
Codiaewm variegatum shrub
f.1:!c'1{:{a,{1,rri.n' eritata orchid
Coelogyne pandurata orchid
Coffea arabica shrub
Colocasia esculenta perennial
Colocasia gigantea perennial
Cordia webestina tree
Cordia wallichi tree
Cordyline fruticosa shrub
Cordyline stricta shrub

Corypha taliera palm

Maximum height

6 ft (1.8 m)
20 1t (6 m)
30 ft (9 m)
40 f (12 m)
60 ft (18 m)
80 ft (24 m)
60 ft (18 m)
18 in (45 cm)
24 in (60 cm)
8 in (20 cm)
12 in (30 cm)
151n (30 cm)
50 ft (15 m)
31t (1l m)

24 in (60 cm)
20 ft (6 m)
6in (15 cm)
6t (1.8m)
12 in (30 cm)
20 ft (6 m)
30 ft (9 m)
20 ft (6 m)
10 ft (3 m)
8k (24 m)
10 ft (3 m)

10 ft (3 m)

6 ft (1.8 m)
6t (1.8m)
12 ft (3.5 m)
6 ft (1.8 m)
18 in (45 cm)
30 ft (9 m)
30 ft (9 m)
30 ft (9 m)
30 ft (9 m)
100 ft (30 m)
8f (24 m)
12 1n (30 em)
12 in (30 em)
15 ft (4.5 m)
S f (2.4 m)
8ft (24 m)
25 ft (8 m)
20 ft (6 m)
10 ft (3 m)
8h (24 m)
30 £t (9 m)
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Uses

pergolas, traditional medicine

fruit

ornamental plant

ornamental plant, source of ‘toddy’
[ragrant flowers

decorative Howers

seaside planting, timber, shade, Arewood
cut flowers

cut flowers

cut flowers

cut flowers

cut flowers

large garden tree

cut flowers

dried flowers

hedge

indoor, balcony, hanging basket, containers
indoor, containers

decorative foliage

ornamental plant, indoor, container
ornamental plant

fruit, containers

decorative flowers and foliage
decorative flowers

decorative flowers

decorative Hlowers

decorative flowers

(1{:‘Cur.‘1ti\'e !“lﬂ\vers

decorative flowers

cut Howers

cut flowers

decorative flowers

fruit, decorative foliage and flowers
large garden tree

fiber

fruit

decorative foliage, hedges

cut Howers

cut flowers

containers, coffee beans

edible tubers, ornamental plant
decorative foliage

ornamental tree, fruit

screen, shelter

containers, patio, indoor

indoor, patio

|arge garden tree
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Name Kind

Maximum height  Uses

Couroupita guianensis fruit, decorative flowers

40 ft (12 m)

Crasoula plegmatoides succulent container, window box, decorative flowers

ornamental tree

Crateva religiosa tree

ornamental plant

rt}um fmcm"arwn ]:lul

Ctenanthe oppenbeimiana perennial decorative foliage, containers

Cyathea cooperi ' tree fern large garden plant

Cycads revoluta landscape subject, courtyard, plaza

Delonix regia shade, decorative flowers

cut flowers

Dendrobium formosum

it

cut flowers

cut flowers
decorative flowers

Dichorivandra thyrsiflora

Dillenia indica tree shade, decorative foliage, flowers, fruit

Disa Hybrids

decorative foliage, indoor

Dracaena marginata

Echinopots oxygona decorative flowers, containers

Elaeis guineenais palm 70 ft (21 m) palm oil
Encephalartos arenarius decorative cones
containers, decorative Hlowers

Episcia diantbiflora

ornamental tree

Erythrina crista-galli tree 30 f (9 m)

ornamental tree, attracts birds

Erythrina baerdi tree 15 ft (4.5 m)

Erythrina variegata ‘ornamental tree

80 ft (24 m

)
{
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Name Kind Maximum height Uses

moist areas, decorative flowers

Eucalyptus papuana 50 ft (15 m)

Eupborbia canariensis succulent 8 Ft (2.4 m) colorful bracts, landscape subject

Eupborbia knuthii container

2in (5 cm)

Eupborbia puleherrima 12 ft (3.5 m)  Christmas decoration, decorative bracts

Eupborbia schimperi 6ft(1.8m) decorative foliage

Eupborbia viguieri colorful bracts

10 £t (3 m)
B B {l1R

70 £ (21 m)

Ficws aspera 'Parcellii’ tree indoor, decorative foliage

Fietws benghalensis . tree shade .

Ficws cordata subsp. salicifolia food source for animals
Ficus elastica tree 100 ft (30 m)  shade

Ficws macropbylla

climber 25 ft (8 decorative foliage

Ficuw virens ornamental tree, shade

Furcraea selloa var. marginata rockery, container

cut flowers

Gardenta auguota

Gloriasa superba tuber 8 ft (2.4 m) . decorative flowers

Guzmania lingulata 18in (45 cm)  decorative bracts, greenhouse

Hakaz B shichib Fi@%a M Safonsablislze

Hedychium coronarium perennial cut flowers

5f (1.5 m

insectivorous perennial 15in (38 cm)  novelty ornamentals, insect control

Heltamphora beterodoxa

ﬂ'."::amiz bibai perennial 5ft (1.5m) colorful bracts

perennial 12 ft (3.5 m) colorful bracts

Heliconia collinsiana

Rfa roatrata 20 ft (6 m) colorful bracts
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Name

Hibiscwos calypbyllus

Hibiscts rosa-sinensis
Hibiscua syriacus

Holmukiolda vanguinea

Ha lanceolata subsp. bella

Hoya verpens

Impatiens poendoviola

Tmpatiens zombendsis
Ipomoea borsfalliae

Txora chinensis

fxora javanica
Jasminum nitidum
Jatropha multifida

Justicia spicigera

Kalanchoe grandiflora

Kafanc ragfo!tlz
.g'ge&'a a -
oy
Lagerstroemia Ja

Litchi chinensis

tree

12 £ (3.5 m)
15 ft (4.5 m)

12 ft (3.5 m)

8&(24

12 in (50 em)

4 (1.2 m)

94 in (60 cm)

24 in (60 cm)

40 ft (12 m)

orchid various, depending on cultivar

80 ft (24 m)

30& Om)

decorative flowers

decorative flowers

20(6 m)

Uses

decorative flowers
decorative flowers

lec Hive flowers
decorative flowers, espalier
decorative flowers, hanging baskets

decorative flowers, containers

indoor plant

bedding, patio, indoor
bedding, containers, patio

decorative flowers, trellis, bank, covering fences
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Name Kind Maximum height  Uses

100 ft (30 m)

Lonicera japonica climber 30 ft (9 m) fragrant, decorative, covering fences, trellis,
Chinese medicine

decorative cones

Handesilla X ameenaAlce du Pont climber 30 ft (9 m) Sldecaratve Mover: containets

decorative Howers

perennial 12 in (30 cm) decorative foliage

30 Om)

avenues, attracts birds

Miltoniopais Hl:inds orchid 12 in (30 cm) cut flowers

Mucuna benneti climber 725 ft (8 m)

decorative fowers
Murraya panienlata shrub 10 ft (3 m) aromatic foliage and flowers

Musa X paradisiaca 25 ft (8 m)

Muosaenda ' Aurorae’ shrub 10 ft (3 m) ornamental plant

Mitssaenda philippica shrub 14 ft (4 m)

ornamental plant

Neoregelia chlorostica bromeliad 14 in (35 cm) decorative foliage

Nepenthes X coccinea climber 14 ft (4 m) insect control
Nepentheos rafflesiana climber 30 ft (9 m) insect control
decorative ﬂuws. hedge

m’mr_x oleander shrub 12 ft (3.5 m)

Hat to water’s surfa

perfume, ponds

Nymp.’m:a, TNH flat to water's surface onds

Ochna verrulata 8t (2.4 m) decorative flowers and fruit
Qdontoglossum crispum orchid 19in (50 em) -~ - cut flowers

Oncidivem varicosum

ft (1.5 m)

cut flowers
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Name Kind Maximum height  Uses

14

Pachystachys lutea

perennial

Paphiopedilum calloswem orchid 18 in (45 cm) cut flowers

cut flowers

Paphiopedilum insigne orchid 18 in (45

cm)
Paphiopedilum malipoense 12

in (30 crn)

Papbiopedilum superbiens orchid 12 in (30 cm) cut flowers

Pavaiflora edulis 15 ft (4.5 m) fruit
Peltopborum pterocarpum tree 60 ft (18 m) shade, fragrant flowers
Peperomia argyreia perennial  10in (25 cm) terrarium, dish garden .

decorative Howers

cut flowers

Philogehdron ervibescens eliber = 25 f (81m)

decorative Fuhage

container, indoor

T i 10 ft (3 m)

Pbyz"!am‘b: actdus 30 ft (9 m) seasu:le planting, decorative flowers

Pt et pereanial D n i) Il hangig basket

Pusonia umbellifera tree 15 ft (4.5 m) containers

Platycerium superbum fern 6 ft (1.8 m) landscape subject, fernery

Plumeria obtusa 25 ft (8 m) fragrant flowers

Polyalthia longiflora 50 ft (15 m) avenues, parks

Db paadion 56 (1.5m) Oecortneiolilye

Quisqualts indica 70 ft (21 m) .coveriﬁg fences, walls, pergolas
Renantbera monachica orchid 3 ft (1 m) cut flowers
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Name Kind Maximum height  Uses

ges

decorative flowers

Rbododendron aurigeranum

decorative flowers

Rhododendron jasminiflorum

Rbododendron laetum

decorative flowers

Royutonea elata large garden tree, parks

Russelia equistiformiys easide plang

Salvinia auriculata fern flat to water's surface ponds

San.tew': pearsonit 3 ft (1 m) decorative foliage, hemp

Scaevola crassifolia seaside planting

Sechefflera actinophylla

container, ornamental tree

Schinuw terebinthifolit shade, avenues

Solaisdra raiiina clinfbec & 30/F:(90)

decorative flowers, seaside planting
Solanum mauritianum
Solanum veaforthianum creeper

Solenostemon amboinicus

Spatbipbyllum ‘Mauna Loa"  perennial  151in (40 cm) indoor, decorative flowers

Spathipbyllum wallisit 12 in (30 cm

decorative flowers

perennial decorative lowers

Stephanotis floribunda climber 10 ft (3 m

decorative foliage, fragrance
yn_gon&m podophyllum climber

decorative foliage

Tabebuia heterophylla

timber, decorative foliage and flowers

Tabernaemontana divaricata shrub 6 ft (1.8 m) informal hedge, container

Tamarindus indica 70 fr (21 m) ornamental tree, avenues, culinary uses

decorative flowers
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Name

Terminalia brassit
Terminalia catappa
Thevetia peruviana
Thevetia thevetiofdes
Thunbergia battiscomber
Thunbergia grandiflora
Thunbergia mysorensis
Thunbergia natalensiv
Thunbergia togoensic
Tibouchina clavata
Tibouchina beteromalla
Tibouchina granulosa
Tibouchina lepidota
Tillandoia argentea
Tillandsia canlescend
Titlandsia flabellata
Tillandsia lindenit
Trevesia palmata
Trichilia emetica
Tristantopais lanring
Veitehia merridlii
Victorta antazontca
Vitesia carinata
Urieata aplendens
Washingtonta robusta
Wedelia trilobata
Weinmannia pinnata
Wigandia caracasana
Wittrockia superba
Worsleya raynert
Xanthorrhoea preisut
Xanthostemon chrysanthu
Yicea elephantipes
Zamia pumila

Zingtber zerumbet

Kind

tree

tree

tree

tree

climber
climber
climber
shrub
shrub
shrub
shrub

tree
shrub
bromeliad
bromeliad
bromeliad
bromeliad
tree

tree

iree

palm

aquatic perennial

epiphyte
bromeliad
palm
perennial
tree

shrub
bromeliad
bulb
perennial
tree

tree

cycad
perennial

Maximum height

30 ft (9 m)
60 ft (18 m)
25 tt (8 m)

15 It (4.5 m)
10 ft (3 m)

15 ft (4.5 m)
20 ft (6 m)
30t (1 m)

5 ft (1.5 m)
8t (2.4 m)

3 ft (1 m)

40 fr (12 m)
12 ft (3.5 m)
61n (15 cm)
18 in (45 cm)
15in (38 cm)
24 in (60 cm)
20 ft (6 m)
30 ft (9 m)
50 ft (15 m)
20 ft (6 m)
flat to water's surface
101in (25 cm)
18 in (45 cm)
80 ft (24 m)
6 ft (1.8 m)
30 ft (9 m)
10 ft (3 m)
3k (1m)
3t (1 m)

20 ft (6 m)
25 tt (8 m)
30 ft (9 m)
3t (1 m)

6 ft (1.8 m)

Uses

shade, paper pulp

nuts

decorative Howers

decorative flowers and fruit
decorative flowers

decorative flowers, trellis, fence, pergola
decorative flowers

decorative flowers

decorative flowers

decorative flowers

decorative flowers

decorative Howers

decorative flowers

decorative foliage, flowers
decorative foliage and flowers
decorative flowers

decorative foliage and flowers
ornamental tree

oil used in traditional medicine, fragrant Howers
screen, hedge

landscape subject, container
large ponds

decorative flowers

decorative flowers

parks, large garden tree
ground cover, hanging basket
shade, decorative foliage, flowers and fruit
decorative foliage
oranmental plant

decorative flowers

landscape subject

shade

ornamental tree

containers, borders

decorative foliage, potpourri

Aeacea 80, 128

Acacia auriculiformis 128

Avacta farnestana 80, 80

Acacta mangium 128, 128

Acalypha 80

;‘|t‘!!’f_‘l,f;’i:¥x? -{H;ﬂ;rf}—}ﬂ 80, &0

| Acalypba wilkesiana 80-1, §1

Acalypha wilkesiana
‘Godseffiana’ 81

Acalypha wilkesiana
'Macateeana’ 81

Acalypha wilkesiana
‘Macrophylla’ 81, §7

81
Achasma 22
Achasma macrocheilos 22, 22
Adenivem 81
Adeniem obesum 81-2, 81
Adentum obesum susbp. obesim
Adbatoda see Juaticia
Adiantum 222
Adiantum perivuanum 222, 222
Aechmea 22-5
Aechmea agavifolia 22, 22
Aechmea chantini 23, 23
Aechmea chantini 'Black' 23, 25
Aechmea fasciata 23, 25
Aechmea ‘Mary Brett' 22, 25
Aechmea nidularioides 24, 24
Aechmea pineliana 24, 24
Aechmea ‘Royal Wine' 24-5, 25
Aechmea 'Shining Light’ 25, 25
Aeoncem 180
Aeonivm tabuliforme 180, 180
Acochynanthus 244, 244
Aeschynanthus javanicus 244, 294
Aeschynanthus speciosus 2944,
2445
Il Alfrican oil palm 231

Acalypba wilkestana ' Marginata'

INDEX

Alrican tulip tree 161
Agapetes 82
Agapetes incurvata 82
Agapetes tncurvata 'Scarlet EIff
82, 82
Agave 180-1
Agave americana 181
Agave bracteosa 180, 181
Agave pecta 181, 181
.('i_qr.:'l'c' atricta 181, 181
air plant 71
Allamanda 82-3, 245
Allamanda cathartica 244, 245
Allamanda cathartica
‘Hendersonii' 245, 245
Allamanda sebottic §2, 83
allspice 67, 67
Aloe 181-3
Aloe alooides 182, 182
Aloe bubri 182, 182
Aloe ferox 181
Aloe rupestris 182, 185
Aloe sessiliflora 182, 185
Aloe speciosa 181, 182, 185
Aloe apectabiliv 183, 185
Aloe uplendens 181
Alpinia 25-6
Alpinia galanga 25, 26
Alpinia purpurata 26, 26
Alpinia zerumbet 26, 26
Alpinia zerumbet 'Variegata' 26
Amazon waterlily 73
Amberatia 128-9
Amberatia nobilis 129, 129
Amearphopballus 26-7
Amorphopballis pacnitfolivs 27,
27
Anacardium 170
Anacardium oceidentale 170, 170
Ananas 170-1

INDEX 277

Ananas comoous 1701, 171
Ananas comosuo "Porteanus’ 171
Ananas comoons 'Variegatus'
171
angel orchid 202, 202
angel wing jasmine 255, 255
angel wings 32, 32
angel’s trumpet 85
annatto 84
Anthurium 27-8
Antburium andracanum 27-8, 27
Anthurium scherzerianum 28
Antigonon 245
Antigonon leptopus 245, 245
Apbelandra 83
Apbelandra squarrosa 83, §5
Apbhelandra squarrosa 'Dania’ 83,
85
Apbelandra sguarrosa ‘Louisae’
83
apple blossom tree 132-3
Arabian coffee 95, 95
Arabian jasmine 255
Areca 222
Areca catechu 222, 225
Areocarpus 1834
Ariocarpus retusus 184, 184
Artocarpus trigonus 184, 184
Ariatolochia 246
Aristolochia grandiflora 246, 246
arrowhead vine 264
Artocarpus 171-2
Artocarpus beterophyllus 171,
171-2
Avcocentrum 198
Ascocentrum Hybrid, Kwa Geok
Choo 198, /9§
Ausecocentrum Hybrid, Thai Gold
198, 198
Auseocentrum Hybrids 198
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Ashanti blood 111-12

Asiatic poison lily 39

asoka 158-9

Auapleniem 2224

Adplenium awstralasicum 223, 225

Auplencam bulbiferm 223

Aaplenium daucifolium 223, 225

Auplentum nidus 223, 224, 224

Austrophytum 185-6

Astrophytum asterias 185, 183

Astrophytum myriostigma 185,
185-6

Avtrophytum myriostigma var.
quadricostata 183, 185-6

Autropbytum ornatum 186, 186

Australian banyan 146-7

Australian ivy palm 159

Australian pine 133

Australian tree fern 229, 229—
30

Australian waterlily 57, 57

Averrboa 172

Averrboa carambola 172

Azalea see Rbododendron

Baja fairy duster 89, 8

balisier 49, 49

balloon vine 250, 25(}

balsam apple 135, 155

bamboo 28

Bambusa 28

Bambusa multiplex 28, 28

Bambusa nudtiplex: ' Alphonse
Karr' 28

Bambusa multiplex ‘Riviereorum
28

banana 175-6

banjo fig 146, /47

banyan 145, /45

Barbados holly /09, 109-10

Barbados pride 88-9, 89

Barberton daisy 45, 43

Barleria 84

Barleria crivtata 84, 84

barrel cactus 188, /44

Barringtonia 129

Barringtonia astatica 129, 129

baseball plant 190, 79

basil 60, 60-1

bat flower 70, 70

bat plant 70, 70/
Bauwhinia 129-30
Baubinia X blakeana 130, 150
Baubinia monandra 130, 130
Baubinia purpurea 130
Baubinia variegata 130
beach lily 3940, 40
beach she-oak 134
bead tree 152
Beawnontia 246-7
Beawmontia grandiflora 2496, 247
beautiful honey plant 253
beefsteak begonia 29
Begonia 28-30
Begonia 'Cleopatra’ 29, 29
Begonta coceinea 30
Begonia 'Erythrophylla’ 29
Begonia fuchsioides 29, 29
Begonia X hiemalis 29-30, 29
Begonia ‘Pink Shasta’ 30, 50
Begonia *Shasta’ 30
Begonia vocotrana 29
Beloperone see Justicia
be-still tree 164, /64
betel 261, 26/
betel palm 222
Billbergia 30
Billbergia nutans 30, 51
bird-catcher tree 155
bird of paradise 68-9, 69, 70
bird's nest fern 223, 225, 224,
229
birthwort 246
bishop's cap 185-6
bishop's miter 185-6
Bixa 84-5
Bixa orellana 84, 85
black mondo grass 61-2
black orchid 202-3, 205
black penda 167
bleeding glory bower 92, 95
bleeding heart vine 92, 95
blood-red tassel-Hlower 90, %
blue amaryllis 75
blue butterfly bush 92-3, 95
blue ginger 42, 42
blue hibiscus 104
blue sage 97
blue trumpet vine 265, 265
blushing bromeliad 55, 55

blushing philoedendron 260,
260-1
bo tree 148, /4¥
bopple nut 174, /75
bottlebrush 90
Bougainvillea 247-9
Bougainvillea X butliana 247-8
Bougatnedlea X buttiana ‘Golden
Glow' 248
Bowgainvillea X buttiana Louis
Wathen' 247, 248
Bougainvillea X buttiana 'Mrs
Butt' 247, 247
Bougainvillea glabra 247, 248,
248
Bougainvillea glabra ' Alba’ 248,
248
Bowgainvillea glabra ' Magnifica'
248-9
Bougainvillea peruviana 247
Bougainvillea *Scarlett O'Hara'
249, 249
Bougainvillea ‘Temple Fire' 249,
249
Bouvardia 85
Bowvardia longtflora 85, §5
bowstring hemp 195
Brachyebiton 150-1
Brachychiton discolor 131, 151
Brassata see Schefflera
Brasa 199
Bravsta verrucasa 199, 199
Brasoovala 198-9
Braswovala dighyana 198
Braswovala nodosa 199, 199
Brazil raintree 88, 8§
Brazilian ginger 42, 42
Brazilian ironwood 131-2
Brazilian jasmine 257
Brazilian nightshade 263
Brazilian pepper tree 160, /60
Brazilian plume /07, 107-8
Brazilian red cloak 110
bread tree 257, 251-2
bridal wreath 263, 265
Bromelia 30-1
Bromelia balansae 31, 51
Brugmanoia 85-7
Brugmanota awrea 86, §6
Brugmanasia X candida 86, 86

Brugmanaa X candida *Grand
Marnier’ 86

Brugmansia X candida ‘Plena’
86

Brugmanaia 'Charles Grimaldi’
86, &7

Brugmansia 'Ecuador Pink’ 86

Brugmanaia 'Frosty Pink' 86, §7

Brugmansia suaveolens 'Plena' 87

Brugmansia suaveolens 86, §7

Brugmansia versicolor 86

Brunfelsia 87-8

Brunfelsca australis 88

Branfelsvia pauciflora 88, 88

Brunfelsia pauciflora 'Floribunda’

88
Burmese honeysuckle 256, 256
bush lily 37, 57
butterfly palm 226, 227
butterfly pea 250, 250

cabbage tree 95

Caesalpinia 88-9, 131-2

Caesalpinia cristata 88, §8

Cacsalpinia ferrea 151, 131-2

Cacsalpinia pulcherrima 88-9, 89

Caladium 31-2

Caladium bicolor 32, 52

Caladim X hortulanum 32

Calamus 224

Calamus australis 224, 224

Calathea 32-3

Calathea burle-marxi 52, 33

Calathea veitchiana 33, 55

Calathea zebrina 33, 35

Calliandra 89-90

Calliandra californica 89, 89

Calliandra emarginata 89-90, 89

Calllandra haematocephala 90, 90

Calltandra surtnamenais 90, 90

Callistemon 90-1

Callistemon formoss 91, 91

Calonyction see Ipomoea

Cananga 132

Cananga odorata 132, 152

Canna 34

Canna eduliv 34

Canna X generalis 34, 54

Canna X generalis 'Brandywine’
34

Canna X generalis 'King
Numbert' 34
Canna X generalis'Kénigin
Charlotte' 34
Canna X generalis'Lenape’ 34
Canna X generalis ' Lucifer' 34
Canna indica 34, 35
cannonball tree /57, 137-8
Cape honeysuckle 123
Cape jasmine 99, 99
carambola 172
cardinal creeper 254, 254
Cardiospermm 249-50
Cardiospermum balicacabum
250, 250
Carica 172-3
Carica papaya 172, 173, 175
caricature plant 100
Caryota 224-5
Caryota mitis 225, 225
Caryota wreny 225, 225
cashew 170
Cawsta 132-3
Cawvia fistula 132, 155
Causta javanica 132-3
Casuarina 133-4
Caauarina equisetifolia 134
casutic bush 191
Cattleya 199-202
Cattleya Angel Heart ‘Pink
Cloud’ 199
Cattleya aurantiaca 201
Cattleya, Bifoliate Hybrid,
Chocolate Drop 200, 201
Cattleya, Bifoliate Hybrid,
Fascination 201
Cattleya, Bifoliate Hybrids 201
Cattleya bowringiana 200, 201
Cm‘ffa’yﬂ deckerd 201, 201
Cattleya guttata 201
Cattleya intermedia 201
Cattleya Irma 201
Cattleya Little Susie 'Orchid
Glen' 199
Cattleya Queen Sirikit
‘Summer Stars’ 201, 20/
Cattleya shinneri 202, 202
Cecropia 134
Cecropia palmata 134, 134
Celovia 34-6

INDEX 279

Celosia argentea 356, 33

Celosta upicata 36, 56

Cerbera 91

Cerbera manghas 91, 91

chain of love 245, 243

chalice vine 262

Chamaecereis 186

Chamaceerens silveatrit 186, 186

Chamaedorea 225-6

Chamacdorea cataractarum 226,
226

champaca 153, /55

champak 1563, 755

chenille plant 80, 50

Chilean potato tree 262, 262—3

Chinaberry 152

Chinese hat plant 252

Chinese hibiscus /02, 1024

Chinese woolflower 34-36

Chlorophytum 36

Chlorophytum comosum 36, 37

Chlorophytum comosium
‘Mandaianum' 36

Chlorophytum comosum
'Picturatum’ 36

Chlorophbytum comosum
‘Vittatum' 36

Chrywalidocarpus 226

Chrysalidocarpus lutescens 226
227

Chrysalidocarpis
madagascariensis 226, 227

cigar Hower 96, 96

cigarette plant 96, 96

Citrus 1734

Citrus aurantifolia 175, 1734

Clerodendrum 91-3

Clerodendrum buchanani 92, 92

Clerodendrum panccalatum 92, 92

Clerodendrim speciosiosimum 92

Clerodendrum oplendens 92, 95

Clerodendrum thomaoniae 92, 95

Clerodendrum ugandense 92-3, 95

Clerodendrum zambeziacum 93, 95

cliff date 236, 256

climbing hg 251, 257

climbing lily 45

Clitoria 250

Clitoria ternatea 250, 250
Clivia 37
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Clivia cauleocens 37

Clivia miniata 37, 57

Clisia 1345

Clusia rosea 135, 133

cluster cattleya 201

clustered fishtail palm 225, 225

(‘:’:':'r'!’lﬂn‘r!:? 135

Coceoloba wvifera 135, 135

Coceothrinax 226-7

Coccothrinax alta 227, 227

Cochlospermuum 1535-6

Cochlospermun fraserd 136, 156

cock's comb 141, 14/

cockscomb 34-6

coco-de-mer 2334

coconut 228

coconut palm 228, 22§

(.‘m‘rM 228

Cocos nuctfera 228, 228

Cocou nucifera 'Malay Dwarf’
228

Codiaeum 93-4

Codiacum variegatum 93, 94

Codiaeum variegatum 'America’

94, 94

Codiacum varéegatum ‘Imperiale’

94

Codiaeum variegatum
‘Interruptum’ 94, 94

Codiaewm vartegatum 'Mrs
Iceton' 94

Codiaeum varicgatum 'Petra’ 94,
94

C:r;'fd_q_l,rm' 202-3

Coelogyne eristata 202, 202

Coelogyne mayeriana 205

Coelogyne pandurata 202-3, 205

f_‘q,f};'x? 94—5

Coffea arabica 95, 95

cotfee 94

coleus 66

Collins’ heliconia 49, 49-50

Colocasia 37-8

Colocasia esculenta 38, 38

Colocavia eoctelenta ' Fontanesii’
38

Colocasia escrelenta var.
antiguorum 38

Colocasia gigantea 38

common coral tree 141, /47

common gardenia 99, 99
common lantana /08, 108-9
Confederate rose 102, /(12
coontie 241-2
copey 135, /133
copper leat 80-1, 8§/
coral fountain 118, //9
coral plant 118, /79
coral vine 245, 243
Cordia 1367
Cordia sebeatena 136, 156—7
Cordia wallichit 137, 157
Cordvline 95-6
Cordyline australis 95
Cordyline fruticosa 95, 95-6
Cordyline fruticosa ‘Imperialis’ 96
Cordyline wtricta 96, 96
Corypha 228-9
Corypha taliera 228, 229
Coustus 58-9
Coutita apecioais 38-9, 59
cotton rose 102, /(12
cottonwood tree 150, /50
Couroupita 1578
Couroupita gutanensts 157, 15378
crane Hower 69, 69-70
crape myrtle 151
Crawula 186-8
Crassila perfoliata 187, 187
Cravsula perfoliata var. minor 187
Crawla perfoliata var. perfoliata
187
Cravsula plegmatoides 187, 187
Cravwula pruinosa 188, 188
Crateva 138
Craieva religiosa 138, 158
creeping daisy 75
creeping fig 251, 25/
crepe gardenia 121-2
crepe ginger 38-9, 59
crepe jasmine 121-2
crepe myrtle 151
Crénum 3940, 59
Créinum astatteum 39
Crinum pedunculatum 39-40, 40
Crovsandra 40
Crowsandra pungens 40, 40
croton 94
crown of thorns 189-90
Ctenanthe 40-1

Ctenanthe oppenbeimiana 401, 41

Ctenanthe oppenheimiana
“Tricolor' 41, 41

Cuban pink trumpet tree 162,
162

Cuban royal palm 239

cup of gold 262, 262

Cuphea 96

Cuphea ignea 96, 96

curry leaf tree /70, 110-11

Cyathea 229-30

Cyathea australis 229

Cyathea cooperi 229, 229-30

Cyeas 230

Cyeau armatrongit 230, 250

If,“u':'rh' revaluta 230, 250

Cyperna 41

Cyperus papyrue 41, 41

Cyperies rotundus 41 .

dasheen 38, 3¢
Delonix 138-9
Delonéx regia 138-9, 159
Dendrobium 205-6
Dendrobiwm denviflorum 205,
2034
Dendrobium formosun 204
Dendrobeam formosum “Fire
Coral' 204, 204
Dendrobivm lawestit 204, 205
Dendrobim lindleyi 204-5, 205
Dendrobitem rbodostictum 205, 205
Dendrobinm signatum 206, 206
Dendrobium tawrauem 206, 206
Dendrobium, Yamamoto
Hybrids 206, 207
Dendrochilum 2067
Dendrochilum longifolium 207, 207
desert rose 8/, 81-2
Dichorivandra 41-2
Dichorisandra thyroiflora 42, 42
Dieffenbachia 42
Dicffenbachia vequine 42
Dieffenbachia vequine ' Amoena’
42
Dicffenbachia seguine'Rudolph
Roehrs' 42
Dieffenbachia sequine “Tropic
Marianne' 42, 42
Dillenia 139

Dillenia indica 139, 159

dinnerplate fig 146, /46

Dipladenia see Mandevilla

Disa 207-8

Disa cardinalis 208

Disa caulescens 208

Duwa Diores 208, 208

Disa Hybrid, 'Inca Princess'
208, 208

Disa Hybrids 208

Diva racemova 208

Disa tripetaloides 208

Disa uniflora 208

Diva Veitchii 208

Dura venvsa 208

Dizygotheca see Schefflera

double coconut 2334

Dracaena 96-7, 139-40

Dracaena draco 139, 140, 140

Dracaena marginata 97

Dracaena marginata "Tricolor’
97, 97

dragon tree 140, /40

dragon’s-blood tree 140, /40

Drejerella see Justicia

dumb cane 42

Duranta 140

Duranta erecta 140, 140

Duranta erecta ‘Alba’ 140

Duranta erecta 'Variegata' 140

Dutchman's pipe 246

dwarf date palm 236, 256

ear pod wattle 128

Easter heliconia 50
Easter lily cactus 188, /88
Lehinopois 188

Echinopats oxygona 188, 188
eddoe 38, 3§

Egyptian star 114
Eichbornia 42-3

Eichbornta crassipes 43, 45
Elaeis 231

Elaels guineensis 231, 251
elephant apple 139, /39
elephant yam 27, 27
elephant’s ear 38, 5§
elephant’s ears 32, 52
emerald creeper 264
emerald ripple 63

Empress of Brazil 75
Encepbalartos 231-2
Lncepbalartos altensteinii 251,
231-2
Encepbalartos arenarius 232,
252
Epipremnum 250-1
Lipipremnam pinnatum 251
Epipremnam pinnatum ' Aureum'’
251, 251
Episcia 43
Eptocia dianthiflora 43, 45
Eranthemum 97
Eranthemum pulchellum 97, 97
i‘:ﬂ':l,ﬂrl{’!'f}h’f 140-2
Erythrina crista-galli 141, 141
Erythrina fusca 141, 147
Erythrina baerdid 142, 142
Erythrina livingstoniana 142
Erythrina varicgata 142, 142
Erythrina varicgata 'Parcelli’ 142
Etlingera 434
Etlingera elatior 44, 44
eucalypt 142
Fuealyptus 97-8, 142-3
Eucalyptus grandis 143, 145
Fucalyptus papuana 143, 145
FBucalyptus tetraptera 98, 98
Euphorbia 98-9, 188-91
Eupborbia canartensis 189, 189
Euphorbia cognata 189
Euphorbia coopere 189, 189-90
Euphorbia 'Excalibur’ 189
Eupborbia knuthi 189
Euphorbia nubica 191
Euphorbia obesa 190, 190
Euphorbia puleherrana 98, 98
Euphorbia pulcherrima ' Annette
Hegg' 98
Euphborbia pulcherrima 'Henrietta
Ecke' 98
Eupborbia puleberrima 'Lemon
Drop' 98
Euphorbia pulcherrima 'Rosea' 98
Euphorbia punicea 190, 191
Eupborbia schimperi 191, 191
Euphorbia tirucalli 191, 191
Eupborbia viguieri 98-9, 99
Fagraca 1434
Fagraea fragrans 144, 144
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fairy waterlily 60
talse Indian waterlily 60, 60
fan Hower 65-6
fancy-leafed caladium 32, 52
Fieus 144-8, 251
Fiews aopera ‘Parcelli’ 145
Frews aurea 145, 145
Fiews benghalenois 145, 145
Flews benjamina 145-6
Ficws benjamina *Exotica’ 143,
146
Fiews benjamina 'Variegata' 146
Ficuo carca 149
Ficus cordata subsp. valicifolia
146, /46
Ficus dammaropaio 146, 146
Frews elastica 146
Freno elastica 'Decora’ 146, 147
Frews elastica 'Doescheri’ 146
Ficwo lyrata 146, 147
Feews macrophylla 146-7, 147
Ficws opposita 147, 147-8
Fiews pumila 251, 251
Fews pumila “Minima' 251
Fiews pumila 'Quercifolia’ 251
Feews pumila 'Variegata' 251
Ficws religiosa 148, 148
Fiews virens 148, 148
fiddleleaf fig 146, /47
hig 144
Fiji fan palm 257, 237-8
Fijian fire plant 80-1, 8/
filmy lily 50
fire lily 37, 57
firebird 49,49
firebush 101
fishbone fern 235, 255
fish-killer tree 129, /29
fishtail heliconia 50, 50
fishtail palm 224-5
Fettonia 44
Fittonia verachaffeltid 44, 49
Fittonia verschaffeltil var.
argyroneura 44
five-corner 172
flamboyant tree 138-9, /59
flame nettle 66
flame of the forest 138-9
flaming Katy 192-3
flaming sword 74, 74
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flamingo Hower 27, 28

Heur-de-paradis 138-9, /59

Hlooded gum 143, /45

Florida arrowroot,241-2

flower of San Sebastian 202,
202

flowering banana 54, 54

fountain tree 161

frangipani 155

friendship plant 30, 51, 63, 65

fruit salad plant 258, 258

Fureraea 191-2

Furcraea velloa var. marginata

192, 192

galangal 25, 26

gamboge 149

Gareinia 148-9

Garetnia mangostana 148

Garetnia xanthochymuw 149, 149

garden croton 94

Gardenia 99

Gardenda auguata 99, 99

Gardenta augusta 'Florida’ 99

Gardenia augusta ' Magnifica’ 99,
99

Gardenia auguota ‘Radicans’ 99

garland flower 47

Geiger tree /56, 136-7

Gerbera 44-5

Gerbera jamesonit 45, 45

Gerbera jamesonit 'Brigadoon
Red' 45

Gerbera viridifolia 45

ghost gum 143, 145

giant bird of paradise 69, 69

giant honeysuckle 256, 256

giant lily 73

giant potato creeper 263, 263

giant thevetia 164, /64

giant yuceca 167

ginger 77

ginger lily 47

gingham golf ball 190, 790

Gloriosa 45-6

Gloriooa superba 45-6, 45

Gloriosa superba 'Rothschildiana’
46, 46

Gloriosa superba ' Simplex” 46

glory bower 92, 95

glm‘_\' bush 123

glory lily 45

glydine 263

golden candles 62

golden cane palm 226, 227

golden chain orchid 206

golden chalice vine 262, 262

golden dewdrop 140, /0

golden dragon 52, 35

golden big 145, /45

golden shower tree 132, /55

golden trumpet vine 245

goosefoot 264

granadilla 259

Graptoplyllum 99-100

Graptopbyllum pictam 100

Graptophyllum pictam
‘Purpureum Variegatum’
100

Graptophyllum pictum "Tricolor’
100

grass tree 70

gray fig 148, /48

Gul Mohr 138-9

zum tree 142

Guzmania 46

Guzmania lingulata 46, 46

Guzmania lingulata 'Indiana’ 46,
47

Guzmanta lingulata var. minor 46

Guzmania 'Squarrosa’ 46, 47

Hakea 100-1

Hakea netida 100, 1001

Hamelta 101

Hamelia patens 100, 101

hanging heliconia 9, 49-50

Hawaiian lily 262, 262

Hawaiian shefflera 120, /20

heart of flame 31, 5/, 55, 33

hedge bamboo 28, 28

hedgehog agave 181

Hedyehium 47-8

Hedychium coronarium 47

Hedyehium gardnerianum 47,
47-8

Helmerliodendron see Proonia

Heliamphora 48

Heliamphora beterodoxa 48, 48

Heliamphora nutans 48, 48

Heliconia 48-50
Heliconda bibai 49, 49
Heliconia carthaca 49, 49
Heleonia collingtana 49-50, 49
Heliconta patttacorum 50, 50
Heliconda rostrata 50, 50
Heliconda wagneriana 50
hen-and-chickens 36, 57
Heptaplewrum see Schefflera
herald's trumpet 247
Hevea 149
Hevea brasiliensis 149, 149-50
Hibuews 101-4, 150
Hibivews calypbyllus 101, 101
Hibiseus cloplatinus 101, 101
Hibescws moulario 102, 102
Hibiseus mutabiles 102, 102
Hibisews mutabilis 'Plenus' 102
Hibiews rosa-oinensio 101, 102,
1024
Hibises rosa-sinensis ' Apple
Blossom’ 104
Hibiscus rosa-sinensis ' Cooperi’
104
Hibrscws rosa-oinensts
'Covakanic' /03, 104
Hibiscus rosa-sinenats 'Fiesta’
104
Hiblocus rosa-sinenots Hawaiian
Hybrid /115
Hibiosews rosa-sinenois 'Madonna’
104
Hibiseuos rosa-oinensis 'Sabrina’
104
Hibiscws rosa-sinensts ' Surtrider’
105, 104
Hibtocws vehizopetalus 104, 104
Hibivews ayreacus 104
Hibuseus syrtacus ' Ardens’ 104
Hibirews syriacus 'Blue Bird'
104, 104
Hibiscres ayriacus 'Diana’ 104
Hibiscus vyriacas "Woodbridge'
104
Hibisewo teltacens 150, 150
Holmokioldia 252
Holmakioldia sanguinea 252
honeysuckle 255
Hong Kong orchid tree 130, /50
horsetail tree 134

Hoya 252-3

Hova carnosa 253

Hoya carnova 'Compacta' 252,
253

Hoya lanceolata subsp. bella 253,
255

Hoya vantos X cumingiana 253,
255

Hoya werpens 253, 255

Hylocerens 192

Hylocerews polyrbizas 192, 192

Hymenocallio 50-1

Hymenocallis caribaca 51, 51

impala lily 8/, 81-2

Tmpatiens 51-2

Impatiens, New Guinea Hybrid,
‘Cheers’ 52

Impatiens, New Guinea Hybrid,
‘Concerto’ 3/, 52

Impatiens, New Guinea Hybrid,
‘Red Magic' 52

Impatiens, New Guinea Hybrid,
‘Tango' 3/, 52

Impatiens, New Guinea Hybrids
51-2

Impatiens peendoviola 52, 52

Impatiena poeudoviola "Woodcote'
62, 52

Impatiens repens 52, 55

Impatiens zombenots 52, 55

India rubber tree 146

Indian almond 177, /77

Indian banyan 145, /45

Indian date 162

Indian date palm 236, 256

Indian laburnum 132, /53

Indian mast tree 157

Indian shot 34, 73

Indonesian ginger 70

ipe roxo 162

fpomoca 255-4

Jt:mmur.-r r!’[{"ﬂ' 254‘ 254

Tpomoca bovsfalliac 254, 259

Ipomoea pes-caprae 254, 255

fvora 104—6

Iora ehinensis 105, 105-6

Ixora chinensiv 'Lutea’ 106

Ixora chinensis 'Prince of

Orange’ /05, 106

Fora coctnea 106, 106
fxora javanica 106, 106

jaca /71, 171-2

Jacaranda 150

Jacaranda filicifolia 150

Jacaranda mimoosifolia 150, 157

jackfruit 777, 171-2

Jacobinia see Juoticia

jade vine 264

Jamaican kino 135, /35

Japanese honeysuckle 256, 256

Japanese sago palm 230, 250

jasmine 254-5

Jasminum 254-5

Jasminum multiflorum 255

Jasminum nitidum 255, 255

Jasminum sambae 255

Jasminun sambac 'Grand Duke
of Tuscany' 255

.fd!mplﬁw 107

Jatropha multifida 107, 107

Java willow 148, /4§

Javanese ixora 106, /06

jungle flame 104-5

jungle geranium 106

Juasticea 107

Justicta carnea 107, 107-8

Justicea spicigera 108, 108

kaltir lily 37

Kahili ginger 47, 47-8

Kalanchoe 192-5

Kalanchoe blossfeldiana 192-3,
195

Kalanchoe grandiflora 193, 195

Kalanchoe pumila 194, 194

Kalanchoe thyraiflora 194, 194

Kalanchoe tomentosa 194-5, 195

kanuka 166, /66

karapincha 770, 110-11

Kigelia 150-1

Kigelia africana 151, 151

lace flower vine 43, 45
lacebark kurrajong 131,75/
lady flowers 112, /75

lady of the night 199, /99
lady palm 238

lady’s slipper 212-13
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Laelia 208
Laelia anceps 208
Laelia autumnalis 208
Laelia gouldiana 208, 209
X Laceliocattleya 209-10
X Laeliocattleya Hybrid, ‘Chic
Bonnet" 2019, 210
X Lacliocattleya Hybrid,
‘Orange Crush’ 210, 2/0
X Lacliocattleya Hybrids
209-10
Lagerstroemia 151-2
Lagerstroemia speciova 152, 152
Lantana 108-9
Lantana camara 108, 108-9
Lantana camara 'Chelsea Gem'
109
Lantana camara 'Drap d'Or'109
Lantana camara ‘Radiation’ 109
Lantana camara 'Snowflake' 109
Lantana montevidensis 109, 109
large-tlowered yellow oleander
164, 164
lasiandra 123
leadwort 114-15
leopard tree 75/, 131-2
Libonia see Justicia
Licuala 232
Licuala upinosa 232, 252
lilyturf 61
lime /75, 175-4
lipstick tree 84
lipstick vine 244, 244
Lirtape 52-3
Liriope muscari 52-3
Liriope musecari 'Lilac Beauty'
A3
Liriope muscard' Majestic’ 53
Liriope muscard "Variegata' 53, 55
Litehi 174
Litehi chinenain 174, 174
living rock 1834
Livestona 232-3
Livistona chinensis 233
Livistona rotundifolia 233, 255
Livistona vartbus 233, 255
lobster claws 74, 7
Lodoicea 2334
Lodotcea maldivica 234, 254
Lonicera 255-6
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Lonicera bildebrandiana 256, 256
Lonicera japoniea 256, 256
Lonicera japonica ' Aurea-
reticulata’ 256
Lonicera japonica ‘Halliana’ 256
Loulu palm 237
lucky nut /63, 1634
lychee 174
Lyeianthes see Solanum
Macadamia 174
Macadamia tetrapbylla 174, 175
macaw Hower 49, 49
HMacrozamia 234
Macrozamia miguelté 234, 254
Madagascar jasmine 263
maidenhair tern 222
Malay gooseberry 154
Malpighia 109-10
Malpighta coccigera 109, 109-10
Mandevdla 2567
Mandevilla % amoena *Alice du
Pont' 256-7, 257
Mandevdla sandert 257
Mandevilla vanderi ' My Fair
Lady' 257, 257
Mandevilla vander'Red Riding
Hood' 257
Mandevilla vanderi*Scarlet
Pimpernel’ 257
Mandevilla aplendens 257, 257
Mangifera 174-5
Mangifera indica 175, 175
Mangifera indica' Alphonso’ 175
mango 175, 175
mangrove hibiscus 150, /50
Manila palm 240, 240
AMaranta 554
Maranta arundinacea 53
Jaranta leveoneura 54
Maranta leuconcura
‘Kerchoviana' 54, 54
Mauritius spleenwort 223, 225
megas 110
J[;:q.-m(*q:.mmr 1 10
Megaskepasma erythrochlany.
110, /10
Aelia 152
Melia azedarach 152, 155
‘,}'};-{;}; ;L:ﬂ).-:rm‘b
‘Umbraculiformis’ 152

Mexican fan palm 241, 24/
Mexican Hame tree 98, 9§
Mexican washingtonia palm
241, 241
Iichelia 152-3
Michelia champaca 153, 155
milkweed 188-9
X Miltassia Anne Warne 'Alir’
210
Jf.t-a":‘uu!}yhft"r 210
Miltoniopsio Hybrid, Anjou
‘Red Mask’ 210, 2//
Miltoniopsis Hybrid, Bel Royal
210
Miltoniopsis Hybrid, Charlotte’s
Delight 210
Miltoniopsis Hybrid, Grouville
210
Miltoniopsio Hybrid, Hudson
Bay 'Judith’ 210
Miltoniopsis Hybrid, Rozel 210
Miltoniopsis Hybrid, Sao Paulo
210
Miltoniopais Hybrids 210
Meltontopoto phalaenopais 210
mimosa bush 80, 8¢/
Aina see Ipomoea
miniature fan palm 238, 254§
miniature wax plant 253
mock orange 111, /77
mohinth 108, 708
mondo grass 61, 6/
monkey-pod tree 132, /55
Honatera 257-8
Monatera deliciona 258, 238
moon flower 254, 257
Moreton Bay fig 146-7
morning glory 2563-4
mosaic fig 145
moth orchid 215-16
Mucuna 258-9
Mucuna bennettic 258, 258-9
Murraya 110-11
Murraya koenigit 110, 110-11
Murraya paniculata 111, 111
Muva X paradisica 176, 176
Musa X paradisica 'Lady
Finger’ 176
Muvsa 54, 175-6
AMusa acuminata 176

Muva acuminata ' Dwart
Cavendish' 176

Muoa balbisiana 176

Huoa texctdin 175-6

Muwa velutina 54, 34

MHussaenda 111=12

Jumaenda ' Aurorae’ 111

Mussaenda erythrophylla 111-12

Muvsaenda frondosa 112

Muwaenda philippica 112, 115

Mussaenda philippica 'Dona
Imelda’ 112

Musaenda philippica 'Dona Luz’

112
Musoaenda philippica 'Queen
Sirikit’ 112

Natal mahogany 165, /66

Neoregelia 54-6

Neoregelia carolinae 55, 55

Neoregelia carolinae X concentrica
L)

Neoregelia carolinae 'Fendleri’
55

Neoregelia carolinae “Tricolor
Perfecta’ 55, 33

Neoregelia carolinae "Tricolor’ 55

Neoregelia chlorosticta 55

Neoregelia concentrica 55-6

Neoregelia concentrica ' Aztec’ 33,
56

J\"::';ir‘m'bx',l 567

Nepenthes X coccinea 56, 36

Nepenthes maxima 567, 36

Nepenthes rafflesiana 57

Nepbrolepis 254-5

Nephrolepiv cordifolia 235, 255

Nepbrolepis cordifolia 'Plumosa’
235

Neréwm 112

Nertum oleander 112, 112

Nertum oleander ' Album' 112,
112

Nerium oleander ' Algiers’ 112

Neréwwm oleander ' Casablanca’
112

Nerium oleander 'Little Red’
112

Nertum oleander 'Luteum

Plenum' 112

Nerium oleander' Madonna
Granditlora’ 112

Nerium oleander ' Mrs Fred
Roeding' 112

Nerium oleander 'Petite Pink'
112

Nerewm oleander 'Punctatum’
112

Nerdum oleander 'Splendens
Variegatum' 112

Nerium oleander 'Splendens' 112

nerve p|ﬂnt 44

New Guinea creeper 234,
258-9

nutgrass 41

Nymphaea 57-9

Nymphaca gigantea 57, 57

Nympbaea nouchali 57, 57

Nymphaea, Tropical Day-
blooming Hybrid, 'Bob
Trickett" 3§

Nymphaca, Tropical Day-
blooming Hybrid, 'Director
Moore' 58, 3§

Nymphaea, Tropical Day-
blooming Hybrid, 'Isabelle
Pring’ 58

Nymphaea, Tropical Day-
blooming Hybrid,
‘Margaret Randig’ 58, 5§

Nymyphaca, Tropical Day-
blooming Hybrid, ‘Pink
Platter’ 58, 3§

Nymphaea, Tropical Day-
blooming Hybrid, 'St Louis
Gold' 58, 59

Nymphaea, Tropical Day-
blooming Hybrid, 'St Louis’
58, 59

Nymphaea, Tropical Day-
blooming Hybrid, ‘William
B. Sure’ 39

Nymphaea, Tropical Day-
blooming Hybrids 58-9

Nymphaea, Tropical Night-
blooming Hybrid, ‘Emily
Grant Hutchings' 59, 59

Nympbaca, Tropical Night-

blooming Hybrid, 'H. T.
Haarstick 59, 59

Nymphaca, Tropical Night-
blooming Hybrid, "Wood's
White Knight' 59

Nymphaea, Tropical Night-
blooming Hybrids 59

Nymphoides 60

Nymphoides indica 60, 60

Ochna 113

Ochna verrulata 113, 115

Oeemeam 60-1

Ocimuimn bavilicam 60-1, 6

Octimeent basilicum 'Dark Opal’
61

Ocineem basilicen ' Minimum'
6l

octopus tree 159

Odontoglossm 210-12

Qdontoglossem crispum 211

Odontoglosownm Hybrid, 'La
Houge Bie’ 212

Odontoglossem Hybrid,
‘Samares' 2//, 211

Odontoglosoum H_\_-'br'ids 211-12

oil palm 231

oleander 112

Onctdieem 212

Oneidium variosum 212, 212

Ophiopogon 61-2

Opbiopogon japonicus 61, 61

Opbhiopogon faponicie ‘Kyoto
Dwart” 61

Opbiopagon planticapis 62

Opbiopogon planiscapus
‘Nigrescens' 61-2, 6/

orange jessamine 111, ///

ornamental ginger 25

Otaheite gooseberry 1564

Prh';")y,a{rh‘!s_w 62
Pachyotachys lutea 62, 62
pagoda tlower 92, 92
painted net leaf 44
painted nettle 66
panda plant 194-5, /95
Pandanus 153

Pandanuw odoratissimus 153
papaya 172

paper reed 41, 47
Paphiopedilum 21215

INDEX 285

Papbiopedilum callosum 212, 213
Paphiopedilum Hybrid, Grande
Jersey 275, 214
Paphiopedilum Hybrid, King
Arthur ‘Burgoyne' 2/5, 213
14
Paphiopedilum Hybrids 2135-14
Paphiopedilum inoigne 214, 214
Paphiopedilunt lawrenceanm 214,
21
Papbiopedilun malipoense 214,
215
Paphiopedidum rothochildianum
215,215
Papbiopedilum superbiens 215, 215
papyrus 41, 4/
para rubber tree /49, 149-50
paradise Hlower 263, 265
parasol flower 252
parrot Hlower 50, 5/
Pavaiflora 176-7, 259
Pavsiflora antioquienais 259
Pavsiflora coceinea 259, 259
Pasaiflora 'Coral Seas’ 259
Paviflora edulio 176-7, 177
Pavaiflora X exonienois 259,
259
Pasiflora"Lilac Lady’ 259
Pasaiflora mollivsima 259
passion tlower 259
passionfruit 176-7, /77
pawpaw 172
peace lily 68
peacock flower 88-9, §9
peanut cactus 186
peepul 148, /4§
pelican tlower 246, 246
Peltopborum 1554
Pelropboram pierocarpum 154, 154
pencil euphorbia 191
Pentas 115-14
Pentas lanceolata 114, 114
Peperomia 62
Peperomia argyreta 62, 63
Peperomia caperata 63
Peperomia caperata ‘Silver
Ripples' 63, 65
pepper 261
Persian lilac 152

Petrea 259-60
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Petrea volubilie 260, 260
Phalaenopasis 215-18
Phalaenopsis amabilis 216, 216
Phalacnopsis equestrer 218
Phalacnopats glgantea 217
Phalaenopsis Hybrid, Alice
Gloria 'Cecil Park’ 2/6, 217

Phalaenopss Hybrid, Bill
Smoothey 216, 217

Phalaenopsis Hybrid, 'Carmela’s
Stripe' 217, 217-18

Phalaenopsis Hybrid, "Giant’
216,

Phalaenopois Hybrid,
Hiramatsua ‘Ching Hua'
218

Phalaenopsis Hybrid,
Longwood Gardens 2/7,
218

Phalaenopsis Hybrid, Plantation
Imp 'Moonglow' 2/7, 218

Phalaenopats Hybrids 217-18

Phalacnopsis vanderiana 218, 218

Pharbitis see Ipomoca

Philippine violet 84, §4

Phillip Island hibiscus 102,
102

Philodendron 114, 260-1

Philodendron bipinnatifidum 114,
114

Philodendron erubescens 260,
260-1

Philodendron erubescens
‘Burgundy’ 260-1

Phoenix 235-6

Phoenix canarienaio 235
Phoenix dactylifera 235
Phoenix reclinata 235, 235
Phoenix rocbelentt 236, 256
Phoenix rupicola 236, 236
Phyllanthus 154
Phyllanthus acidus 154, 155
Pilea 654

Pilea involucrata 63, 65
Pilea nummaudariifolia 64, 64
pinang 222

pineapple 170-1, /7/
pink powderpuft 90, 90
pink tassel-flower 90, 90
Piper 261

Piper betle 261, 261
Proonia 154-5
Proonia brunoniana 155
Pisonta umbellifera 155
Pisonia umbellifera "Variegata'
155, 155
Piotia 64
Platia stratiotes 64, 64
pitcher plant 56
plantain 175-6
Platycerium 236
Platycerium ouperbum 236, 257
Plumbage 114-15
Plumbage indica 115, 115
Plumeria 155=7
Plumeria obtusa 156
Plumeria obtusa ‘Singapore
White' 156, /56
Plumeria rubra 156, 156-7
Plumeria rabra var. acutifolia
156, /36
Phlumeria rubra 'Golden Kiss'
156, 156
poinciana 138-9, /59
poinsettia 98, 4§
poison bulb 39
Polyalthia 157
Polyalthia longofilia 157, 157
Portulaca 6G4-5
Portalaca grandiflora 64-5, 65
potato vine 263, 265
powderpuff tree 89
prayer plant 54
prickly cycad 257, 231-2
pride of Burma 128
Pritchardia 237-8
Pritchardia pacifica 257, 237-8
propeller plant 187
Prerocarpies 157-8
Pterocarpus robric 157, 157-8
pudding pipe tree 152, /55
purple wreath 260, 260
pussy ears 194-5, /95

Quamoclit see Ipomoca

queen crape myrtle 152, /52
queen of the night 192
queen’s flower 152, /52
queen’s tears 30, 5/

queen’s wreath 260, 260

Queensland umbrella tree 159
Quisqualis 261-2
Quisqualis indica 261, 261-2

radiator plant 62
rainbow heliconia 50
rangoon creeper 26/, 261-2
rat poison plant 101
rattan 224
Ravenala 158
Ravenala madagascarienss 158,
158
red ash 165, /66
red bird of paradise 88-9, §9
red flag bush 111-12
red ginger 26, 26
red granadilla 259, 259
red hibiscus /02, 1024
red ixora 106, /06
red jasmine 26/, 261-2
red passion flower 259, 259
red powderpuff 90, 90
red-hot cat-tail 80, 8¢
red-leaf philodendron 260, 260-1
Renanthera 218-19
Renanthera monachica 219, 219
Renanthera storied 218, 219
R}.I’H'J!H;i 238
Rbapts excelsa 238, 238
Rbododendron 115-18
Rhododendron awrtgeranum 115,
115
Rbododendron brookeanum 116,
116
Rbododendron brookeanum 'Titan'
116
Rbododendron jasminiflorum 116,
116-17
Rhbadodendron favanicum 117, 117
Rbododendron lactum 117,
117-18
Rbadodendron zoeller 118, 118
rice orchid 206
rosary tree 152
rose laurel 112
rose moss 64-5, 65
rose of Sharon 104
rotang 224
rough shell macadamia nut
174, 175

rayal palm 239

royal poinciana 138-9, /39
royal waterlily 73

Royatonea 239

Roystonea elata 239, 259
Royatonea regia 239, 259
rubber plant 146

Rizoelia 118

Ruwvelta equisetiformis 118, 119
rusty-shield tree 154, /54

sacred fig 148, /48

sacred lily of the Incas 50

sage 65

sago palm 230

St Vincent lilac 263

Salvia 65

Salvia tiliifolia 65, 65

Salvinia 239-40

Salvinia auriculata 240, 2490

Sanchezia 118-19

Sanchezta speciosa 119, 119

sandpaper 260, 26¢

sandpaper fig /47, 147-8

Sansevieria 195

Sansevierea pearsonid 195, 195

Saraca 158-9

Saraca indica 1568-9, 159

sausage tree 151

Scaevola 65-6

Seaevola crassifolia 66

Scaevola taccada 66, 66

scaly tree fern 229, 229-30

scarlet bush 101

scarlet cordia 736, 136~7

scarlet leadwaort 115, 775

scented bouvardia 85, 85

Schefflera 119-20, 159

Schefflera actinophylla 120, 159,
/59

Schefflera arboricola 119, 120, 120
Schefflera arboricola 'Renate’ 120

Schefflera arboricola 'Samoa
Snow' 120, 120

Sehinus 159-60

Sehinus terebinthifolius 160, 160

screw pine 153

sea almond 177, /77

sea grape 135, /55

sea hibiscus 150, 750

sea lettuce 66, 66

sea urchin cactus 188
Senecio 160

Senecio arborescens 160, 160
Senegal date palm 235, 255
Seychelles nut 2354

shapla 57, 57

shell lower 64

shell ginger 26, 26

she-oak 133

shoeflower /112, 102—4
shrub verbena /0§, 108-9
shrubby allamanda &2, 83
silver dollar fern 222, 222
silver vase 23, 23

Singapore holly /09, 109-10
sky flower 140, /40, 265, 265
slender palm lily 96, 96
slipper orchid 212-13

snake plant 195

snakebeard 61

snakewood tree 134
Solandra 262

Solandra maxima 262, 262
Solanum 66, 120-1, 262-3
Solanum erispum 262, 262-3
Solanum crispum 'Glasnevin’

263
Solanum mauritianum 121, 12]
Solanum pyracanthum 66, 66
Solanum seaforthianum 263
Solanum wendlandii 263, 2635
Solenostemon 667
Solenostemon amboinicus 67, 67
Solenosternon scutellarioides 67,
67

sorrowless tree 158-9
southern sword fern 235, 275
Spatbipbyllum 678
Spathipbyllum 'Aztec’ 68
Spathiphyllum 'Clevelandii’ 68

Spathiphyllum 'Mauna Loa’ 68,

68

Spathiphyllum 'Sensation’ 68, 6§

Spathipbyllum wallisi 68, 68
Spathodea 161

Spathodea campanulata 161, 161
spider lily 50

spider orchid 199

spider plant 36, 57
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spider tree 138, /3§
spineless yucca 167
spiral flag 38

spiral ginger 38-9, 59
spleenwort 222-3

split-leaf philodendron 258, 258

spotted fig 148, /4§
spurge 188-9
square-fruited mallee 98, 9§
staghorn fern 236, 257
star cluster 114
star fruit 172
star gooseberry 154
Stephanotis 263
Stephanotus floribunda 263, 265
strangler fig 145, /45
strangler vine 148, /4§
straw tree fern 229, 229-30
Strelitzia 68-9
Strelitzia nicolai 69, 69
Strelitzta reginae 69-70, 69
Strelitzca reginae ‘Mandela's
Gold' 70, 70
Strongylodon 2654
Strongylodon macrobotrys 264
sun pitchers 48
sun plant 64-5, 65
swamp crinum 39-40, 0
sweet basil 60, 60-1
sweet wattle 80, 87
Swiss cheese plant 258, 25§
sword fern 234-5
Syngonium 264
Syngonium podophyllum 264,
264
Tabebewia 161-2
Tabebewia chrysantha 161, 161-2
Tabebeuia heterophylla 162
Tabebeuia pallida 162, 162
Tabernaemontana 121-2
Tabernaemontana divaricata
121-2
Tabernaemontana divaricata
‘'Flore Pleno' 122
Tacea 70
Tacea integrifolia 70, 70
Tacsonia see Pavuiflora
tamarind 162
Tamarindus 162-3
Tamarindus indica 162, 162-3
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Tapetnochilos 70

Tapeinochilos ananasoae 71, 71
taro 38, 3§

Tecoma 122

Tecoma stans 122, (22
Tecomaria 122-3

Tecomaria capensis 122,123
Tecomaria capensiy ' Aurea’ 123
telingo potato 27, 27

temple plant 138, /5§

temple tree 155

Ten Commandments 54
Terminalia 163, 177
Terminalia brawic 163, 165
Terminalia catappa 177, 177
Thai ginger 23, 26

Thevetia 163—4

Thevetia peruviana 163, 163-4
Thevetia thevetioides 164, 164
thick-leafed fan flower 66
three-in-one spice 67, 67
Thunbergia 123, 265
Thunbergia battiscombel 264, 265
Thunbergia grandiflora 265, 265
Thunbergia mysorensis 265, 265
Thunbergia natalensis 123, 125
Thunbergia togoensis 123, 125
ti 95

ti ngahere 95, 95-6 -
Tibouchina 123-5, 164
Tibouchina clavata 124, 129
Tibouchina granulosa 164, 164
Tihouchina beteromalla 124, 124
Tibauchina lepidota 124-5, 125
Tibouchina lepidota ' Alstonville’

125

tiger's claws 45-6, 45
Tillandsia 71-3

Tillandoia argentea 71-2, 71
Tillandsia canlescens 72, 72
Tillandsia flabellata 72, 72
Tillandsia lindenii 72-3, 72
toddy palm 225, 225

torch ginger 44, 44

trailing lantana 109, /09

Transvaal daisy 45, 43

traveller’s palm 158

traveller's tree 158

tree fern 229

tree philodendron 114, /74

ﬂ‘t’!’('ﬂf—:’? 164—5

Trevésia palmata 164-5, 165

Trevesta palmata *Micholitzii’
165, 165

Trichilia 165

Trichilia emetica 165, 166

Tristaniopais 165-6

Trestaniopsis laurina 166, 166

tropical almond 163, 177, /77

trumpet tree 161

umbrella sedge 41

vase plant 30

Vettehia 240

Vettchia merritlii 240, 24¢

Victoria 73

Victorea amazoneca 73

Victoria amazonica X cruziana
‘Longwood Hybrid’ 73, 75

Victoria eruziana 73

Vitesea 74

Vrtevea carinata 74, 74

Vriesea 'Christine' 74

Vrtewea aplendens 74, 74

Wavhingtonia 240-1
Washingtonta filifera 241
washingtonia palm 240-1
Wasbhingtonia robusta 241, 241
water gum 166, /66

water hyacinth 42

water lettuce 64

water snowltlake 60, 6
waterlily 57

watermelon peperomia 62, 63
wattle 128

wax flower 252, 253, 263, 265
Wedelia 74-5

Wedelia trilobata 75

weeping Chinese banyan
145-6

weeping hig 145-6

Weinmannia 166

Weinmannia pinnata 166

white cedar 152

white ginger lily 47

white sails 68, 68

Wigandia 125

Wigandia caracasana 125, 125

wild banana 69, 69

wild ginger 77, 77

wild plantain 49, 49

willow-leafed fig 146

wine palm 225, 225

Wittrockia 75

Wittrockia superba 75, 75

woodbine 255

Wordeya 75-6

Worsleya rayneri 76, 76

Xantborrboea 76-7

Xanthorrboea preissic 77, 77

- Xanthostemon 166

Xanthostemon chrysanthis 167

yellow bells 122, /22

yellow earth ginger 22, 22

yellow elder 122, /22

yellow flame tree 154, /54

vellow kapok 136, /36

vellow oleander /63, 163-4-

yellow poinciana 154, 754

yellow trumpet flower 122,
122

vlang ylang 132, /52

Yueea 167

Yucea elephantipes 167

zamia 234

Zamia 241-2

Zamia pumila 241-2
zebra plant 33, 73, 83
Zingiher 77

Zingther zerumbet 77, 77



